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FOREWORD 

The past year in the Anti-Apartheid Movement has been dominated by one event, 
the 70th birthday of Nelson Mandela, which took place on 18 July. It is literally 
true that virtually the whole world knew of this event as a result of the great pop 
concert at Wembley in June which was the preparation for it. A billion people 
saw on their television screens some of the greatest stars in the world who gave 
their services free for this event. In spite of considerable pressure from our 
opponents, the BBC transmitted the whole event live for over 10 hours. This 
marvellous concert was followed by another almost equally significant event, a 
rally in Glasgow attended by over 30,000 people to launch the freedom marchers 
on their way from Glasgow to London. Twenty-five marchers, each representing 
one year of Mandela's life imprisonment, walked 600 miles and finished their 
march on the day of the great rally in Hyde Park. All of this got considerable 
press coverage, at least in Great Britain, and the rally itself was the largest that 
the Movement has ever attempted. It was addressed by President Oliver Tambo, 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and many others.  

As a result of these efforts, it is reckoned that the membership of our Movement 
has doubled during this past year. There is no need for me to add my own 
thanks to all who have taken part in these events, for the success of them is a 
thanksgiving in itself.  

As I write, events in Southern Africa are once more at a critical stage. Talks 
involving Angola, South Africa, Cuba and the United States, centring upon the 
withdrawal of South African troops from Namibia and the implementation of 
UN Security Council resolution 435, have created vast shockwaves through the 
continent. At the same time, the South African government has been launching 
various diplomatic initiatives aimed at gaining support from various African 
states and so creating for itself a return to a recognised position in the world 
community. Again, as I write these words, the results of the municipal elections 
in South Africa are not known, but it is very clear that President Botha's aim is 
by hook or by crook to show that he has sufficient black support to influence 
favourably world opinion.  

There have been very strong reactions to the initiatives over rugby football and 
soccer with regard to the sports boycott. Agaip the final picture has yet to 
emerge. We have to recognise that the Anti-Apartheid Movement is a solidarity 
movement whose aim is quite simply to give its fullest possible support to all 
who are working for the immediate end of apartheid. We are not attempting to, 
dictate what is the best manner in which this struggle could be brought to a 
successful conclusion. Inevitably, however, because we are now a world 
movement and because our title is what it is, people turn to us for guidance. It 
by no means easy in such a turbulent moment of history to give effective 
guidance and to take the appropriate action. Perhaps next year the picture will 
be once more clearer and we shall find ourselves again moving rapidly forward 
the climax of all our efforts when apartheid will be no more. In the meanwhile, 
the watchword is 'Never relax: always press on.' 

I must end on a personal note of thanks for the really wonderful birthday party 
given to me by the Movement and its friends for my 75th birthday anniversary.  
This was something totally unexpected in its magnitude and was most deeply 
encouraging because of the hundreds of messages I received from governments 
and individuals all over the world. I do recognise that there are limits to what I 
can usefully do and I certainly do not intend to become a burden to the 
Movement because of the diminishments of old age. However, I also intend to 
give all I can in this next critical period of the struggle, and it is wonderful to 
know that we are so united.

The Rt Revd Trevor Huddleston CR 
President 25 October 1988 

.. ., ....P.



INTRODUCTION 
This introduction, which represents the political report of the Anti-Apartheid Movement, was unanimously adopted 

by the national committee at its meeting of 9 September 1988

The past year has brought new advances for the libera
tion forces in South Africa, Namibia and the Front 
Line States, and for the worldwide movement in 
solidarity with them. Their growing confidence and 
unity in action have deepened the risis of the apartheid 
regime, accelerating the process of its decline and 
disintegration.  

Indeed, when the history of the demise of the'apart
heid system is written, it will record the battle for 
Cuito Cuanavale in southern Angola as a major turning 
point. It was here, in March 1988, that the Botha regime 
suffered its worst military defeat yet. Having failed to 
take this strategic town, and finding thousands of its 
ground forces trapped, Pretoria was forced on to the 
retreat. Obliged to return to the negotiating table, the 
regime soon found itself compelled for the first time to 
agree to a specific date-for the proposed arrival in the 
region of the UN Transitional Assistance Group 
(UNTAG) in implementation of UN Security Council 
resolution 435 for the independence of Namibia. It 
was also compelled to start immediately the long-agreed 
but never implemented withdrawal of its forces from 
the People's Republic of Angola. These developments 
demonstrated a reality that permeates the whole of 
Southern Africa - the fact that the Pretoria regime's 
ruthless pursuit of regional domination has foundered 
on the rock of popular resistance to racist rule.  

In Namibia itself, the biggest ever mobilisations of 
young people in school boycotts and of workers in a 
huge two-day stoppage and other protest actions were 
major factors in putting "the Pretoria regime under 
intense pressure. Also contributing to this effect was the 
marked upsurge in the armed struggle led by SWAPO's 
military wing, PLAN (the Ntople's Liberation Army of 
Namibia). These processes further demonstrated that 
the balance of forces was shifting significantly in favour 
of the liberation struggle.  The South African regime's attempts to coerce the 
Front Line States into a subordinate relationship by 
trying to hold them to ransom both politically and 
economically and by destabilising them have so far 
failed, coming up against the growing self-reliance and 
mutual solidarity of the countries most affected, 
namely Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe, Botswana 
and Zambia.  

