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minority state. stones in the liberation struggle W 

African leaders from all four pro- reached. Three thous 
vinces came togeth all sectors of the the liberation movement 
in January 1912 to . It was only a short time 
National Congress eaders formed Umkhon- 

as Commander-in-Chief, this became 
the military wing of the ANC and had 
soon accomplished a series of nation- 

sabotage attacks on strategic 

ned, or forced into exile by 
The Afrikaner Nationalist Party Emergency, the arrest of thousands of 1964, increasing numbers of young 

came to power in 1948, formalising anti-apartheid activists and the ban- people were leaving South Africa to 
and consolidating minority rule ning of the ANC and the breakaway join its ranks. The risks and difficulties 
through the policy of apartheid and Pan-Africanist Congress, forced the involved were almost overwhelming. 

The Congress of the People meet to draw u p  the Freedom Charter, Klipfown, 25 June 1955. 



captured MK combatants faced tor- 
:me and death, while the existence of 
:he Portuguese colonies of Mozarn- 
bique and Angola and of white minor- 
ity ruled Rhodesia on South Africa's 
northern borders presented MK with 
grave logistical problems. 

The turning point came in 1976. By 
then Mozambique and Angola had 
achieved their independence after 
sustained national liberation strug- 
gles, while the Smith regime in 
Zimbabwe was under considerable 
pressure from the Zimbabwean liber- 
ation movement. The ruthless sup- 
pression of nationwide uprisings in 
the black townships that year led 
thousands of young South Africans to 
seek out the underground structures 
of the ANC and the people's army, 
MK.The indiscriminate murder of 
civilians by the South African Police 
and Defence Force, combined with a 

multitude of other repressive mea- 
sures generated renewed support for 
the armed struggle. 

Today, the liberation movement has 
never been stronger. The unity of the 
oppressed population against apart- 
heid is demonstrated by the formation 
of a United Democratic Front (UDF) 
which by the beginning of 1984 
involved 600 organisations repre- 
senting well over two million South 
Africans. The UDF, formed to fight 
government attempts to co-opt sec- 
tors of the black population by 
granting token parliamentary rep- 
resentation, is uncompromisingly 
committed to ending apartheid. 

Most of the groups involved in the 
UDF have endorsed the Freedom 
Charter, demonstrating the political 
continuity between the Congress 
movement of the 1950s and the stu- 
dent, community, trade union, reli- 

gious, women's and youth groups 
active today. Although banned, the 
slogans,colours and songs of the ANC 
are constantly in use and the political 
leadership of the movement is 
acknowledged by millions of oppres- 
sed South Africans. 

MK, too, has grown in effectiveness 
and stature and has demonstrated its 
ability to strike repeatedly at key 
economic, strategic and political 
targets throughout the country. From 
the army headquarters to the offices 
of multinational corporations, no 
apartheid installation is safe. The 
popularity of the armed struggle had 
been vividly demonstrated by mas- 
sive turnouts at funerals and com- 
memorative meetings for executed 
guerillas. 

In Namibia, the liberation move- 
ment SWAPO, which since 1967 has 
been engaged in an armed struggle to 

THE FREEDOM CHARTER 
Adopredar Kliptown. Transvaal. 26 June l955 

We, the People of South Africa, declare for all our 
country and the world t o  know: 

that South Africa belongs to all who live in it. black and 
white, and that no government can justly claim author- 
i ty unless it is based on the wi l l  of all the people; 

that our people have been robbed of their birthright t o  
land. liberty and peace by a form of government found- 
ed on injustice and inequality: 

that our country wi l l  never be prosperous or free until all 
our people live in brotherhood, enjoying equal rights and 
opportunities; 

that only a democratic state, based on the w i l l  of all the 
people. can secure t o  all their birthright without distinc- 
tion of colour, race, sex or belief: 

And therefore, we. the people of South Africa, black and 
white together - equals. countrymen and brothers - 
adopt this Freedom Charier. And w e  pledge ourselves 
t o  strive together. sparing neither strength nor courage. 
until the democratic changes here set out have been 
won. 

THE PEOPLE SHALLGOVERN! 

Every man and woman shall have the right to vote for and 
to stand as a candidate for all bodies which make laws; 

All people shall be entitled to take part in the administra- 
tion of the country. 

The rights of the people shall be the same regardless of 
race, colour or sex. 

All bodies of minority rule advisory boards councils and 
authorities shall be replaced by democratic organs of self- 
government 

ALL NATIONAL GROUPS SHALL HAVE EQUAL 
RIGHTS' 

There shall be equal status in the bodies of state in the 
courts and in the schoolsfor all nattonal groups and races 

All people shall have equal right to use their own 
languages, and to develop their own folk culture and 
customs. 

All national groups shall be protected by law against 
insults to their race and national pride, 

The preaching and practice of national race or colour 
discrimination and contempt shall be a punishable crime, 
All apartheid laws and practices shall be set aside 

THE PEOPLE SHALL SHARE I N  THE COUNTRY'S 
WEALTH! 
The national wealth of our country, the heritage of all 
South Africans, shall be restored to the people, 
The mineral wealth beneath the soil the banks and 
monopoly industry shall be transferred to the ownership of 
the people as a whole. 
All other industry and trade shall be controlled to assist the 
well-being of the people, - 
All people shall have equal rights to trade where they 
choose, 10 manufacture and to enter all trades, crafts and 
professions 

THE LAND SHALL BE SHAREDAMONGTHOSE WHO 
WORK IT! 
Restrictions of land ownership on a racial basis shall be 
ended, and all the land redivided amongst those who work 
it, to banish famine and land hunger, 

The state shall help the peasants with implements, seed, 
tractors and dams t o  save the soil and assist the tillers 
Freedom of movement shall be guaranteed to all who work 
on the land 
AH shall have the right to occupy land wherever they 
choose 
People shall not be robbed of their cattle and forced labour 
and farm prisons shall be abolished 

ALLSHALL BE EQUAL BEFORETHE LAW! 
No one shall be imprisoned deported or restricted without 
a fair trial, 
No one shall be condemned by the order of any Govern- 
ment official 
The courtsshall be representative of all the people 
mprtsonment shall be only for serious crimes against the 
people and shall aim at re-education not vengeance 
The police force and army shall be open to all on an equal 
basis and shall be the helpers and protectors of the people 
All laws which discriminate on grounds of race colour or 
belief shall be repealed 

ALLSHALL ENJOY EQUAL HUMAN RIGHTS! 
The law shall guarantee to all their right to speak, to organ- 
ise to meet together to publish, to preach. to worship and 
to educate their children, 
The privacy of the house from police raids shall be protect- 
ed by law. 
All shall be free to travel without restriction from country- 
side to town, from province to province, and from South 
Africa abroad. 

