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MESSAGE TO TRADE 
UNIONISTS 

This brochure is produced by the Brent branch of the Anti Apartheid 
Movement. It is part of a national campaign to inform trades union 
members about the terrible conditions of life and denial of human rights 
faced by our brothers and sisters under the apartheid regime in South 
Africa. 

On December lst, 1985, the majority of legal unions in South Africa 
came together to form the Cong-ress of South African Trades Unions 
(COSATU). All the trades unions affiliated to COSATU are non-racial and 
open to white as well as black workers. The new union federation is 
committed to building "a united, democratic South Africa, free of op- 
pression and economic exploitation". 

As this brochure shows, South African workers have a long way to go 
before achieving this goal. The apartheid regime, supported by That- 
cher and by the British based multinationals, continues to trample over 
the most basic human rights of black South African workers. Despite the 
abolition of the pass laws, black workers are still prevented from voting 
in national elections and are unable to choose where to live. 

For these reasons COSATU leaders have supported the call for inter- 
national economic sanctions against the apartheid regime. Dozens of 
workers are dying each week in their efforts to build a free South Africa. 
They desparately need our solidarity. Workers in Britain have a special 
responsiblity. It is Britain which harbours many of the profiteers of the 
apartheid system. 

Many national trades unions in Britain are already affiliated to the Anti 
Apartheid Movement. But we need this support to be shown in every 
local area. We hope, therefore, that after reading this brochure, you will 
pledge your trades union branch and/or shop stewards committee to af- 
filiate to the Brent Anti Apartheid Movement. You can also join as an in- 
dividual member. For details on how to affiliate or join, see overleaf. 

The Anti Apartheid Movement now has 35 affiliated trade unions - check that yours is among 
them: N E W ,  ADEW-TASS, ACTT, ASLEF, APEX, ASTMS, BFAWU, BETA, COHSE, CPSA, CSU, 
FBU. FTATU. GMBATU IRSF. IPCS. MU. NALGO NATF'HE. NCU. NGA. NUM. NUPE. NUR. , ~ - - =  
NU$ NUTGW, NUT, sC& S-T '82, STE, TWU, !fGWLf, UCW, UChT, USD-. m 
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