And in South Africa, the implacable determination 
of the people to rid themselves of the tyranny of apart
heid, and their fortitude in the face of unparalleled 
repression, have defeated the regime's every effort to 
crush all resistance and find a way ot of its inexorable 
decline. Amongst the notable features of the resistance 
were a marked escalation in armed struggle, the new
found role of the churches and mosques in asserting 
opposition to and defiance of the state, and the conti
nuing militancy of the youth and students. Especially 
noteworthy have been the consolidation, both politi
cally and organisationally, of the independent non-racial 
trade unions, and the growing strength and confidence 
of the black working class, marked especially by the 
staging on 6-8 June of the biggest stayaway in the 
country's history. These processes underlined the

domestic isolation of the Botha regime and contributed 
to its inability to re-establish even the limited capacity 
to dictate the course of events it had back in 1984, 
when the present phase of its crisis began.  

Internationally, the regime stands more isolated 
than ever before. Its utter failure to come up with any 
new internal political initiative, the erratic course of its 
once-vaunted 'reform' programme, and the undeniable 
brutality of its domestic repression and regional 
aggression have caused dismay amongst its key western 
allies. The resulting intensification of international 
pressures for an extension of sanctions against Pretoria 
has made the position of governments which continue 
to oppose sanctions less tenable.  

A regime in crisis 

In its fortieth year in power, the ruling National Party 
(NP) suffered an accelerating disintegration of its 
power base, losing ground on the one hand to the 
Conservative Party and other ultra-right forces such as 
the AWB, and on the other hand to the increasingly 
alienated section of the white middle class, both in 
business and the professions, which sees no future for 
itself whilst apartheid lasts. Under the impact of the 
widening influence of the ANC, a similar process of 
disintegration began to appear in the ranks of the 
Progressive Federal Party, still trapped in the cul-de
sac of parliamentary politics.  

At the same time, the internecine conflicts within 
the bantustan elites, symptomatic of deep-seated 
discontent and resistance in the rural areas, erupted 
repeatedly, especially in a series of coups in the 
Transkei and Ciskei, throwing into sharp relief both 
the rampant corruption of the tribal despotisms and 
the increasing instability of one of the main pillars of 
the apartheid regime. This climaxed in an attempted 
putsch by disaffected lower ranks in Bophuthatswana 
in February which compelled Pretoria to drop its 
pretence of respect for the homeland's 'independence' 
and to intervene militarily to reinstate the puppet 
regime of Lucas Mangope.  

The unprecedentedly heavy losses of both men and 
materiel suffered by the South African Defence Force 
(SADF) in Angola from late 1987 onwards undermined 
the confidence of many whites in the government and 
led even the Dutch Reformed Church to question the 
military's presence in Angola. It also gave fresh impetus 
to the campaign against conscription, which reached a 
new peak on 3 August 1988 with the bold declaration 
by 143 young white men that they would not report 
for military service - a brave stand in the light of the 
imposition on David Bruce a few days previously of 
the maximum sentence of six years' imprisonment for 
refusing to be called up. Now, not even the banning of 
the End Conscription Campaign (ECC) will stop a 
growing number of young whites refusing to serve in 
the apartheid military.  

The regime's increasingly futile endeavour to accom
modate black political aspirations whilst maintaining 
"white supremacy found expression in a strategy whose
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key features were attempting to (i) paralyse the base 
of the mass democratic movement through intimidation 
and terror, and decapitate its leadership through deten
tion and proscription; (ii) resuscitate community and 
town councils and mollify the inhabitants of the town
ships by investment in housing, electricity, drains, etc; 
(iii) by these means to prepare the ground for the 
October 1988 municipal elections and for black parti
cipation in the proposed National Statutory Council 
a 1980s version of the literally powerless Natives 
Representative Council of the years 1936-46.  

In seeking to achieve the first of these objectives, the 
regime unleashed on the people the brutal savagery of 
vigilante violence and of Inkatha thuggery, especially 
in the Pietermaritzburg area. Ignoring the abundant 
evidence of the brutal role of Chief Buthelezi's organi
sation in the tragic conflict in Natal, western leaders, 
notably Mrs Thatcher, continued to espouse Buthelezi 
as a 'moderate', valued for his hostility both to sanctions 
and to the ANC.  

Under the reimposed state of emergency, the police 
continued to arrest and detain leading figures in the 
United Democratic Front (UDF) and other organisa
tions, whilst keeping in detention many who had been 
taken in under the first state of emergency. When this 
failed to halt resistance activities, the authorities struck 
a vicious blow on 24 February, imposing draconian 
bans on 17 organisations (including the UDF itself and 
14 of its affiliates) which amounted to outlawing them 
in all but name, severe restrictions on the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions (COSATU), and bans on 
18 leading individuals, including the two co-presidents 
of the UDF, Albertina Sisulu and Archie Gumede.  
These measures provoked a considerable response, both 
nationally and internationally. When the churches 
stepped into the breach, with the formation of the 
Committee for the Defence of Democracy and the 
holding of a peaceful march in Cape Town by leaders of 
different faiths, the authorities reacted by immediately 
banning the Committee and dispersing the march, 
detaining its leaders for several hours.  