Pass Laws. permits and all other laws restricting these 
freedoms shall be abolished. 

THERE SHALL BE WORK AND SECURITY! 

All who work shall be free to form trade unions, to elect 
their officers and to make wage agreements with their 
employers: 

The state shall recognise the right and duty o' all 10 work, 
and to draw full unemployment benefits 

Men and women of all races shall receive equal pay for 
equal work, 

There shall be a forty-hour working week, a national mini- 
mum wage. paid annual leave, and sick leave for all 
workers, and maternity leave on full pay for all working 
mothers, 

Miners, domestic workers, f t rm workers and civil servants 
shall have the same rights as all others who work, 

Child labour, compound labour, the tot system and con- 
tract labour shall be abolished. 

THE DOORS OF LEARNING AND OF CULTURE 
SHALL BE OPENED' 

The government shall discover develop and encourage 
national talent for the enhancement of our cultural life, 
All the cultural treasures of mankind shall be open to all by 
free exchange of books ideas and contact with other 
lands 

The aim of educanon shall be to teach the youth to love 
their people and their culture to honour human brother- 
hood liberty and peace 
Education shall be free, compulsory universal and equal 
for all children 

Higher education and technical training shall be opened to 
all by means of state allowances and scholarships award- 
ed on the basis of merit, 

Adult illiteracy shall be ended by a mass state education 
plan, 

Teachers shall have all the rights of other citizens; 

The colour bar in cultural life, in sport and in education shad 
be abolished 

THERE SHALL BE HOUSES.SECURITY AND 
COMFORT' 

All people shall have the r~ght to live where they choose to 
be decently housed, and to bring up their families in com- 
fort and security 

Unused housirigspace to be made available to the people, 

Rent and prices shall be lowered, food plentiful and no one 
shall go hungry, 

A preventive health scheme shall be run by the state, 

Free medical care and hospitalisation shall be provided for 
aft, with special care for mothersand young children; 

Slums shall bs demolished, and new suburbs built where 
all have transport roads, lighting, playing fields, creches 
and social centres. 

The aged. the orphans, the disabled and the sick shall be 
cared for by the state, 

Rest, leisure and recreation shall be the right of all. 

Fenced locations and ghettoes snail be abolished and laws 
which break up famines shall be repealed 

THERE SHALL BE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP1 

South Africa shall be a fully independent state, which 
respects the rights and sovereignty of all nations 

South Africa shall strive to maintain world peace and the 
settlement of all international disputes by negotiation - 
not war, 

Peace and friendship amongst all our people shall be 
secured by upholding the equal rights, opportunities and 
status of all. 

The people of the protectorates - Basutoland 
Bechuanalana and Swaziland shall be free to decide for 
themselves their own future. 

The right of all the peoples of Africa to independence and 
self-government shall be recognised, and shall be the basis 
of close co-operation 

Let a l l  who love theirpeople end theircountry n o w  say. 
as we say here: '7HESE FREEOOMS WE WILL FIGHT 
FOR, SIDE B Y  SIDE, THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES, 
UNTIL WE HAVE WONOUR LIBERTY." 1 





.. an estimated 1000 people, mainly 
were killed by police during mass 
J which swept the whole of South Africa. 

Above: School children in Soweto where the 
uprisings began, 16 June. Left: police - - 
opening fire. Below: Two of the first 
casualties in Soweto. ( 



he banning of the ANC in 1960. and Namibia (PLAN), under the leader- forces. The pace of militarisation was 
ie launching of the armed struggle ship of the liberation movement significantly sharpened by the over- 
y Umkhontowe Sizwe (MK), posed a SWAPO, in the Caprivi Strip in throw of the Caetano dictatorship in 
otential military threat to the Pretoria Namibia. The following year a force of Portugal. The rapid collapse of the 
*me for the first time in many years. paramilitary police units was Portuguese colonial empire took 
7Me the early sabotage campaigns despatched to Rhodesia to assist the South African military strategists and 
rere crushed by the arrest and im- Smith r stem allies by surprise. In an 
risonment of the underground joint fo t to forestall Angolan indepen- 
iadership, the South African regime under the People's Movement 
repared itself for a protracted war in 
efence of apartheid. 
All over Southern Africa there were 

igns that the oppressed populations S the capital Luanda, but were 
rere preparing to take up arms to bique. 
efend themselves against Por- Cons 
iguese colonialism and white 
inority domination, and to fight for 
.eedom. In 1966 the South African 1960, had grown to nearly R500 milli and elsewhere have thrust the 
olice were involved in conflicts with by 1973 as Pretoria scrambled to i into the fore- 
ie People's Liberation Army of emise and strengthen its a I regime had - -  
National Securit 
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strength of black opposition in South 
Africa itself.The period of rnilit 
service was increased again to 
months, followed by annual 'cam 
[often periods of up to three 
active service) over the fo 
sight years and the procress 
militarisation was speeded u 

The 1977 White Paper ush 
qualitative change in this 
The paper spelt out the ext 
crisis facing the regime an 
demanded that a 'Total Na 
Strategy' be formulated at the 
level. Top military and state 
began demanding economi 
the centralisation of state power and 
stronger role for the army and police. 
The following year, the apartheid 
military establishment effectively 
took political power. P W Botha, the 
Defence Minister, became Prime 
Minister and immediately set about 
implementing a new militarised 'na- 
tional security' policy that involved a 
significant escalation in attacks on 
neiqhbourinq countries and internal 
mobilisationfor civil war. Power was 
centralised under the State Security 
Council, dominated by military and 
police commanders. Through a num- 
' 

