
Southern Africa: A 

Making Hope 

a Reality 

International Conference 

Southern Africa: 

Making Hope a Reality 

14 to 15 June 1993 

From apartheid destruction to a new era of 

reconstruction and development 

throughout Southern Africa 

Organisedby the Anti-Apartheid Movement 
in co-operation with the United Nations Special Committee against Apartheid 

Declaration 1 

Secretary's 





International Conference 
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Declaration 

T HE theme 'Southern Africa: Making Hope a Reality" reflects both the spirit of the International Conference and 

the understanding of the issues at stake. There exists a profound hope for the future of Southern Africa which 

arises from the knowledge that a genuine end t o  apartheid will result in a real improvement in the quality of life not 

only for the Black majority in South Africa but also for all the peoples of the Southern Africa region. 

But there is also a deep appreciation of the realities of the situation; a recognition of the serious obstacles 

which will have to be overcome; and an acknowledgement of the many challenges which will have to  be faced if the 

vision of a new Southern Africa is to become a reality. 

The greatest single obstacle is the fact that apartheid is still alive. Every effort must be made to  support 

and encourage those striving for the democratic transformation of South Africa. The international community must 

spare no effort in ensuring that at the earliest possible opportunity the people of South Africa can exercise their 

democratic rights in the country's first ever one-person one-vote elections and that it must play an appropriate role 

in guaranteeing that the electoral process is free and fair. It is these elections which should usher in a new era in 

South African history leading to  the end of apartheid and the creation of a new united, non-racial and democratic 

society. 

The challenges facing the new democratic government in South Africa will be immense. It will have t o  

embark on programmes of reconstruction and development in order t o  eradicate the injustices of apartheid which 

have done so much harm to  the people of South Africa and to put into effect policies which will overcome its 

legacies. 

A democratic South Africa opens up the vision of a new future for the Southern Africa region as a whole. 

It is a region which has tremendous potential not least because of the remarkable qualities of its peoples. Yet their 

aspirations have been frustrated by the destructive consequences of apartheid South Africa's policies of aggression 

and destabilisation which have caused so much havoc and misery throughout Southern Africa. 

The prospect exists of a new era of reconstruction and development throughout Southern Africa. A 
democratic South Africa together with the countries of the region, building on the collective experience of the 

Frontline States and the Southern Africa Development Community, will be in a position to  work out a 

comprehensive programme for balanced and equitable development which will enrich the lives of all the peoples of 

Southern Africa. This in turn will help create conditions of common security between and within the countries of the 

region. 

The efforts of the peoples of the region to  build a new Southern Africa must now inspire the international 

community as did their struggles against racial tyranny. New forms of solidarity are now required to  address the 

challenges of the future. 

London was the venue of the meeting in June 1959 which gave birth t o  what was t o  become a unique 

movement of international solidarity which provided expression to  the moral outrage against apartheid, provided a 

framework for action against external collaboration with the apartheid system as well as providing support for those 

resisting the evil system. Its greatest strength lay in the fact that above all it consisted of ordinary people from all 

walks of life who were determined to  play their part in ridding the woru  of apartheid. 
* 

A new movement of solidarity is now required to support the people of Southern Africa in their efforts t o  

make their hopes a reality. This International Conference - 'Southern Africa: Making Hope a Reality" will have 

succeeded in i t s  objectives if it has helped to  accelerate the process of democratic change in South Africa and sow 

the seeds for a new movement of solidarity. 

Mwalimu D r  Julius K. Nyerere 1 5 June 1993 Archbishop Trevor Huddleston CR 
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International Conference 

Southern Africa: Making Hope a Reality 

14 to 15 June 1993 

Conference Secretary's Report 

T HE International Conference 'Southern Africa: Making Hope A Reality" took place at Church House, London, on 

Monday 14 and Tuesday 15 June 1993. It was convened by Archbishop Trevor Huddleston CR and Mwalimu 

Julius Nyerere with the purpose of addressing the twin objectives of: 

1 supporting and promoting the process of transforming South Africa from an apartheid state to a united, 

non-racial democracy; 

1 addressing the need for a new agenda of international solidarity with the people of Southern Africa. 

The International Conference was organised in co-operation with the United Nations Special Committee against 

Apartheid and with the full support of the Organisation of African Unity. A Statement issued by the Joint Convenors 

in advance set out the context in which the International Conference had been convened and is attached to  this 

Report as Appendix I. 