Whatever short-term respite Pretoria may have gained 
by these actions, by proscribing the leading organisa
tions committed to non-violent forms of resistance the 
regime undermined the credibility of western govern
ments' pursuit of 'peaceful change' through a process 
of negotiation. This action revealed that Botha had set 
his face against any prospect of dialogue with the 
disenfranchised majority. As he himself declared at the 
NP conference in Durban in August: 'I'm not consider
ing even to discuss the possibility of black *majority 
government in South Africa.' 

Similarly, the introduction of the Promotion of 
Orderly Internal Politics Bill at the beginning of March 
to curb external funding of projects hit at the very heart 
of the 'positive measures' adopted by the European 
Community and the United States, threatening to 
deprive them of their principal means of intervention 
in the mass democratic movement.  

In seeking to achieve its objectives within the black 
townships, the regime has come up against several 
obstacles. A key political one has been the ongoing 
rent boycotts in about 50 places, some of which have 
been sustained for over three years; attempts to break 
these by measures such as electricity cuts have only 
exacerbated township tensions. A key economic 
obstacle that has crippled the efforts of the Joint 
Management Committees to carry out a facelift has 
been the paucity of funds available from both the state

and private sector for investment in infrastructural 
improvements.  

This in turn is a symptom of the deepening economic 
crisis gripping South Africa, provoked not only by the 
structural flaws of the apartheid economy but also by 
its growing isolation, resulting in the drying up of 
foreign loans and investment, and a sharp drop in 
exports to the US and other countries now imposing 
limited sanctions (only partly compensated for by 
greatly increased trade with Japan). As a result, the 
rate of inflation has begun to rise again, and severe 
credit restrictions and import surcharges have been 
forced on the government in an attempt to stop the 
plunge into deficit of the balance of payments - which 
swung from a surplus of over R6 billion in the last 
quarter of 1987 to an annualised deficit of R400 million 
in the first quarter of 1988. By July 1988 reserves had 
fallen 28% below their level at the end of 1987. Already 
having difficulty in making current debt repayments, 
the regime is facing big repayments due in 1990.  

With a 22% rise in military spending anticipated in 
the 1988 budget, government spending has now reached 
the point where it accounts for 37% of gross domestic 
product. The seriousness of the economcCli--s fac-ing 
the regime was underlined by its enforcement of a 
wage freeze for civil servants, an unpopular measure 
adding to its political problems within the white elec
torate. Living standards are declining, especially for 
blacks, and only a sudden (and unlikely) sharp rise in 
the price of gold could halt the downward spiral of the 
economy in which the regime now finds itself caught.  

The uncertain, contradictory and irrational actions 
of the regime in response to the mounting pressures on 
it reveal the depths of the dilemma it has created for 
itself. Having released Govan Mbeki, one of the most 
senior ANC leaders, from prison in November, the 
authorities lost their nerve and in December imposed 
restrictions on him which amounted almost to house 
arrest. Having apparently resolved in March to proceed 
with the execution of the Sharpeville Six, the autho
rities backed down and granted a stay of execution 
and instead proceeded with the execution of other 
political prisoners. After P W Botha had loudly 
proclaimed that the fate of the Six would be determined 
by judicial processes, the minister of justice intervened 
in July to announce an indefinite stay of execution.  
Similarly with the film 'Cry Freedom', when the 
Publications Appeal Board's decision to allow it to be 
shown was overturned a few hours later by the minister 
of justice.  

After launching the Bill to restrict overseas funding, 
the government later back-tracked and delayed its 
passage through parliament. Even with its long-prepared 
and much-vaunted Labour Relations Amendment Bill, 
aimed at crippling the independent trade union move
ment, destroying the possibility of effective legal strikes 
and reversing some of the key elements of the Wiehahn 
refonis of the 1970s, the regime appeared to have 
been disconcerted by the opposition of both the 
unions and some powerful employers, but finally went 
ahead with the promulgation of the legislation on 
1 September.  

Nowhere was the policy dilemma of Pretoria more 
starkly revealed than in Namibia. With its intensified 
military occupation and persecution of civilians, the 
murderous activities of the Koevoet police counter
insurgency units, and the increasing'harassment of the 
media, especially The Namibian newspaper, the regime 
systematically destroyed any possibility of its puppet
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transitional government's gaining credibility and 
support. Its resulting unsuitability to serve Pretoria's 
ends led to its being brushed aside in favour of an 
enhanced role for the directly appointed administrator 
general.  

It was only in its intensification of repression that 
the regime displayed any consistency. 'In 76 years of 
struggle under the banner of the ANC,' observed ANC 
President Oliver Tambo, presenting the National Execu
tive Committee's 8 January statement, 'we have never 
known a campaign of repression as coldly calculated 
and systematic as we have experienced this past year.  
The emergence into the open of the so-called National 
Security Management System as the central instrument 
of government, its core composed of the racist army 
and police, is indication enough of the decisive impor
tance of the use of force as the principal means of 
government.' 

'The issue', the NEC pointed out, 'is not just the 
imposition of the dastardly state of emergency. The 
effort to maintain the so-called security of the apartheid 
system has meant a determined attempt to break the 
will of the people and to destroy our organisations 
through sustained terror carried out by, soldiers, the 
police, kitskonstabels and secret assassination squads.' 