?r of subordinate interde~artmental 

Estimated total number of troops trained and available for military 
service; approximately 200,000 are under arms at any one time 

bodies, the Council conducts 
strategic planning, formulating 

fh tly lowel 

ies and directives which are 
er-stamped by the Cabinet. The 

ence agency upon 

no longer able to 'guarantee t 
safety' of the apartheid regime. 
March 1982, the regime tabled legisla- 
tion which trebled the period of mil 
tary service after initial training and 
effectively doubled the number of 
troops in active reserve. The legisla- 
tion also provided for a dramatic 
increase in the strength of the com- 
mandos, local part-time white militia 
which are supposed to provide the 
'first line of defence'.It is estimated 
that these measures resulted in 
626,000 South Africans being availa- 
ble for military duties in 1983, com- 
pared with approximately 78,000 in 
1960.Ã 



1968 to R1,SOOm in 1982, by which 
it was the third largest industrial 

power to compel any company t on contract work. in the field of electronics and com- 
manufacture or supply goods to th 
Defence and ARMSCoR policy SASOL oil plants in 1980, the govern- now indispensable parts of every 
has been to private in xnent acted to further extend its con- modem weapon system. There have 
weapons production as far as pos- (TO1 The Ministry of Defence was ern- been several instances of supposedly 

powered to order companies whose civilian equipment such as  Plessey's 
installations are classified as 'National computer-linked radar systems and 
Keypoints' to set up industrial com- Marconi's tropospheric scatter 
mandos or company militias and to device being sold to South Africa for 
undertake other security measures. the military radar network. 
Censorship is rigidly imposed in mat- In an effort to undermine the grow- 
ters relating to arms production, arms ing pressure for more comprehensive 

Workers assembling ammunition 
at ARMSCOR factory. 

SOME MAJOR MK ATTACKS ON MILITARY/INDUSTRIAL TARGETS 

s destroyed. 
witn jonannesburg and Cape Town 

the Natal South Coast. 
State. 

ee-pronged sabotage attack on Transvaal ESCOM 
installations. 

11.8.81 Voortrekkerhoogte military base hit by rocket attack. 
ef house on Swaziland border, manned by SADF 
, attacked and destroyed by rockets and grenades, 

etona power substation bombed. 
et mines damage fuel depot and ESCOM transformer in 
m Transvaal. 

way depot at Vryheid bombed. Blast shatters Durban- 
rand oil pipeline. 
xplosions at the Koeberg nuclear power station. 

Car bomb explodes outside S A Airforce HQ, Pretoria. 
10.10.83 Limpet mines destroy 10 petrol tanks and tankers at 

Warmbat hs. 



South African war machine has been 
built up through persistent violations 
of the embargo, and through the trans- 
fer of Western technology and exper- 
tise. Most of the arms manufactured 
by ARMSCOR are modifications, 
copies or licensed productions of 
Western systems. Many of the 
components, particularly iq high 
technology fields like computers and 
electronics, are imported directly 
from the West. Even the machinery 

I used by ARMSCOR is imported, and 

1 one in ten of its employees are foreig- 

THE MYTH OF SELF-SUFFICIENCY 

All the major weapons systems shown above axe direct imports or 
have been assembled under licence or manufactured on the basi 
imported technology. For example, the G5 gun and its sister, the 
which are two of the systems ARMSCOR is now trying to export, a 
modifications of a 155mm system imported from the Canadian/ 
American Space Research Corporation with CIA assistance. The 
machinery to manufacture the systems in South Africa was sub- 
sequently imported from West Germany and other countries. It is also 

'believed that ARMSCOR acquired the technology to convert the sys- 
tems for nuclear use and that a nuclear shell fired from one of the 
guns was tested over the south Atlantic in September 1979. 



financed entirely by the USA and B 
tain. who also enriched the uranium 
make it suitable for nuclear reactions. ..... The availability of immediate use which nuclear technology has, as 

In 1960 an American company con- compared to conventional military problems of distance, time and 

traded to build the regime's first nuc- mobilization cannot be ignored ..... The acquisition of nuclear weapons 

lear reactor. Safari 1, which went 'crit- will not necessarily isolate South Africa any further. Without a strong 

in lgfW The cmpplipri the power base all modem diplomacy is doomed to failure. As Kissinger 

Safari reactors with enough enriched himself puts it: 'Peace therefore, cannot be aimed at directly; it is the 

uranium to make over ten Nagasaki- expression of certain conditions and power relationships. It is to these 

type bombs. relationships - not to peace -that diplomacy must address itself ". 
(Translation) L.D. Barnard, Head of National Intelligence Service, 1977 Britain has also played an important - - -- - - 

role in the regime's nuclear build up, were able to open a small enrichment Â To suppress the growing internal 
resistance from the liberation 
movements by bombing rural 

ance. Valindaba has now been areas in which there is a strong 

ed out a survey to see in 
example of direct British 

Tinto Zinc Company 
African authorities in establishing the g the Koeberg power attack independent African 
Rossing uranium mine in Namibia in Africa's first nuclear ties who oppose apartheid 

bombing their major cities. 
of uranium from Ross 
to British Nuclear Fue f course, possession of nuclear 

of tons of uranium rni gives the South African regime 

were sent to Britain in direct violation the aims of the Koeberg development much greater power to blackmail and 

of United Nations roles. The United is to provide another source of nuc- make threats in the international 

Nations Decree No. 1 on Namibia lear materials for weapons. arena. 

states that the mineral wealth of South Africa is now actively co- A few years ago the Minister of the 
Namibia is the property of the Nami- operating with Israel and all evidence Interior announced that white South 
bian people and should not be ex- suggests that these two 'outlaw states' Africa would not hesitate to use every 

ploited before the territory is inde- are collaborating on a nuclear means at its disposal to ensure the 
pendent. weapons programme. There have preservation of the apartheid system. 