The high level participation at the Conference was an expression, in itself, of the importance attached to 

these objectives. Amongst those present were senior representatives of the United Nations and its specialised 

agencies, the Commonwealth, the Organisation of African Unity and the Southern African Development Community; 

also present were Foreign Ministers and other political leaders from the Frontline and Southern Africa Development 

Community countries together with a number of the most prominent leaders of the anti-apartheid community within 

South Africa. The International Conference was attended by some 450 participants from over 40 countries including 

governments, parliamentarians, and representatives of church and other religious bodies, trade unions, local 

government, the business community and, in particular, Anti-Apartheid Movements and other non-governmental 

organisations. 

Messages of support for the International Conference and its objectives were received from Heads of State 

from Southern Africa, from many United Nations Specialised Agencies, as well as from numerous other organisations 

and individuals. 

The International Conference met in Plenary. Mwalimu Julius Nyerere delivered the keynote address in the 

Opening Session which provided the framework for the Conference's deliberations; five Plenary Sessions were held 

on specific themes, details of which are set out in Appendix II of this Report. A total of 19 keynote speakers and 

other major contributors addressed the proceedings. 

Both speakers and participants stressed that the initiative in convening the International Conference was 

most timely. Despite all the obstacles ahead, it was recognised that there is a real possibility that a genuine end to 

apartheid is now coming on to the horizon which could usher in a new era of reconstruction and development 

throughout Southern Africa. This is the cause for hope for Southern Africa and the Conference was charged with 

examining and working out how this hope can become a reality. 

The International Conference therefore focused on its first objective by examining how the international 

community could best promote democratic change in South Africa. It was privileged to  benefit from the wisdom and 

understanding of the South African participants who were in the forefront of the struggle for democratic change. 

They brought to the Conference their insights into the complexity of the process of transition now underway in 

South Africa. This process continues to  be extremely fragile and it was agreed that there is an urgent need for rapid 

and fundamental progress to  be made towards the transformation of South Africa into a united, non-racial and 

democratic society. 

The United Nations Declaration on South Africa, adopted by consensus at the 16th Special Session of the 

General Assembly in December 1989, represents the internationally agreed basis for a political settlement in South 

Africa. In this context, the Conference recognised that to achieve rapid progress in the negotiations and to contribute 

to the democratic transformation of South Africa there was a need for the maximum possible support to be provided 

for those promoting democratic change, as well as the application of effective pressure on to the Pretoria regime and 



others resisting democratic change. Major priorities which were identified included: 

l .  The need for agreement to be reached immediately both on: 
, 

an early date for South Africa's first ever one-person one-vote elections; 

m establishing transitional structures with executive powers, especially in relation t o  the joint 

control of the security forces; 

2. The need for the electoral process to  be genuinely free and fair and seen to be so. An Independent 

Electoral Commission needs t o  be established t o  conduct the elections with appropriate international 
-*. participation. International supervision, monitoring and verification of the election process will be required 

including certifying that the elections were genuinely free and fair. 

3. The need t o  end political violence. One contribution to  this would be a commitment t o  ensure that the 

size of the U N  and related Observer Missions are sufficiently expanded and that their mandates are 

strengthened and made more comprehensive. 

It was recognised that when South Africa has been transformed into a democratic society, the long era of colonial 

and racial domination of the African continent will have ended. South Africa would then be able to join the rest of 

independent Africa and to  make its own contribution to  Africa and the world as a non-racial and democratic state. 

This will also have the potential of creating conditions of peace and security in the region and provide the 

peoples of Southern Africa with their first genuine opportunity t o  begin the enormous task of reconstruction and 

equitable development for their mutual benefit. 

It was stressed that the liberation movements, governments and peoples of Southern Africa have, through 

their common struggles, advanced the cause of African freedom. Their efforts have been strengthened and 

reinforced by regional co-operation through the structures of the Frontline States and the Southern Africa 

Development Community, as well as by the support received from the OAU, the Commonwealth and the United 

Nations. Above all it was the courage and determination of the peoples of Southern Africa in resisting colonial and 

white minority rule which won independence for Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe and most recently Namibia. It was 

also recognised that it was their determination t o  resist South African aggression, especially in Angola, which helped 

to  open the way t o  the current process of transition in Southern Africa. 

