
- This is 
INTERNATIONAL 
ANTI APARTHEID 

YEAR 



What is International Anti-Apartheid Year? It is a special year during which 
the entire world community has decided to unite together to try and bring an end 
to the evil system of apartheid and racial discrimination which exists in South 
Africa. International Anti-Apartheid Year was designated by the unanimous vote 
of the United Nations General Assembly. All countries - large and small, East and 
West, including the British Government - supported this Anti-Apartheid Year. 
Now governments and organisations al l  over the world are planning appropriate 
activities to make the Year effective in their own countries. 

When did the Year start? International Anti-Apartheid Year began on 21 March 
1978 andcontinues until 20 March 1979.21 March was chosen because this i s  
Sharpeville Day -the day when 18 years ago in 1960 South African police opened 
fire on a peaceful demonstration in the African township of Sharpeville, killing 69 
Africans. This date has come to symbolise the brutal methods which the South 
African authorities have employed for decades against all forms of peaceful 
opposition. 

But why an Anti-Apartheid Year? Because the world community has 
recognised that it has a responsibility to bring an end to apartheid and that the 
measures it has taken so far have not succeeded. Like other international years - 
for example, International Women's Year - the United Nations hopes that it will 
focus world attention on apartheid. From the very foundation of the United 
Nations the world body has been concerned about the effects of the evil policies 
of apartheid both on the black people of South Africa and the danger they pose to 
the world as a whole. 

Both the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council have repeatedly 
appealed to the South African authorities to abandon their inhuman policies. These 
appeals have been consistently ignored and recently the situation has deteriorated - 
as the death in detention of Steve Biko and other detainees, and the banning of the 
Christian Institute and 18 other anti-apartheid orga'nisations during the autumn of 
1977, so vividly portrayed. 

BUT what is apartheid? It i s  a unique system of institutionalised racism through 
which the vast majority of South Africans -the African, Indian and Coloured 
people -are denied any effective say in every aspect of their lives. In reality, they 
have no human rights. Read Apartheid: The Facts for more information. 

@ What can I do? Plenty -just read on through this leaflet and you will find out 
some of the things you can do. 
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develop effective programmes of action.' 

Leslie Harriman, Chairman, UN Special Committee against Apartheit 
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On 20 March 1978 the International Anti-Apartheid Year Co-ordinating Committee was 
established at a meeting in the House of Commons with the aim of promoting support 
for the Year in Britain and coordinating activities to mark the Year. The Committee 
brings together over 50 different organisations which are concerned about apartheid, 
including the British Council of Churches and different denominational groups, many 
trade unions, the British Youth Council and other youth and student groups, and 
organisations associated with the three main parliamentary political parties, together 
with groups directly concerned with the United Nations and apartheid, such as the 
United Nations Association, International Defence and Aid Fund and the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement. 

Information about the activities of the Co-ordinating Committee and a bulletin of events 
being organised to mark the Year can be obtained by writing to: International Anti- 
Apartheid Year Co-ordinating Committee, c10 89 Charlotte Street, London W1. 

- - -- 

For further information about apartheid, the following addresses are useful: 

Anti-Apartheid Movement, 89 Charlotte Street, London WIP 2DQ: for general information 
on South Africa and campaigns on political prisoners, military and economic collaboration, 
sporting links, etc; plus monthly publication Anti-Apartheid News; local groups 

Christian Concern for Southern Africa, 1 Cambridge Terrace, London NWI:  for information 
about British companies in South Africa and their compliance with the 'Code of Conduct' 

End Loans t o  Southern Africa (ELTSA), 134 Wrottesley Road, London NW10: for 
information on campaigns against banking links with South Africa 

International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa, 104 Newgate Street, London EC1: 
for publications on South Africa, including a special pamphlet for the Year - This is Apartheid 

National Union o f  Students (International Dept), 302 Pentonville Road, London N1: for 
information on student campaigns 

United Nations Association, 3 Whitehall Court, London SW1 : for details of United Nations 
policy and action on apartheid 

Sponsors: 
Canon L John Collins, Lord Evans of Claughton, Jack Jones CH, Joan Lestor MP, 
Revd Dr Colin Morris 

Published by International Anti-Apartheid Year Co-ordinating Committee in  cooperation w i th  the UN 
Centre against Apartheid 