In 1980 the Deputy Defence Minister West Geman collaboration has led been reports that they are working on 
emlhed Mher that wodd be :o the introduction of a uranium research into Cruise missiles. 

anrichment process known as the 'jet Ther are two main uses to which very stupid not to use it if nuclear 

nozzle' technique. With secret Ger- nuclear weapons could be put by the weapons were needed in the last re- 
man assistance the South Africans apartheid regime: sort'.< 



Since the adverse publicity attach 

was specifically altered, allowing 
units to be called up in peacetime for 

tween 1979 and 1981 the South African 
Army combined with the South Afri- 
can Police (SAP) in joint operations 
that 'included 22 cordon operations 
and 633 road blocks'. This implies that 
other, undisclosed operations took 
place. The first major publicised 
operation involving the military since 
1976, occurred in late March 1978. 
diers armed with rifles and dr 
bayonets combined with police 
traffic officers to surround Sowet 
Alexandra and other Reef townshi 

All people and vehicles pas 
through the road blocks were stop- 
ped and searched by police or 
soldiers. The military presence was 
justified as 'crime prevention' and as a 
means of teaching 'police action' to 
soldiers. In early June 1981 the army 
and police sealed off Soweto yet 
again, and on June 15 it was reported 
that police and troops were standing 
by to move into Soweto on the follow- 
ing day. Probably the most publicised 
operation involving the South African 
Defence Force (SADF) centred on the 
schools boycotts in the Westbury 
Flats 'coloured' townships during June 
1981. Initially the SAP sealed off the 
township while riot police conducted 
house-to-house searches. In the sec- 
ond phase of the operation the army 

Clockwise from to 
Police, riot squad 
Soweto, June l976 
unit in training. Sc 
deployed in Nami 
forcibly arrested I 
carry away youth, 
fire teargas at Crc 
1983. 'Stop and se 

ixecution and sustained vertical and horizontal co-ordination ..... 
Conventional organizations in democratic systems do not as  a rule lend 
themselves to these procedures. Therefore organizational changes or 
adaptions would appear to be imperative". 

Lieutenant General J R Dutton 



"The effective indoctrination of the people is necessary to support the . 

unching of military and police offensives." 
Lieutenant General P J Coetzee, August l981 

i reservists in 

I African soldz 

wlice. Soldiers 
we to 1976. Police 
,oads residents, 
'h ' at gunpoint. 

theless a friend of the black man and is prepared to defend him. We 
want the national serviceman to teach the black man whilst his rifle is 
standing in the corner of the classroom". 

Major General Charles Lloyd, former Head of the South West African 

h as the SASOL oil-from-coal refin- 
es. In January 1982, the SADF 

launched a 'new' highly publicised 
strategy of 'area defence'. According 

' while 'reaction 

on in urban and rural areas 
the Civic Action Programme. 

trators, even as directors of 
in the bantustans. They wear 

information on the 
They are expected 
hides of their pupils 

which they participate. All civic action 
personnel working in the townships 
fall under the regional military intelli- 



The 'voluntary' civil defence organisa- 
tions are designed to take responsi- 
bility for essential services in times of 
natural and military emergency, re- 
lieving the armed forces of these res- 
ponsibilities. One of the main aims is 
to mobilise the entire white popula- 
tion into hierarchical structures under 
overall military control. 

Training does not involve the use of 
military arms. However, given the fact 
that a million and a half white South 
Africans possess light arms, and 
given the broad legislative definition 
of civil defence, 'to provide for the 
protection of the Republic and its 
inhabitants in a state of emergency 
and in other incidental matters', it is 
clear that civil defence organisations 
will be used as reserve commando 
and police units. 

Civil Defence structures really only 
got off the ground after the 1976 up- 
risings. A uniform Civil Defence Ordi- 
nance Act set out the responsibilities 
and powers of provincial administra- 
tions and local authorities. Industries, 
commercial enterprises, schools and 
universities were encouraged to es- 
tablish their own internal civil defence 
organisations. 

In 1979 the SADF noted a 'marked 
improvement' in the state of pre- 
paredness of civil defence organisa- 
tions. But three years later in the 
Transvaal, interest in civil defence 
had dropped dramatically, with no 

CIVIL DEFENCE STRUCTURES 

OPERATIONS 

AFF OFFICER 

WARDS, CELLS ETC (VAR 
ACCORDING TO DEMANDS OF 
LOCAL AUTHORITY) 

ROUPS 

.L 
CS 

according to geographic location. Ward leaders plus the ~ L a g e r s  of 
Emergency Services could constitute the local civil defence committee 
under the chairmanship of the Chief of Civil Defence of the area. 

Every ward is in turn divided into a number of cells. The cells normally 
comprise a limited number of families living in close proximity to one 
another. A Cell leader is appointed to advise and co-ordinate the action of 
householders in his cell, and most important of all, to initiate on-the-spot 
activity. In this way the civil defence organization aims at involving every 
white man, woman and child in the country." 

Province Command has trained white 
municipalities having more than 600 workers at factories around Port 
active volunteers. In the Cape Pro- Elizabeth in the protection 
vince, out of 264 municipalities and dustrial sites. Volunteers und 
divisional councils, only 10 had three-week course, including 
achieved required standards. musketry, fieldcraft, crowd contro 

Civil defence has been slightly roadblock routines, anti- 
more successful in some of the large cedures and lectures on int 
companies. For example, Eastern urity.0 

Children on civil defence execises of traffic patrol and 
fire-fighting 



here are many ways 
tch-hiking safe for soldiers. 

are indemnified against 

ar occurrences in most towns nt cover. Special pick-up 
ties; civilian light arms sales have been marked along 
doming; the sale of war games in from army camps. 

onds has rocketed. 

play a vital role as 
bit the coverage of sensitive 
nd the government controlled 

lilitaristic propaganda. Ra e millionaire, Rayrnond 
?quest programmes , hands over R25,OOO to 
nifonn' take up many 
asting time each 
ecision-makers meet regularly wit 
m y  generals to discuss prc 
aganda. 
Advertisers, 

rowing war psychosis to push the 
roducts. Paratus, the official SAD 
)urnal. is full of adverts directed 2 

oldiers. 
Other adverts reflect and capitalis 

m the general militarisation of soc 
'ty. A light truck is a 'little tank'; a law 
rower fights the 'battle of the l am 
n electronics company 'shoots dow 
ugh prices' and calls on customers 1 
narch in for the best prices'; and 
Ideo camera is marketed under th 
mner  'Shoot the workers - it's th 
inly way they'll learn'. 

