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. What is international Anti-Apartheid Year? 1t is a spscial year during which
the entire world community has decided to unite togethet to try and bring an end
0 the evil system of apartheid and racial discrimination which exists in South
Africa. International Anti-Apartheid Year was designated by the unanimous vote
of the United Nations General Assembly. All countries — large and small, East and
West, including the British Government — supparted this Anti-Apartheid Year.
MNow governments and organisations all aver the worid are planning appropriate
activities to make the Year effective in their own countries.

@ When did the Year start? [nternational Anti-Apartheid Year began on 21 March
1978 and continues until 20 March 1979, 21 March was chosen bacause this is
Sharpevilie Day — the day when 18 years ago in 1960 South African palice opened
fire on a peaceful demenstration in the African township of Sharpeville, killing 69
Adricans. This date has come to symbolise the brutal methods which the South
African authorities have employed for decades against all forms of peaceful
opposition.

@ But why an Anti-Apartheid Year? Secause the world community has
recognised that it has a respensibility to bring an end to apartheid and that the
measures it has taken so far have not succeeded. Like other international years —
for example, International Wormen™s Year — the United MNations hopes that it will
focus world attention on apartheid. From the very foundation of the United
MNations the world body has been concerned about the effects of the evil policies
of apar{heid both on the black people of South Africa and the danger they pose to
the world as a whole.

Both the Lnited Nations General Assembly and the Security Council have rapaatedly
appeaied to the Scuth African authorities to abandon their inhuman policies. These
appeals have been consistently ignored and recently the situation has deteriorated —
as the death in detention of Steve Biko and other detainees, snd the banning of the
Christian Institute and 18 other anti-apartheid organisations during the autumn of
1977, so vividly portrayed.

@ BUT what is apartheid? It is s unique system of institutionalised racism through
which the vast majority of South Africans — the African, Indian and Caloured
pecple — are denied any effective say in every aspect of their lives. In reality, they
have no human rights. Read Apartheid: The Facts for more infarmation,

@ What can | do? Plenty — just read an through this leaftet and you will find out
sorme of the things you can da.



APARTHEID: THE FACTS
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Population fmid 1976 estimate) Division of Land
Africans 18,628,000
Coloureds 2,434 000 Africans 13.7%
Indians 746,000 Whites 86.3%
Whites 4,320,000
Average weekly wages* Expenditure on Education®*®
Africans £13 Africans £26
Coloureds £22 Colourads £100
Indians £27 Indians £113
Whites £70 Whites £398
*  These ligures do not Include African ** The average amount spent by the
tarm labourars and domastic servants government on the sducation of
for whom wapes are usually much fower soch child a1 school par year.
I iy estimated thet sverage cash sarnings
of an African form inbourer are £3.23
[ wepak




SOUTH AFRICA

THE PASS LAWS

All Africans — male and fermale —
over the age of 16 are required to
carry pass books. Through the
pass laws, strict control is
exercised over where Africans can
live, work or travel. Passes must
be produced on demand. Failure
to do so means immediste arrest,
Every day an average of 1,000
Africans are arrested for pass

Iaw ar related offences created
under the apartheid system

which relate anly 1o Africans

THE BANTUSTANS

Africans not required in the "white” areat of South Africa are foréed to live In
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homelands’ or reserves —
comprising only 13 per cont of
South Africa’s total land srea,
MNow these Bantustans are
baing offerad ‘independanca’
and the first twio 1o take up
this option were the Transkai
in 1976 and Bophuthatswana
in 1977, By this grand design
of apartheid, South Africs
plans to ensure that, in the
woards of Cannie Mulder, the
Ministar of ‘Plural Relations’,
‘thare will not be one black
man with South Atrican
citizenship®.



REPRESSION

Thi South Africon Government wolerates
ri opposition, Mumerous security laws
give the authorities sweeping powers to
detain opponents and ban cpposition.
Most of South Africa’s true leaders are
imprisoned or in exile. In 1960, following
the Sharpeville massacre, the two main
African organsations, the African
Mational Congress and the Pan-Africanist
Congress, weoe barned. Now laws wirs
passed anahling the Government to
detain people indefinitely in solltary
confinement. Torture of detainees becams
commonplace and continues as brutslly
today. From 18963 to Saptember 1978, at
least 51 political datainees arg known o
have died in police custody. Massive
rapression followed the student protasts
in Sowete in 1976; and In October 1977
the student organisations SAS0 and
SASM were banned, together with 17

other amti-apartheid organisstions including the Christian nstitute of Southern
Africa, The World and Weekend World newspapers were also bannad, New trials of
student leaders and underground activists of the liberation movements have started
during 1978 — many af the accused face the death sentence if found guilty.

LABOUR

Linder Scruth Africa’s labour laws an African warker is axcluded from the

definition of ‘employee’, He
cannot balang to & registerad
trade union and is exciuded
from certain (skilled) jobs.
African trade umion leaders
arg constantly haressed by the
security police and many have
been banned, effectively
cutting them off from their
fellow workers, Strikes by
African workers, particularly
thoss in support of trads
union recognition, hava boeen
put down by birutal polics
action, Average African wages
are approximately one-sixth
of white wages.