These words proved tragically prophetic. For the 
first time, the racist regime carried its murderous 
activities into Europe, failing twice to kill the ANC's 
representative in Brussels, and then succeeding in killing 
Dulcie September, its representative in Paris, on 29 
March. A few days later, ANC legal expert Albie Sachs 
was seriously injured in another assassination attempt, 
this time in Maputo.  

In the same period an onslaught was launched against 
the 'alternative' press in South Africa, with the New 
Nation being suspended for three months and other 
papers for shorter periods. Reporting restrictions on 
the national and internatiornl media were tightened 
yet further as the regne sought to conceal its reign of 
terror from an increasingly horrified world.  

The regime's attacks on chtjrch leaders, its inhunm n 
'cat-and-mouse' treatment of the Sharpeville Six, and 
its refusal to respond to unprecedented international 
pressure for the release of Nelson Mandela on or before 
his 70th birthday - all had a profound impact on public 
opinion in the West and led to a re-examination of 
policy towards South Africa in Washington, Bonn, 
Brussels, Paris, and - to a much lesser extent - in 
London too. Downing Street has let it be known that 
it is dissatisfied with Pretoria - though not sufficiently 
to modify its ostrich-like stance on sanctions.  

Southwestern Africa 
In contrdst to Pretoria's seeming indifference to the 
international community's reactions to developments 
within South Africa, it has felt compelled to respond 
to international initiatives over Angola and Namibia.  
There can be no doubt that the decisive factor which 
led to South Africa's agreement finally to withdraw its 
forces from Angola and proceed with the UN plan for 
the decolonisation of Namibia was the loss of air 
superiority and the staunch defence of Cuito Cuanavale 
by the FAPLA and, Cuban forces. Having lost several 
aircraft, and unable to provide effective air cover for 
its ground forces, or to conceal fully their mounting 
losses, the Pretoria regime was compelled to enter into 
a negotiating process which began in London in May.  

There can be no certainty - after ten bitter years of

Pretoria's prevarication over the implementation of 
UNSCR 435 - that the Botha regime will honour the 
commitments it has made over Namibia and Angola in 
the course of these negotiations. But it remains true 
that in certain key respects the situation has altered 
decisively in favour of the liberation struggle.  

The entire future course of events in Southern Africa 
could be determined by the current negotiations over 
Angola and Namibia. In this critical situation, it is vital 
that the Anti-Apartheid Movement does all in its power 
to strengthen the support in Britain and internationally 
for the struggles of the people of Namibia and South 
Africa under the leadership of SWAPO and the ANC; 
to intensify solidarity with the Front Line States and 
to work unremittingly for the total isolation of 
apartheid South Africa and its illegal administration in 
Namibia.  

One critical factor has been the impact of existing 
sanctions. Weak though its implementation has been in 
some respects, the arms embargo has nevertheless signi
ficantly contributed to South Africa's loss of air 
superiority by making it difficult, if not impossible, for 
Pretoria to replace and modernise its air force. The 
growing economic burden of the war in Angola, of the 
military occupation of Namibia, of the huge bureaucra
cies of the apartheid state in a period when loss of 
export markets has cut foreign exchange earnings, has 
made the price of Pretoria's policies almost too high to 
pay.  

But this does not mean that the current international 
negotiations are taking place in conditions entirely 
favourable to the freedom struggle throughout the 
region. It is clear that Angola has paid a heavy price for 
its resolute defence of its independence - especially 
with the growth of US aid to Unita. And it is the US 
administration that has cast a shadow over the talks 
with its insistence that the Angolan government enter 
into negotiations with Unita. Moreover, should the 
implementation of UNSCR 435 begin, Pretoria's allies 
will claim this as evidence of a change of heart by the 
regime and seek to rule out of court any pressure being 
brought to bear on South Africa, especially during the 
implementation period. This could provide the Botha 
administration with a much-needed breathing space to 
try and re-establish economic and political stability in 
the knowledge that there will be no retaliatory action 
by the international community. Yet if Pretoria now 
sabotages the negotiating process, the case for sanctions 
will be overwhelming and pressures for them unstopp
able. In this complex and fluid situation, it is clear that 
anti-apartheid and solidarity movements everywhere 
will need to exercise vigilance and seek to mobilise 
maximum support for the ongoing freedom struggle, 
not least in South Africa itself.  

Britain and western policy 
The need for maximum vigilance will be especially great 
in Britain, because it continues to be a key determinant 
of western policy towards the region. Thus the policies 
pursued by the British government have a profound 
influence on the course of events in Southern Africa.  
Britain, although not a direct participant in the four
party talks on Namibia/Angola, has been actively 
backing the US role, and it was no accident that the 
first meeting was in London.  

In a significant shift of policy, revealed following 
the Commonwealth conference in Vancouver in 
October 1987 by Mrs Thatcher, Britain moved closer
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to the US policy of aiding Unita, by arguing that 'the 
development of Angola depends on the establishment 
of peace there. We continue to urge a policy of recon
ciliation upon both the MPLA and Unita.' 

Britain - isolated but influential 
It was at the Vancouver conference that Britain again 
reaffirmed its anti-sanctions policy, thus isolating itself 
from the entire Commonwealth. The communique of 
the heads of government meeting included six different 
paragraphs which Mrs Thatcher refused to endorse.  
One of these involved the boycott by Britain of the 
Commonwealth Committee of Foreign Ministers on 
Southern Africa. It subsequently met twice - in 
Lusaka (February 1988) and Toronto (August 1988).  