People are encouraged to di 
leeper into their pockets to help th 
rar effort. The Southern Cross Fun( 

Extracts of advertisements from official military journal. Paratu 

m). According to the Cape Times 
eporter, Captain Willem 
. 'Chaplains play a tre- 
important role in sustain- 

of the men in the 
nce Force, more than people out- 

well as their ideological role, 
plains also attempt to off-set some 

f the serious psychological effects of 
soldiers. These harmful effects 
flected by the fact that the 
r of published crimes conunit- 

d by Defence Force personnel has 
over 500% in the last 
the role of helping the 
adjustment of the sol- 

ains are assisted by 
arious civilian organisations which 

to reorientate the soldiers to 
street' (civilian life).. 

Military chaplains on parade. 



Major developments are currently 
taking place to maximise the 
tribution of schools, colleges 
universities to the apartheid 
effort. The white Afrikaans univer- 

and scientific fields through organisa- 
tions like the Council for Scientific and 

ttitude and friendly face'. Extracts fro 
dven ture Camp brochure. 

An SADF deserter described th red and the 
demic racism in the army: 
he enemy is always identified us me oicic~s. i ne ma 

ike the first time we shot with our rifles, afte 
er came up and said something like: 'Ja seims, juUe moot lekke 
t eendag sal jy 'n kaffir met daardie geweer skiet'. (One day you 

they used to give these examples like: 'What if a 'kaffir' rapes your 
research projects. At most should be proud to kill him. You won't only be doing something 
sities there are also academi g a duty for your country'. Almost even  
serve the SADF in a professional ad- day I used to end up in arguments.w 
visory capacity. 

established, but the militarisation pro- 
cess is now taking place in a far more 
structured manner under direct army 
contro 

The 
as part of the SADFs 'area defence' 

Paramilitary cadet 
white schoolboys has 

system, each province being divided 
into command and group areas. 
There is close liaison between cadet 
detachments and local army units. 
Military officers are being seconded 
to schools. Teachers are expected to 
develop military skills - for instance, 
the SADF recommends that art 
teachers learn camouflage tech- 
niques. 

Training camps run outside school 
hours have also been encouraged. 

e indoctrination they receit 

--l- IÃ̂M - 2- S 

Pupils are taught subjects like 'ter- 
rorist hunting' and given lectures on 
the 'communist threat', as well as 



toddlers aged between three and six yearsinspect weapons at 3SA1 Base 

S STRATEGIC STI 

Extract of University exam paper on Advanced Study of In ternal War. 

y 'adventure camps' 
vgramrnes for 'co- 
i children have been 

- . - -. - - - - . - - 
, so Indian children ha; 
cadets. 
s SADF has also started I 

part in education camps an 

ew they were being taken fro 
1 premises in army trucks. 
said the camps were being 

cause the army was trying to W 

eir trust. An alrrned pare 
the camps as 'part of 
e indoctrination proces . 'it all seems so innocen 

d stands guard at 'adventure' 



The vast territory of Namibia, con- 
quered with extreme brutality by Ger- 
man colonists, was occupied by South 
African troops during the First World 
W a.. 

Since then, South African and multi- 
ional companies have plundered 
immense mineral and fishing re- 

ources, while Pretoria has resisted 

Namibia is a ravaged land, 
and plundered by years of 

ected to a reign of terror under one of 
the most intensive military occupa- 
tions in the world. 

There are an estimated 100,000 
troops under South African control in 

Namibian refugeerwitness at the Second Session o f  the Intematio 
Commission of  Inquiry into the crimes of  the racist and apartheid 
Southern Africa. uanda, 30 Januaxy-3 February 1981 
"I was arrested ,1980, by the military police of the 

kati Prison where I was 
interrogated again. They asked me to tell them about the assistance we 
give to the freedom fighters who are reported to be around our area. If I did 
not do it myself, at least I must tell them anybody I knew who has done it, 
and at least I must tell the truth. This was the 16tl 
of July I was called back to the office and asked t 
the same answe 

"Then a black p01 , tied my a m s  oe 
and blindfolded tached to the little fing 
both my hands. It was switched on and off and I screamed. They sai 
were not going to disconnect me from the electrical instrum 
the noise I was making when I screamed, they put cotton wool into my 
mouth and covered my mouth with a cloth so I couldnot breathe properly. 
They kept on switching the instrument on and off. I felt all the agony, the 
pain until I was no longer myself. This started from eight in the morning 
until two o'clock". 

people.The overwhelming majo ng numbers of peasants and worker 
the population support SWAPO nto exile, where they joinedSWAP0 
its armed wing, the People's Lib 

rganised. Several thousand cox 
workers who went on strik 

e north, where they were attache 

WAPO guerilla forces. Soon afte 
SADF took control of countei 

military presence in norther 

ed to larger military bases. Hun- 
of Namibians have simply dis- 

ttlement of thousands of peopl 
the incorporation of some 10,OO 

Y. 
HOweverj 'civic has Armoured mlu ugh the streets of Windhoek, 
n the hearts and minds of the 



convinced that armed struggle must be the main form of our li 

were transformed into military 

TA, were settled into 
along the border. 