Message from Ambassador Harriman
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The proclamation of the International Anti-Apartheld Year represents not only
the unamimous recognition by the member states of the United Nations of the need
for urgent and etfective action to eliminate the inhuman practice of apartheid, but
aiso an affirmation that apartheid in South Africa is 3 matter of concern 1o the
international community &d a whole

This International Year must be @ vear of meaningful action by governments
and organisations and by all men and women of consciencs in solidarity with the
oppressed people of South Africa and thelr national Hberation movements,

I welcoma the formation of the Co-ordinating Committes in the United
Kingdam and the extensive activities it has formulated for the cbservance of the
Imternational Year, | trust that tha churches, frade unions, youth and student
organitations and the public generally will cooperate with the Committes and
dovelop affective programmes of action,*

Leslie Harriman, Chairman, UN Special Committee against Apartheid

Ambazssdor Harmriman with My E § Reddy, Director of the UN
Cantro against Apartheid, with boxes of patitions callectad as
part of an mtearnational cxmpaign sgairet reprastion in Sguth
Africa (April 1978) (Pictur creait: UNSY Nagata)

The United Nations Specal Commttee against Apartheid wes formed in 1963 and
throwglrout (e igtary s played an mvafoable mobe in provmating internacional
sction sgainst aparthefed, fre meelings, sermaaans and eanferences have Bnlped biring
to the attention of the international eommiity the evils of sparthaid,

The United Narions his alsa exrablished a Centre against Apartheid wiich
putifishes extansive information about spartheid, Copies of s oxenllent Notes At
Documeants series, dealing with evory featurs of apartheit), are svallphle from the
Antr-Aparthend Movement and the United Nations Assaciation,
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International Anti-Apartheid Year Co-ordinating Committee
Chairman, Frank Hooley MP, appeals for action

Why has the United Nations for thirty years pursued so relentiessly the
condemnation of aparthaid?

Perhaps because the UN itself was born out of a conflict caused by the hideous
brutality of Nazi racism. Fundamentally, because apartheid is in every respeet 4
flagrant denial of tho Universal Declaration of Human Bights, which membes
states of the UN are pledged to obsarve,

Why singla sut South Africa for particular international eensure?

Because in South Africa racialism is the official policy of the state, estabilished by
law, with ferocious penalties, and ruthiessly enforced with all the appiratus of &
pulice state. Racial discrimination does exist in other societies but is opposad by
mast peoplie and is usually made |llegel. The massacres st Sharpevilie and Soweto,
the murder of Steve Biko, e imprisonment of Nelson Mandels and eruel
persecution ol his wifs, are only tha most notorious erimes of apartheid.
Economic exploitation, daily insults and humillations are the lot of milligns in
the apartheid society,

Itis this 'unique offence’ that het called down the condemnation of the whole
world upon South Africa,

What can you and | do about it?

First, inform ourseives about the nature of apartheid: thera 15 abundant
information from the UN itself, fram the Anti-Apartheld Movernent, from tha
United Mations Association, International Defence and Aid Fund and others,
Secondly, pressurise our own government 10 act In accordance with the many
decisions and recommendations of the UN against apartheid, Thirdly, use au
influence (n trade unions, churches, political parties and other bodies so that they
can corporately (and internationally ) bring pressure to bear.

Finally, oppose racialism in sil its forms wherever we megt it, so that the world
may never again need 10 designate an International Anti-Apartheid Year,

Frank Hooley MP

Frank Hoalay MP, Chalrman of tha
International Anti-Apartheid Yesr
Co-ordinsting Committes, plcturd
with Abdul & Minty, Hon Sscretary
of tha Anti-apartheid Movemant,
in 1963, having presented s

petitron to the International Crickar
Conference ealling for an and ta
Eports axchangss with South Africa,
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On 20 March 1978 the International Anti-Apartheid Year Co-ordinating Committee was
established at a2 meeting in the House of Commons with the aim of promoting support
for the Year in Britain and coordinating activities to mark the Year. The Committee
birings together over B0 different organisations which are concerned about apartheid,
including the British Council of Churches and different denominational groups, many
trade unions, the British Youth Counci! and other youth and student groups, and
organisations associated with the three rain parliamentary political parties, together
with groups directly concerned with the United Nations and apartheid, such as the
United Mations Association, International Defence and Aid Fund and the Anti-Apartheid
Movement.

Information about the activities of the Co-ordinating Committee and a bulletin of events
being organised tc mark the Year can be obtained by writing to: International Anti-
Apartheid Year Co-ordinating Committes, ¢/o 89 Charlotte Streat, London W1,

Far further information about apattheid, tha Tollowing addressas are usaful:

Anti-Apartheid Movernent, 89 Charlotte Stesat, London WIP 2DQ: for genaral information
ot South Africa and campaigns on pofitical prisoners, military end economic caflaboration,
sporting finks, ate; plus monthiy pubfication Anti-dpartheid News; local graups

Christisn Concorn for Sauthern Africa, T Cambridge Tarraca, London NWt: for information
abaut British campanies it Sauth Africs and their compiiance with the Cove of Conduct’

End Loans to Southern Africa (ELTSA), 134 Wrottesley Road, London NW10: for
information on campaigns against banking kinks with South Africa

Intarnational Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa, 109 Nawgate Strast, Longon EC1:
for publications on South Africa, ingiuding a special pamphiat for the Year — This is Apartheid

MNational Unian of Students (Intevaational Dept), 302 Pentonville Road, London N1: for
information on student campaigns

United Mations Aszaciation, 3 Whitaha!l Court, London SW1: for details of United MNations
policy and action an apartheid

Spantors:
Canon L John Callins, Lord Evans of Claughton, Jack Jones CH, Joan Lestor MP,
Aevd Dr Catin Marris

Publishad by Intarnationat Anti-Apartheid Year Co-ordinating Committes in cooparation with the UN
Centre against Apartheid