However, Britain's apparent isolation on the sanctions 
issue should not allow anyone to be deluded into 
believing that Britain lacks influence over the develop
ment of western policy. There is indeed much evidence 
to the contrary, namely that Britain is actively trying 
to regain the centre stage in determining western policy.  
This first emerged during the prime minister's tour of 
Africa in January 1988 when, following visits to Kenya 
and Nigeria, it was disclosed to sympathetic British 
correspondents that she intended to visit South Africa 
itself. The visit depended on the timing being right, it 
was explained. This story has reappeared in slightly 
different forms repeatedly in the British press, especially 
whenever there is pressure on the government to act.  

In apparent preparation for such a visit, the foreign 
secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, announced he would 
visit a number of Front Line States in the autumn of 
1988, possibly to be followed up by a prime ministerial 
visit to the region. In the event, he visited only two of 
the Front Line States, Tanzania and Mozambique, but 
Zimbabwe's President Mugabe subsequently met Mrs 
Thatcher in London.  

Behind these diplomatic moves, the British govern
ment would appear to have two clear objectives. Firstly, 
it needs to be seen to be acting if its anti-sanctions 
policy is to have any credibility. Secondly, but much 
more crucially, it is intent on creating the conditions 
for some limited controlled change within South Africa 

falling far short of the non-racial and democratic 
South Africa envisaged in the Freedom Charter- which 
would allow South Africa to be rehabilitated interna
tionally by Britain and other major western powers.  
Essentially this involves appeasing the apartheid regime.  
It involves encouraging Pretoria's 'reforms' and project
ing the illusion that a negotiating process could soon 
be under way. It allows Britain to protect apartheid 
South Africa from effective sanctions and to undermine 
the international standing of the ANC. And, above all, 
it assists Pretoria in its efforts to establish political and 
economic stability within South Africa.  

Moreover, Britain's role in seeking to block the 
imposition of international sanctions against Pretoria is 
by no means limited to the Commonwealth. Once 
again this year it has used its veto in the UN Security 
Council. On 8 March, together with the USA, it vetoed 
a carefully formulated draft resolution which simply 
sought to make mandatory the limited sanctions 
measures which Britain and the USA already subscribed 
to. So moderate was the resolution that it would have 
been operative for only 12 months because opponents 
of sanctions have argued that the USSR could use its 
veto to block the lifting of sanctions even though others 
judged that they should be suspended.  

The Thatcher government has been even more active

within the EEC in seeking to block all moves towards a 
stronger common policy towards South Africa. The 
general climate of opinion within the EEC institutions 
and - amongst other EEC governments toughened 
considerably during this period, especially as a result of 
the 24 February bannings, the introduction of the 
Promotion of Orderly Internal Politics Bill and the 
threatened execution of the Sharpeville Six.  

At a series of meetings of the Council of Ministers 
and in the structures of European Political Co-operation, 
,whereby the EEC countries seek to formulate a 
common European foreign policy, Britain has found 
itself completely isolated, even from the other staunch 
opponent of sanctions - the FRG. Indeed, there is 
evidence to suggest that it was the stronger stand taken 
by the FRG, which appeared to be contemplating 
supporting further sanctions against Pretoria, which led 
the regime to back off, albeit temporarily, from enacting 
the Promotion of Orderly Internal Politics Bill.  

As a result of British intransigence, no further 
measures were adopted by the EEC and there is growing 
evidence that the limited measures already adopted by 
the EEC are not being strictly applied.  

The British Foreign Office was even so enthusiastic 
in its anti-sanctions campaign that it openly interfered 
in the proceedings of the US Congress when the British 
embassy in Washington wrote to US congressmen 
threatening retaliatory action against US oil companies 
if the US sanctions legislation then being debated in 
the House of Representatives (June 1988) included 
powers to deny licencies to foreign oil companies 
operating in South Africa. A clause to this effect was 
subsequently removed when the Bill was debated in 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.  

This proposed US legislation, which if enacted would 
amount to almost total sanctions against South Africa, 
represented further evidence of the worldwide move
ment towards comprehensive sanctions against apartheid 
South Africa.  

Britain's international isolation on the sanctions 
issue became even more apparent with the nomination 
of Michael Dukakis as the Democratic candidate for 
president on a clear pro-sanctions platform.  

The ability of the British government to sustain its 
blocking role in relation to sanctions is determined by 
a number of factors, a decisive one being the strength 
and influence of the Anti-Apartheid Movement and its 
policies. The -need to expose and oppose the policies of 
the Thatcher government towards Southern Africa has 
never been such an urgent task for the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement.  