SWAPU gzrenllas attend to me medical need ate with increasing effectiveness. It is 

En the greater part of Namibia South Africa maintains its hold over the 
country by means of ordinary police and security police. In the operational 
area there is a complex of army units, police, security police, special 
constables and home guards under the control of the army. Many are 
recruited from the local population. 

Service in the army, the police or the home guard means some kind of 
income in a situation of widespread unemployment. Headmen, 
collaborating with the regime, have to be protected by home guards. The 
whole complex of security forces in the operational area is designated by 
the Ovambo word 'omakakunya'. We found it hard to determine the liter 
meaning of the word, but its implications are by no means flattering - 
'bloodsuckers', 'bonepickers' and so on. Not all units may be guilty of 

together under one common 

That detention and interrogation 
accompanied by beating, torture, 
accepted as  common knowledge. 

Reports of what occurs in the operational area indicate that it is c 

at nothing to force information out of people. They break into homes, beat 
up residents, shoot people, steal and kill cattle and ofteh pillage stores and 
tea rooms. When the tracks of SWAPO guerillas are discovered by the 
Security Forces the local people are in danger. Harsh measures are 
intensified. People are blindfolded, taken from their homes and left beaten 
up and even dead by the roadside. Women are often raped. It is not 
unknown for a detachment to break into a home while black soldiers keep 
watch over the family, white soldiers select the best-looking girls and take 
them into the veld and rape them. There is no redress because reporting 
irregularities or atrocities to commanders is considered a dangerous or 
fruitless exercise. 

Report on Namibia, May 1982 
The South African Catholic Bishops' Conference 

often said by locals that the Boers 
control Namibia by day, SWAPO by 
night'. 

Protected by the population and 
operating with their support, rela- 
tively small numbers of guerillas are 
thus able to tie down thousands of 
South African troops, carrying out 
sabotage operations, attacking South 
African patrols and military bases and 
assisting in political work. However, 
SWAPO has never seen military 
action as a substitute for political 
work, and as much effort is devoted to 
the task of political education and 
mobilisation as to the guerilla strug- 

Namibians demand the 
implemen fa tion of UN Resolution 
435, the internationally agreed 
upon formula for a ceasefire and 
free elections. 



h e  of the mass Graves ofNamibian refuqees killed by South African troops 
t Kassinga, 4 M& 1978. lnset: ~ a m i b i a i  refugees before the massacre: - 
THE 

r ^ A  
A Gen Viljoen, Chief of Army, 

3rigadier M J Du Plessis, 
Zommander 44 Parachute 
Brigade. At Kassinga as  observer 
n charge of all paratroopers. 
Promoted to Maj Gen and 
Inspector General of Army. 

to Lt Gen, Chief of Staff (Ops.) 
S ADF. 

Opt A Marais,Buccaneer pilot and 
Maj J Church, helicopter pilot; 
both awarded the Honoris Crux 
medal for their role in the 
massacre. 

ensure its own survival. South 
ca's apartheid regime is deter- 

aintain its grip over all the 
ependent states i 
ese countries, 

ent Co-ordination Conference 
C), are equally determined to 
the ties of economic depen- 

dence that bind them to Pretoria. 
South Africa hectors, threatens and 
attempts to destabilise its neighbours. 
Outright military attacks alternate 
with economic pressure and funding 
of subversive activities. 

Angola, the least dependent on the 
apartheid economy, has suffe 

ost. In 1975, the SADF, in CO 

before the MPLA libe 
ent could institute an ind 

he South African forces were driven 
into occupied Namibia. Since 

, Angola has been under constant 
ack with large scale invasions in 

980, 1981 and 1983-84. 
In August 1981, about 5,000 troops 

occupied most of Kunene Province in 
southern Angola. They carried off 
agricultural machinery, vehicles, cat- 
tle and other property from Kunene 
and destroyed crops and communica- 
tion links. In other parts of the count 
bridges, highways, railway lines, f 
tones and public buildings have be 
bombed or blown up and crop 
cattle destroyed. The vital Ben 
railway has been repeatedly closed 
by UNITA bandits, and the Luanda oil 
refinery attacked by a South African 
Commando unit. 

The military aggression and oc- 
cupation has caused continued suffer- 
ing and hunger for the people of 
southern Angola and the thousands of 
Namibian refugees in the area. In one 
attack alone, at Kassinga in May 1978, 

er  600 Namibian refugees, many of 
children, were massac 
African paratroopersTh 
camp were then mined 

vent medical aid getting to the victims. 
Some of the most damning evi- 

dence of South African atrocities has 
come in the statements of former mer- 
cenaries, members of the notorious 32 
Battalion based at Buffalo in northern 
Namibia. This battalion, established in 
1975, is officered by SADF regulars 
and white mercenaries from countries 
such as Britain and Zimbabwe, with its 
ranks consisting mainly of former 



ANGOLA 1975-76: 
Following the collapse of the fascist dictatorship in Portugal in 1974, it 
became clear that Angola would soon be independent under the MPLA, 
the liberation movement that had fought for independence for the previous 
fourteen years. Alarmed at the prospect of a genuinely independent and 
socialist state in the region, South African forces crossed into Angola in 
August 1975. Their aim was to seize the capital Luanda before 
independence day, 11 November, and hand over power to the 
group, which had previously collaborated with the Portuguese an 
now under South African tutelage. 

Simultaneously, in an elaborate scheme worked out with the American 
CIA, Zairean troops invaded from the north. Despite vigorous resistance 
by the Angolan people, the South African armoured car columns and 
Zairean forces were finally halted, with Cuban assistance, only a few 
miles from Luanda. 

Having failed in their objective, the South African forces turned tail and 
fled for the Namibian border. The flag of independent Angola was hoisted 
in Luanda on schedule, and the MPLA set about the task of constructing a 
new society. 