The Conference examined the process of transition t o  a new Southern Africa and gave serious 

consideration t o  its impact on Africa, t o  the political and strategic issues at stake, as well as to the economic, 

developmental and environmental challenges. 

The Conference drew inspiration from the speakers from the Frontline and SADC states. They stressed 

the need for the active participation of the international community in supporting the transition process taking place 

both in South Africa and throughout the region, since this would lay the basis for a new era of common security and 

balanced and co-ordinated regional development. In this context grave concern was expressed at developments in 

Angola. Unita's systematic violations of the Bicesse Accords and its refusal t o  accept the results of the United 

Nations monitored elections has caused immense suffering for the people of Angola, but also created a most 

dangerous precedent for the peace process in Mozambique and in South Africa itself. The United Nations and the 

international community as a whole, it was stressed, had an obligation not only to support the process of transition 

in Southern Africa but also t o  ensure that the results of democratic elections are respected and that conditions of 

peace are ensured. 

It was agreed that as the process of transition unfolds in Southern Africa the rest of the international 

community has t o  be ready t o  respond t o  new challenges. New forms of international solidarity will be required t o  

help meet the needs of the changing situation. The main task of the international Conference, therefore, was t o  

address this situation by giving momentum to  the process of drawing up a new agenda of international solidarity witn 

the people of the region as they strive to  build a new Southern Africa. 

The International Conference recognised that SouthernAfrica is a region rich with potential. Its peoples 

have demonstrated remarkable qualities of courage and determination in resisting apartheid and white minority rule 

and in striving for non-racialism and national reconciliation. It is also a region endowed with many natural resources, 

including mineral wealth, agricultural land and sources of energy. Already, through the Southern Africa Development 

Co-ordination Conference - now being transformed into the Southern Africa Development Community - valuable 

experience has been gained of the potential for regional co-operation and co-ordination. 



The International Conference examined the tremendous challenges now facing Southern Africa and the 

obstacles which stand in the way of the region realising its full potential. It was noted, in particular, that there are still 

elements in South Africa and Southern Africa, some of which enjoy substantial external support, which are resisting 

genuine democratic change and do not share the vision of a new future for the region. They continue to constitute a 

serious obstacle to making hope a reality for Southern Africa. 

Speakers at the International Conference sought to  identify the new tasks k i n g  the region. Within South 

Africa, a new democratic government will, as its main priority, have to  embark on a major programme of 

restructuring, reconstruction and development, so that it can address the legacies of apartheid and meet the 

aspirations of all those who have been impoverished as a result of decades of apartheid rule. But at the same time the 

region faces the task of overcoming the destructive long term, as well as short term, consequences of apartheid 

aggression and destabilisation. For example, major programmes of resettlement and rehabilitation will be required to 

address the needs of the millions of people who have been displaced. Moreover, extensive resources will be required 

to tackle the needs for reconstruction and development across the region and substantial international support will 

' have to be forthcoming. 

The International Conference recognised the very positive role which international solidarity could play in 

supporting the efforts of the peoples of Southern Africa as they engage in the urgent tasks of reconstruction and 

promoting equitable development throughout the region. It was recognised, therefore, that the world-wide solidarity 

movement against apartheid must begin the process of transforming itself into a new movement of solidarity which 

can unite all those committed to economic and social justice throughout Southern Africa. 

The International Conference was presented with a draft Strategy Document entitled 'Southern Africa: 

Towards a New Agenda for International Solidarity' in order to promote debate and discussion on the issues at 

stake. It was proposed that this new agenda should include the following: 

1 ensuring that Southern Africa remains a major priority for the international community; 

1 mobilising support for the governments and peoples of Southern Africa in their efforts to promote a new 

era of reconstruction and development throughout the region; 

encouraging sustainable and balanced development within a framework of common security and peace in 

the region; 

1 campaigning so that trade, investment and aid relationships are such that they are beneficial to  the region 

as a whole and do not reinforce existing inequalities; 

1 developing a capacity to help shape the policies of governments; institutions like the European 

Community, the IMF, and the World Bank; as well as banks and transnational corporations, so that they are 

supportive of the vision of a new Southern Africa. 

ensuring that the public are educated and informed about developments in Southern Africa; 

1 encouraging and promoting genuine people-to-people solidarity; 

Participants welcomed the draft Strategy Document which it is envisaged will be published in the near future having 

been revised to take into account the contributions at the Conference and other submissions. 