Conclusion 

The Anti-Apartheid Movement has a proven record of 
mobilisation of the British people in support of the 
freedom struggle in Southern Africa. Indeed, in 1989 it 
will -mark three decades of persistent campaigning.  
Impressive advances have been recorded during the 
recent period, especially as a result of the impact of 
the 'Nelson Mandela: Freedom at 70' campaign. There 
can be no doubt that there is a widespread climate of 
opinion amongst the British public which is in general 
sympathetic to the Movement's policies and critical of 
those of Mrs Thatcher. This has also been evident in 
the response to the Sharpeville Six and the Free the 
Children from Apartheid campaigns. There is also 
growing evidence that this support is having a direct 
impact on Britain's economic relations with South
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NAMIBIA
The adoption by the UN Security Council of resolution 601 on 
30 October 1987, affirming that all outstanding issues relevant 
to the implementation of UNSCR 435 had been resolved, 
welcoming SWAPO's readiness to sign a ceasefire agreement with 
South Africa, and authorising the secretary-general to arrange a 
ceasefire between the two parties and to prepare for the emplace
ment of the UN Transtition Assistance Group (UNTAG), marked 
a turning point in the international community's role in securing 
Namibia's independence. A high-evel delegation from the AAM, 
led by Archbishop Huddleston, presented a memorandum to 
foreign secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe on 25 November which 
called for British action to increase pressure on South Africa 
and to support the UN secretary-general's efforts to fulfil his 
mandate. None of the numerous proposals put forward was 
accepted by the government and, as reported in the section on 
the Front Line States, the AAM was obliged to make repeated 
representations to the government in response to the grave 
escalation of the military conflict in southern Angola.  

How this escalation led in May 1988 to South Africa's being 
compelled to enter into negotiations with Angola and Cuba, 
with the US participating as 'mediator', has been reported earlier.  
With the 10th anniversary of the adoption of UNSCR 435 due 
on 29 September, the AAM laid plans for a major new campaign, 
'Free Namibia Now', intended to culminate in a national lobby 
of Parliament in December. A key event in this campaign is to 
be a seminar on the plight of children in occupied Namibia, 
planned for October.  

Visit of SWAPO President Sam Nujoma 

The visit of SWAPO President Sam Nujoma from 25 to 31 Octo
ber 1987 provided an important opportunity for the AAM to 
mount a concerted high profile campaign during the 1987 
Namibia Week of Action which coincided with his visit. In addi
tion, as the main speaker at the 24 October 'Sanctions Now' 
demonstration, President Nujoma was able to address the widest 
possible audience, both at the rally and through press and TV 
coverage. The president undertook an extensive range of engage
ments during his visit, in both England and Scotland.  

On arrival in London on 23 October, the president addressed 
a well-attended press conference which resulted in articles in, 
amongst others, the Daily Telegraph, Morning Star and Caribbean 
TYmes. The following day, 24 October, the president was the 
main speaker at the 'Sanctions Now' national demonstration, 
which again afforded considerable media coverage. On 27 Octo
ber, the president delivered a major lecture entitled 'Namibia 
Britain's Responsibility' at the Logan Hall, organised by the 
AAM and the Namibia Support Committee; over 400 people 
attended the lecture and the text of the speech was made avail
able afterwards.  

Additional engagements undertaken by President Nujoma 
during the London stage of his visit included a meeting with Neff 
Kinnock, leader of the opposition, and Gerald Kaufman, shadow 
foreign secretary; a briefing to representatives of British aid 
agencies; a meeting with the Parliamentary Labour Party Anti
Apartheid Group; and a meeting with minister Lynda Chalker at 
the Foreign Office.  

President Nujoma undertook an extensive and strenuous 
programme outside London from 28-30 October in Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Sheffield and Liverpool. The AAM Scottish Commit
tee, with assistance from Strathclyde and Lothian regional 
councils, organised a schedule including a meeting with Strath
clyde Regional Council; a reception hosted by Glasgow District 
Council; a conference with leading Scottish figures from trade 
unions, churches, political parties and aid agencies; a reception 
hosted by Lothian District Council; and a public meeting at 
Edinburgh University. A significant aspect of the success of the

visit was the media coverage generated: as well as articles in the 
major Scottish papers, TV and radio interviews were also 
obtained, ensuring that the president's visit was extensively 
covered.  

The remainder of President Nujoma's visit entailed short 
programmes in Sheffield and Liverpool. Sheffield City Council 
and Sheffield AA hosted the president for a meeting with AA 
activists, councillors and trade unionists; in addition to a civic 
reception hosted by the mayor and attended by leading local 
figures, including the Bishop of Sheffield. Again local press 
coverage was secured. In Liverpool, the Namibia Support Com
mittee arranged a short programme where a reception was held 
in Toxteth, followed by a public meeting.  

The overall impact of the president's visit was considerable.  
In addition to the series of meetings and engagements in 
London, the schedule outside London provided a rare opportu
nity to raise significantly the profile of SWAPO and the Namibian 
struggle on a local and regional level, which was achieved with 
considerable success. In addition, the timing of the visit to 
coincide with the Namibia Week of Action ensured that the 
overall campaign at that time received a considerable boost.  

Namibia Week of Action, 27 October-3 November 

The main aims of the Week of Action, agreed jointly by the 
Movement and the Namibia Support Committee, were to focus 
on publicity to raise the profile of SWAPO; trade union solida
rity with the National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW); 
and to expose British collaboration with the continuing illegal 
occupation of Namibia.  

Whilst the visit of SWAPO President Sam Nujoma provided 
the main highlights of the week, local activity was widespread, 
although not as extensive as had been hoped due to the close 
proximity of the Week to the national sanctions demonstration.  
Local AA groups held public meetings with SWAPO speakers, 
raising money and publicity. Local authority action during the 
week, such as the flying of the SWAPO flag from town halls, 
followed the NSC-LAAA Namibia seminar in September and a 
briefing prepared by the AAM giving guidelines for local authority 
action during the week.  