Â¥ 

nembers of the defeated Angolan 
group which took part in the 1975 
South African invasion. 32 Battalion 
has been responsible for systematic 
scorched earth' tactics and the ter- 
rorisation of the local population. 
Trevor Edwards, a British mercenary 
previously employed in the Rhode- 
sian Selous Scouts testified that: 

'Our main job is to take an area 
nd clear it. We sweep through 
and we kill everything in 

le, goats, people 
. We are out to 

stop SWAPO so we stop them 
getting into the villages for 
food and water. ' 

An equally important part of the de- 
stabilisation strategy is the use of 
UNITA, a group originally under Por- 
tuguese and CIA control which was 
involved in the 1975 South African in- 
vasion. UNITA, which now functions 
as an arm of the SADF, is based and 
trained in Namibia and has been 

praises his South African patrons: 'We 
can't do anything without you', he is 
recorded as saying, 'you are just like 
our parents'. Trained in the north east 
Transvaal, MNR groups have set up 
well equipped bases in remote areas 
in Mozambique and are supplied by 
air and sea from South Africa. 

The MNR has caused havoc in rural 
areas, attacking farms, villages and 
development projects and disrupting 
communication and power supplies 
throughout the centre of the country. 
Road and rail communications with 
the hinterland have also been attack- 
ed, forcing Zimbabwe and Botswana 
to channel their goods through South 
Africa rather than than Mozambique. 
In little over a year the vital oil 
pipeline from Beira to Zimbabwe was 
sabotaged five times. In December 
1982. South African seaborne com- g r  had e a e  - mandos destroyed the Beira oil depot, age estimated at 10 billion dollars. causing a wtrol crisk in Zimbabwe 

Added to this are the setbacks that almostparalyseditstraiBportnet- national reconstruction and develoo- 

on manpower and resourc ocities committed by roving 

population of Sofala Province is 

South African strategy aimed at armed. FRELIMO forces have 

stabilising Mozambique. Establis 
LJd&tib. in 1976 by POX~LKJU~S~ C O ~ O I I ~ . ~ ~ ~ S ,  The political reasons for the 

backed by the then Rhdesian se- deployment of these surrogate forces 
curity forces, the MNR headquarters are obvious: Pretoria candeny that it 
was moved to South Africa after Zim- is responsible for aggression against 
babwean independence. its neighbours, presenting the bandit 

Notes of meetings between the groups as alternatives to the govem- 
MNR and South Africans in October ments of Mozambique and Angola 
1980, which were captured by the and encouraging tribal divisions. But 
Mozambican army, are very r any support the bandits may have had 
ing. Dhlakama, leader of the in the past has evaporated as a result 

active in the south-east and central 
regions of Angola since indepen 
dence. UNITA destroys communi 
tions, attacks villages, 
economic targets and has 
foreign aid workers t 

Kunene Province has often bee 
iescrhed as being 
control' and the South 
pation was partly aime 
[JNITA's credibility. 
ittempt to establish a 'buffer zone' in 
:he belief that this would stop SWAPO 
military activity in Namibia, but as 
SWAPO is firmly established inside 
Namibia this did not have the desired 
effect. 

South African aggression has cost 
Angola dearly in human suffering and 

+ 

economic loss. In November 1982, 
President dos Santos announced that 
since November 1975, South African m September 



African 
Since tip 
constant 

hodesian troops 

es have not only come under political opponents in neighbouring 
in Anaola.The SADF attack on countries, murdering the ANC rep- 

Namibia or South Afr 

Oliver Tambo. Presi 
to the ~o&th  Congress ~~FRELIMO, April 1983 ANC President Oliver Tarnbo. 



The apartheid state has faced little of the resister 
more than token opposition from the 

white minority. Groups such 

three thousand conscripts fail to 
up for military service. Most of the 

sion which had been investigat 

Billy Paddock 

tion in both a combatant and Is on us to take the side o 
batant position. The first poor and oppressed 

non-military overalls for the r 
der of their sentences. These 

churches to take a public stand in sup- as a crime against humanity.! 



In an attempt to co-opt sections of the "Between the anvil of united mass action and the hammer of the arme 
black population into supporting struggle we shall crush apartheid and white minority racist rule." 
apartheid, the South African regime is - message from Nelson Mandela, smuggled off Robben Is 

g the parliamenary sys- 
limited representation to 
d Indian people, while 

anently excluding the African 
ority. Part of the price to be  p 
these communities for this 'c 

hich is likely to be extended gra 
ver the next few years. 
badly needs the extra 

and attaches conside 
importance to the propaganda v 

the liberation movemen 
But conscription of bl 

a limited basis will be  fi 

tion in 1981 led to thousands of black 
people leaving the country to escape 
military service - many of them indications of the rising resistance to heid economy is in deep recession, a 
instead joined the SWAPO forces. apartheid. Non-racial independent condition exacerbated by the 
The United Democratic Front, which trade unions are spreading rapidly, immense cost of the militarisation 
unites millions of South Africans youth, student, community and programme, and its political efforts to 
opposed to the new constitutional sys- women's organisations are drawing co-opt 'coloured' and Indian people 
tern, has raised the call: No to Con- more and more members -and most are clearly failing. There is growing 
scription'. This campaign to resist of these groups are united in the UDF dissension in white ranks and unity 
apartheid conscription is being taken and committed to ending apartheid. amongst the oppressed. 
up by student unions, conscientious Most worrying for the regime is that While the ability of the apartheid 
objector support groups and other despite ruthless clampdowns, in- regime to increase its aggression 
organisations around the country. cessant propaganda and attacks on against the people of Southern Africa 

The growing resistance to the refugees in neighbouring countries, remains a formidable threat to 
regime's military drive is just on a1 peace, it is clear that the 
aspect of an overall mobilisatio sed people of South Africa and 
against apartheid that, despite vicio a are moving rapidly forwar 
repression, is daily gaining ground. overthrow of apartheid an 
the Bantustans, people are rising ishment of non-racial 
against the corrupt leaders impos cieties. As the Sou 
by Pretoria. Boycotts, demonstratio ce Minister, General 
strikes and armed actions which tak has admitted: 'Bullets 
place throughout the country are all regime is beset by crises. The apart- kill bodies, not beliefs1.e 

l reedom-iov~ng peopic of South Afnca sa\ with one voice t o  the whole world that 
we chcnsh the vision of a unitcd democratic South Afnca based on the will of t h ~  
people, and will stnvc for the unity of all our people through united action against 
the evils of apartheid and economic and all other forms of exploitation, and in our 
march t o  a free and just South Afnca we arc guided by these noble ideals 