The International Conference closed with the presentation of the Conference Declaration which, itself, 

concluded by stating that: 'A new movement of solidarity is now required to support the people of Southern Africa in their 

efforts to make their hopes a reality.' 

Abdul S. Minty 

Conference Secretary 

15 June 1993 



Appendix I : Joint Convenors' Statement 

"0 N 26 JUNE, South Africa Freedom Day, 1959, we addressed the public meeting in London which launched 

the Anti-Apartheid Movement. This small event gave birth t o  what became a world-wide solidarity l 

movement which succeeded in inspiring millions of people into action against apartheid. 

Now, over three decades later, South Africa has embarked on a process of transition. Although constantly under the 

threat of political violence, the prospect exists, within the next twelve months, of the country's first ever one-person 

one-vote elections. They will mark the first breakthrough in the transformation of South Africa from an apartheid 

state to  a democratic society. They could also open the way to  a new environment throughout Southern Africa, in 

which peace and democracy can flourish. The efforts of the governments and peoples of the region can then be 

focussed on overcoming the destructive consequences of decades of apartheid policies. 

The process of transition now underway in South Africa, however fragile it may seem, is a remarkable 

hievement for the people of South Africa and of Southern Africa as a whole, as is their insistence on striving for 

and fundamental rights. However, international pressure, generated by the world-wide anti- 

artheid movement, has also played a crucial role in compelling the South African regime t o  accept the necessity for 

Despite all the obstacles ahead, this is now a time for hope for Southern Africa. W e  have therefore agreed 

to act as Joint Convenors of this International Conference t o  help in 'Making Hope a Reality.' 

The immediate objective of the Conference will be to  focus on the role which the international community 

can play in promoting the democratic transformation of South Africa. A t  this critical stage in South Africa's history it 

is essential that the international community maintains its vigilance, plays a more effective role in curbing political 

violence, continues to  press for a political settlement and when agreement is reached for democratic elections, 

ensures that the electoral process is genuinely free and fair. The hope for a new future for Southern Africa can only 

become a reality if rapid progress is made towards the creation of a united, non-racial and democratic South Africa. 

But the major task of the Conference will be to  give momentum to  the process of drawing up a new 

agenda of international solidarity; an agenda which will address the need to  support the people of South Africa and 

the region as they strive for a new Southern Africa - the prospect of an end to  South Africa's attempts at military and 

economic domination and instead a new era of common security and balanced and co-ordinated regional economic 

development 

OW, at this time for hope, the need for solidarity with the people of Southern Africa is greater than ever 

before. But in order t o  generate such solidarity there are many questions we need to  address: 

How do we continue to  inspire a popular movement of solidarity which can be sustained beyond the end 

of legally enforced apartheid? 

How do we keep Southern Africa as a major priority for the international community? 

How do we ensure effective programmes of information and education so that the public know the truth 

about events in Southern Africa? 

How do we help shape the policies of governments; of institutions like the European Community, the IMF 

and the World Bank; and transnational corporations and banks; so that they meet the needs of the people 

of the region? 

How do we develop new linkages of people-to-people solidarity which will help build new forms of 

international co-operation? 

How do we promote programmes of aid, trade and investment which will be beneficial t o  the region and 
& 

not reinforce existing inequalities? 

How do we relate our solidarity with Southern Africa to  the need to combat racism world-wide, 

especially at a time when it is on the offensive in Europe? 

These are some of the many questions which need to  be addressed in developing a new agenda for 

international solidarity. The International Conference aims to  make a positive contribution t o  this process and above 

all to  help make the hope of a new vision for Southern Africa a reality. 9 9 

Mwalimu La D r  Julius K. Nyerere Vac f -  '( . \-re-vc* Mu>> A &Lkf^o '. 1 

I 5 ~ p r i l  1993 Archbishop Trevor Huddleston CR 



Appendix 2: Conference Programme 

Southern Africa: Making Hope a Reality 

International Conference on Southern Africa 

London 14 t o  15 June 1993 

Monday 14 June 1993 

Opening Session: Southern Africa: Making Hope a Reality 
Chair: Ambassador Ibrahim Gambari, Chairman of the United Nations Specihl Committee against Apartheid 

who gave the opening address t o  the Conference. 