The Week of Action also provided an opportunity to focus 
on the plight of Namibian detainees: 31 October was designated 
a specific day for promoting this aspect of the National Petition 
Campaign to 'Free All Apartheid's Detainees'. This was used by 
local groups to raise the Namibian issue locally through street 
collections, stalls, etc, on the Saturday of the Week.  

The other major focus was trade union solidarity: an NSC 
day school on 'Namibia and Trade Unions' was held in Sheffield; 
the AGM of Consolidated Goldfields was picketed over the issue 
of the sacking and eviction of 4,000 Namibian miners from their 
Tsumeb subsidiary in July 1987; and fundraising events were 
amongst activities undertaken in this area.  

Following up the Namibia Week of Action, a number of local 
AA groups participated in mobilisation around a speaking tour 
in February by Gerson Uriah of the SWAPO Youth League, 
David Imbili of the Namibian National Students Organisation 
(NANSO), and former Robben Island political prisoner David 
Shikomba. Later in the year, AA activists also supported the 
tour by a Unimog military vehicle (as used by the SADF in 
Namibia), raising funds for its conversion Into an ambulance.  
The route of its tour coincided with the Mandela Freedom 
March in Birmingham in July.  

Another notable event in this period was a visit to Britain by 
a delegation from the Namibian Council of Churches, in the 
course of which, to mark the 10th anniversary of the Kassinga 
massacre on 4 May 1978, a special service was held in Westminster 
Abbey.



FRONT LINE STATES
South Africa attacks Angola 
Starting in late September 1987, the apartheid regime began a 
grave escalation of its military aggression against the People's 
Republic of Angola, aimed initially at saving the forces of its 
surrogate, Unita, from a major defeat at the hands of FAPLA, 
the Angolan armed forces. Subsequently, this operation focused 
on the attempted capture of the town of Cuito Cuanavale and 
its strategic landing strip.  

Following admissions by the regime that an offensive was 
under way, Archbishop Huddleston wrote to the foreign secre
tary on 9 October urging HMG to initiate action in the UN 
Security Council under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, and to 
summon the South African ambassador. The government took 
neither action, and the Archbishop wrote again on 9 November, 
enquiring what action the government would take in the light of 
its joint undertaking with other members of the Commonwealth, 
embodied in the Okanagan Statement of 16 October, to respond 
to South Africa's non-implementation of UN Security Council 
resolution 435 by consideration of appropriate measures under 
the UN Charter.  

The Foreign Office predictably claimed that mandatory 
sanctions would not be effective in securing implementation of 
resolution 435, and contented itself with summoning the South 
African ambassador on 18 November. A week [ter the UN 
Security Council, by resolution 602, unanimously called upon 
South Africa to withdraw its forces from Angola by 10 December.  

In the meantime, an AAM delegation, comprising Archbishop 
Huddleston, Bob Hughes MP and Abdul S Minty, had seen the 
foreign secretary to discuss the issues raised by the Harare 
children's conference, and to present a memorandum on Namibia 
and Angola criticising the government's inaction on Namibia 
and condemning its de facto support for US positions on Angola, 
especially its advocacy of a policy of reconciliation between the 
MPLA government and Unita.  Far from respecting UNSCR 602, Pretoria increased the size 
of its forces in Angola, leading the UN Security Council again to 
call for its withdrawal in a resolution of 23 December. As with 
the earlier resolution (602), u'nanimity was achieved at the price 
of accommodating US and British hostility to sanctions by 
omitting any reference to the possible application of sanctions.  

With the South African foices augmented in January to the 
level of some 7,000 troops, the AAM called a picket of South 
Africa House on 2 February. Archbishop Huddleston wrote again 
to the foreign secretary, and on 24 February he had a meeting 
with the Angolan ambassador - one of a number of consulta
tions and briefings that took place in the course of the year and 
which also involved such leading members of the MPLA-Party of 
Labour as Ruth Neto and Roberto d'Almeida.  

Campaign in support of the Front Line States 
The November 1987 AGM was the launching pad for intensified 
campaigning on the issue of the Front Line States. A keynote 
speech by Simba Makoni, executive secretary of the Southern 
African Development Coordination Conference (SADCC), com
prehensively argued the case for sanctions being in the interests 
of not only the peoples of South Africa and Namibia, but also 
the independent countries of the region. The text of this 
important address was subsequently published by the AAM in 
an illustrated pamphlet. The AGM also endorsed the recommen
dations of the report of the Working Party on the Front Line 
States, including the proposal that March be a Month of Action 
on this issue. A special new leaflet about the regional issues, 
aimed at a mass audience, was produced for the Month, and a 
number of public meetings and conferences were staged by local 
AA groups in March/April. Although it proved impossible to 
mount a speaking tour by Front Line States representatives on 
the scale envisaged by the Working Party, the Movement was 
honoured by a visit by Mozambique's minister of education,

Graqa Machel, who addressed a packed lunch-hour meeting in 
Oxford and the annual conference of the Scottish Labour Party 
in Perth on 11 March.  