WC stand for the creation of a true democracy in which all South Afncans will 
participate in tlie ~ovcrnmcnl  of our country 

Vie stand for a sin@c, n o n - r a d .  unfragnientcd South Afnca. a South Africa free 
of Bantuslans and Group Areas 

We say all forms of oppression and exploitation must end 
In accordance with these noble ideals we join hands as community. women's, 

students' rcbpous, sportinc and othcr organisations and trade unions t o  say n o  t o  

Women %ill suffer peatcr hardshjp~ under the ncu p a s  laws, women will be 
divided from thcir children and families- 

Poverty and m a l n u t n t ~ ~ n  uiU continue t o  disrupt family life 
Thc brunt of apartheid ndl still be earned bk our famihcs. non-raaal sport uill 

suftcr. thcrc will be less money for the budding of sports fai-hues. and forced sepaia- 
tion wiil deal non-rxial sport a further blou 

Vne know that apdithcid udl continuc. that white domuutionandc\ploit2tion will 
continue. that fort-cd removals the Group Areasand the Bantustans will remain 

WC knou that there will not bc an end to the unequal distribution of land, wealth 
and resources of the countri.  that the mwator)  labour S) stcm will live on to dcstrob 

apartheid partners and Q controf 
We say no t o  the Repubbc of South Afnca Constitution Bill - a Bill which will Our lives will suit be 

create yet another undemocratic constitution in the country of our birth Mindful of the f a d  
We say no t o  the Koornhof Bills which will deprive more and more Afncan people will further entrench ap 

of their btrthnght all our peoplc wherever they ma\ bc in ihe cities and countrvside, the factories 
We say yes t o  the birth of the United Democratic Front o n  this historic day. mincs. schools. colleges and universities, houses and sports fields, churches, niosqu 
WC know that this govcrnnicnt is determmc-d t o  break the umty of our oeoolf ana tcmolcs. to fiehi for our trcsdom 

that our people will face peater hardships, that our people living in &ially se&gaicd 
and relocated areas will be cut off from the wealth thev produce in the cities that 
rents and other basic charges will increase and that our living standards win fa l l tha t  
working people will be divided race from race, urban from rural, employed from 
unemployed, men from women 

Low waecs, poor working conditions. attacks on our trade unions will continue, 
students wiU continue t o  suffer under unequal education created to supply a reservoir 
of  cheap labour. 

Ethnic control and unequal facilities will remain,apartheid will still be felt in our 
classrooms 

The religious and cultural life of our people will be harmed 
The sins of apartheid will continue t o  be stamped on thc culture and religions of  

our people. The oppression and exploitation of women will continuf 

Vie therefore resolve t o  stand shoulder to shoulder in our corn 
con~niil  oursches t o  work topethcr t o  organise and 
student. women's. religous and other orcamsauons 
Dcniocratii. I font consult OUT people rccularty an 
represent thcir views and aspirations educate all about the mmmg dangcn and t 
need for unity. build and strengthen all organisations of the people, and he unitcd 
action against these Bills and othcr d a ~  -10-33; problems affecting our people. 

And now therefore we pledfc t o  come together in this United Democratic I font 
and fipht vidc b> side agiomt the governn~ent's constitutional p r o p o d s  and th 
Koornhor Bills 

Decfaranon of the United Democratic Front 
Cape Town, August l983 



In response to calls from the people of Southern Africa, organisations have 
been established throughout the world to campaign in support of the liberation 
struggles in Namibia and South Africa. The external offices of the liberation 
movements also provide information on the struggle for freedom. 

In Britain, the Anti-Apartheid Movement has campaigned for twenty five years 
for the isolation of the Pretoria regime and in support of the Namibian and South 
African people, while the Namibia Support Committee focusses on the in- 
dependence struggle in Namibia. The Mozambique and Angola information 
offices distribute information on those countries. 

Internationally, the World Campaign Against Military and Nuclear Collabora- 
tion with South Africa co-ordinates actions to end military support for the apart- 
heid regime. The International Defence and Aid Fund produces a wealth of 
books, pamphlets, photo exhibitions and other visual materials on apartheid. 

The Anti-Apartheid Movement 
13 Mandela Street 
London NW 1 0DW 
Tel: 0 1 387 7966 

The African National Congress 
P.O. Box 38 
28 Penton Street 
London N19PR 

International Defence and Aid Fund 
for Southern Africa 
Canon Collins House 
64 Essex Road 
London N 1 8LR 
Tel: 01 359 9181 

The Namibia Support Committee 
P.O. Box 16 
53 Leverton Street 
London NW5 2NX 
Tel: 01 267 194 112 

SWAPO of Namibia 
P.O. Box 194 
London N5 1LW 

Mozambique Information Office 
34 Percy Street 
London W 1P 9FG 
Tel: 01 636 7108 

Angola Information 
34 Percy Street 
London W 1P 9FG 
Tel: 01 637 1945 

The World Campaign Against 
Military and Nuclear Collaboration 
with South Africa 
P.O. Box 2 
Lindeberg Gaard 
Oslo 10 
Norway 
Tel: 30 1345 

This booklet has been written and produced by COSAWR, the Committee 
on South African War Resistance, in Britain. COSAWR is an organisation of 
South Africans exiled as a result of their refusal to fight in the apartheid 
armed forces. COSAWR campaigns in support of war resisters imprisoned 
in South Africa and exposes the growing militarisation of the apartheid 
regime and its threat to peace. A bi-monthly journal Resister is available 
for Â£3.0 annually. 

COSAWR (UK), B.M. Box 2 190,  ond don W C ~ N  3XX. Tel278 6928 
COSAWR (N), Postbus 543,1000AN Amsterdam, Netherlands. 
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