Welcoming remarks by Archbishop Trevor Huddleston CR, President of the Anti-Apartheid Movement 

Keynote address by Mwalimu Drfulius Nyerere 

First Plenary Session: South Africa in Transition 
Chair: Robert Hughes MP, Chair of the Anti-Apartheid Movement 

Part one: The Role of the International Community 

Keynote speakers: 

Reverend Dr Frank Chikane, General Secretary of the South African Council of Churches 
Chief Emeka Anyaoku, Commonwealth Secretary-General 

Followed by questions 

Part two: The Perspectives o f  the South African Liberation Movements 

Contributions by Aziz Pahad, Deputy Head of the International Dept of the African National Congress and 

foseph Mkwanazi, NEC member of the Pan Afiicanist Congress of Azania 

Followed by questions and panel discussion 

Special Session 

Chair: Hon. Sir George Mamba, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Swaziland 

Statement by Dr Salim A Salim, Secretary General of  the Organisation to ~ f r i c a n  unity: 

The Transition to  a New Southern Africa and its Impact on Africa 

Second Plenary Session: 

Southern Africa in Transition: The Political and Strategic Issues at Stake 
Chair: Senhora Graca Machel, Executive Director, Community Development Association, Mozambique 

The Front Line Perspective: 

Dr Nathan Shamuyarira, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Zimbabwe 

A New Vision of Common Security - from military mnfrontat?on t o  regional co-operation: 

Mr Abdul S. Minty, Director of the World Campaign against Military & Nuclear Collaboration with South Africa 

The Angolan Experience of Transition under the Supervision of the United Nations and the International 

Community and its Implications for the Region: 

Senhor Lopo do Nascimento, Secretary-General MPU, Angola 

Followed by panel discussion 



Third Plenary Session: 
Southern Africa in Transition - The Economic, Development and Environmental Challenges 

Chair: Dr Gaositwe Chiepe, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Botswana 

Keynote speakers: 

Towards Economic Justice - The Twin Challenges of Development and Environment: 

Sir Shridath Ramphal 
The Prospects for Regional Economic Justice: 

Dr Simba Makoni, Executive Secretary of Southern AfricaDevelopment Community 

Economic Democracy - The Perspectives o f  the South African Trade Union Movement: 

Mr)ay Naidoo, General Secretary of the Congress of South African Trade Unions 

Tuesday 1 5 June 1993 

Fourth Plenary Session: 

Southern Africa and the World -The Potential for New Relationships 
Chair: Hon. Mrs Netumbo Ndaitwah, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Namibia 

The United Nations and its Agencies - Building for  a N e w  Future in Southern Africa: 

Ambassador Mohamed Sahnoun, former Special Representative of the UN Secretary General in Somalia 

Europe and Southern Africa: A N e w  Relationship: 

Hon. V j  Mwaanga MP, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Zambia 

The UK Government's Perspective: 

Mr Mark Robinson MP, PPS to the Foreign Office Minister of State, Baroness Chalker of Wallasey 

Followed by panel discussion. During this discussion, short contributions were made by Mr Martin 
Kingston, Director, Morgan Grenfell; Mr Roe1 von Meijenfeldt, former General Secretary of the SANAM 

Association/Standing Committee of NGOs; and MS Victoria Brittain, Assistant Foreign Editor of the Guardian. 

Fifth Plenary Session: 

Towards a New Agenda for International Solidarity 
Chair: Rt Hon Sir David Steel MP, Vice-President of the Anti-Apartheid Movement 

Abdul S Minty, Conference Secretary, wil l present the draft 'Southern Africa: Towards a N e w  Agenda for 

International Solidarity' 

Followed by a panel discussion. The panelists included MS Jennifer Davis, America Committee on Africa; 

Mr Anand Sharma, Indian Anti-Apartheid Movement; Mr Michael Terry, British Anti-Apartheid Movement 

Closing Session: 

The Way Forward 
Chair: Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

I. 

Presentation of the Conference Statement by ~rchbhhop Trevor Huddleston CR 
Presentation of the Conference Secretary's report and Messages by Abdul S Minty 
Closing Statements by Mr Walter Sisulu, Deputy President African National Congress and Senhora Graca 

Machel, Executive Director, Community Development Association, Mozambique 

Close o f  Conference 
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