Notes on the Commonwealth

The Gleneagles
Agreement

on sporting
contacts with
South Africa

In 1977, Commonwealth Presidents and
Prime Ministers agreed, as part of their
support for the international campaign
against apartheid, to discourage contact
and competition between their sportsmen
and sporting organisations, teams or
individuals from South Africa. The
agreement was reached unanimously at
Gleneagles in Scotland during the course
of the biennial meeting of Common-
wealth Heads of Government.

The Gleneagles Agreement reinforces
their commitment, embodied in the
Singapore Declaration of Commonwealth
Principles (1971), to oppose racialism.
This commitment was further strength-
ened by the Declaration on Racism and
Racial Prejudice which Commonwealth
leaders adopted at their meeting in
Lusaka in 1979.



Commonwealth
statement on
apartheid in sport

The member countries of the Commonwealth,
embracing peoples of diverse races, colours,
languages and faiths, have long recognised racial
prejudice and discrimination as a dangerous sick-
ness and an unmitigated evil and are pledged to
use all their efforts to foster human dignity every-
where. At their London Meeting, Heads of Gov-
ernment reaffirmed that apartheid in sport, as in
other fields, is an abomination and runs directly
counter to the Declaration of Commonwealth
Principles which they made at Singapore on 22
January 1971.

They were conscious that spojt i$ an important
means of developing and fostering understanding
between the people, and especially between the
young people, of all countries. But, they were also
aware that, quite apart from other factors, sport-
ing contacts between their nationals and the
nationals of countries practising apartheid in sport
tend to encourage the belief (however unwar-
ranted) that they are prepared to condone this
abhorrent policy or are less than totally committed
to the Principles embodied in their Singapore
Declaration. Regretting past misunderstandings
and difficulties and recognising that these were
partly the result of inadequate inter-governmental
consultations, they agreed that they would seek to
remedy this situation in the context of the
increased level of understanding now achieved.

They reaffirmed their full support for the inter-
national campaign against apartheid and wel-
comed the efforts of the United Nations to reach

universally accepted approaches to the question of
sporting contacts within the framework of that
campaign.

Mindful of these and other considerations, they
accepted it as the urgent duty of each of their Gov-
ernments vigorously to combat the evil of apart-
heid by withholding any form of support for, and
by taking every practical step to discourage con-
tact or competition by their nationals with sport-
ing organisations, teams or sportsmen from South
Africa or from any other country where sports are
organised on the basis of race, colour or ethnic
origin.

They fully acknowledged that it was for each Gov-
ernment to determine in accordance with its law
the methods by which it might best discharge these
commitments. But they recognised that the
effective fulfilment of their commitments was
essential to the harmonious development of Com-
monwealth sport hereafter.

They acknowledged also that the full realisation of
their objectives involved the understanding, sup-
port and active participation of the nationals of
their countries and of their national sporting
organisations and authorities. As they drew a
curtain across the past they issued a collective call
for that understanding, support and participation
with a view to ensuring that in this matter the
peoples and Governments of the Commonwealth
might help to give a lead to the world.
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Heads of Government specially welcomed the
belief, unanimously expressed at their Meeting,
that in the light of their consultations and accord
there were unlikely to be future sporting contacts
of any significance between Commonwealth
countries or their nationals and South Africa
while that country continues to pursue the
detestable policy of apartheid. On that basis, and
having regard to their commitments, they looked
forward with satisfaction to the holding of the
Commonwealth Games in Edmonton and to the
continued strengthening of Commonwealth sport
generally.

London, 15 June 1977




TITLES IN THIS SERIES

Basic political facts on member countries

Basic economic and social data on member
countries -
Commonwealth Principles, summits and
members (the Declaration of Commonwealth
Principles, 1971)

The Lusaka Declaration on Racism and Racial
Prejudice

The Gleneagles Agreement on sporting contacts
with South Africa

Meetings of the Heads of Commonwealth
Governments

The Commonwealth Secretariat and its senior
staff

Co-operation for development

Economic affairs

Developing export markets

Food production and rural development

TAG: on call for fast, expert advice

Manpower training

Co-operation in education

Expertise in public management for development
For better health

A Commonwealth health programme for small
states

Co-operation in the field of law
Commonwealth non-governmental organisations

A complete list of Secretariat
@)},ﬂ(@ publications is available from the
SE‘“‘.‘./ Information Division.
- 1 1}
&“',’"% COMMONWEALTH 01-839 3411
////7?}\”\\‘\\\\\ SECRETARIAT

Marlborough House London SW1Y SHX

APRIL 1981