A London rally on 24 March, addressed by representatives of 
Botswana and Angola, and of aid agencies in the region, with 
Joan Lestor (opposition spokesperson on overseas aid), was 
planned to wind up the Month of Action. Unfortunately, other 
campaign activities in the same period, around the Sharpeville 
Six and 21 March, affected mobilisation for this event and 
attendance was disappointing.  

A major initiative by the National Steering Committee of 
Local Authorities Against Apartheid (NSC-LAAA) resulted in 
the holding of a conference on 'Building Links with the Front 
Line States' on 19-20 May. The first event of its kind, the con
ference was organised by the NSC-LAAA with support from the 
London boroughs of Hackney and Camden and the AAM. It 
focused on the role local authorities can play, and included 
workshops on twinning links, aid and development, sanctions, 
and trading with the Front Line States. Keynote speeches were 
given by Jorge Rebelo, member of the Political Bureau of 
Frelimo Party, Mavis Muyunda, deputy foreign minister of 
Zambia, and Archbishop Huddleston, and contributions by 
diplomatic representatives of other Front Line States and from 
the liberation movements. Over 120 delegates took part, includ
ing representatives of 40 local authorities. A varied cultural 
programme in the evenings was also provided.  

Visit of Jonas Savimbi 

Jonas Savimbi, leader of the South African-backed Unita organi
sation in Angola, paid his first visit to London for several years 
in early July as part of a tour of western capitals. With the 
prospect of military defeat for South Africa and Unita in 
Angola, the visit was clearly designed to establish some diplo
matic credibility for Unita as an 'independent' force with a 
claim to be included in the regional negotiations taking place 
between Angola, South Africa and Cuba.  

At short notice, the AAM linked up with the Mozambique 
Angola Committee (MAC) and the Angolan embassy to coordi
nate a range of protest activity focusing on Unita's record of 
terrorism and collaboration with the apartheid regime. This 
included a protest advert in The Independent signed by over 
200 organisations and individuals, and a large picket outside the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, where Savimbi addressed 
a closed meeting. Favourable press coverage was obtained for 
these actions. Despite Foreign Office assurances that Savimbi 
would not be officially received, 'there was some informal 
contact at official level' during his visit, as was revealed by the 
prime minister's secretary in reply to a letter of protest by the 
AAM's chairperson. Overall, however, the visit was generally 
deemed to have failed in promoting Unita's interests.  

Other activities 

An initiative by solidarity organisations with Angola and 
Mozambique under the name ECASAAMA (European Campaign 
Against South African Aggression against Mozambique and 
Angola), to hold a European-wide conference to build support 
for these countries, led to AAM participation in preparations for 
a major event in Bonn planned for December 1988.  

Discussions were held with representatives of the AFRICA 
Fund, who expressed satisfaction at the work being done by 
AAM to publicise and win support for the Fund and its 
programme of assistance to the Front Line States and liberation 
movements.  

Throughout the period, close contact and consultation was 
maintained with the diplomatic representatives of the Front 
Line States. In August 1988, the AAM was pleased to welcome 
Armando Panguene as Mozambique's first ambassador to Britain.
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Economic collaboration 
Disinvestmen t 
Apartheid's economic and political difficulties have been glaringly 
reflected in the accelerating pace of company disinvestment 
from South Africa. To highlight the scale and significance of 
this process, the AAM produced a detailed report, The South 
African Disconnection. Published in April and widely reported 
in the press, the document revealed that one-fifth of British 
companies operating in South Africa in 1985 withdrew in the 
subsequent two years. During 1987188, many major companies 
with long-standing connections with South Africa departed, 
including Norwich Union, TI, BICC, Metal Box and Rover. 

Motives for such withdrawals combined faltering confidence 
in the South African economy with the adverse publicity asso- 
ciated with investing in South Africa and Namibia generated by 
diiinvestment campaign work. The long-term effect of these 
withdrawals will be to deprive the apartheid economy of foreign 
capital, technology and skills. It also removes companies that 
have previously lobbied hard against sanctions. It  is a develop- 
ment which has been of utmost concern to the regime. 

A corresponding indication of the crisis of confidence afflict- 
ing the South African economy has beenmoves by South African 
corporations to  transfer assets overseas. Two large corporations, 
Rembrandt and Liberty Life, announced the setting up of 
'separate' European companies during the year. Many others 
have quietly bought shell companies in Britain in anticipation of 
a further economic deterioration in South Africa, and as a hedge 
against sanctions. The Movement will need to give close atten- 
tion to South African capital's penetration into Britain. 
. By far the biggest attempt by South African capital to 
penetrate the British economy and secure interests as far afield 
as Australia and North America was launched with a bid by 
Minorco, Anglo American Corporation's overseas holding 
company, for Consolidated Gold Fields in September 1988. 
This carefully-prepared attempt to take over a British company 
worth Â£ billion was immediately denounced by (toe AAM, 
which called upon the government to use its powers under the 
Industry Act to prevent the take-over from proceeding. 

The immediate impact of disinvestment has been blunted by 
the retention of non-equity links (franchise, licence or technical 
agreements) with ex-subsidiaries. Several companies, notably 
ICL and Consolidated Gold Fields, have arranged deals structured 
to ensure retention of control over subsidiaries, despite reduc- 
tions in holdings. Much attention has been paid to identifying 
those companies which continue to provide support for the 
regime, despite having 'diisinvested', and the AAM will continue 
to campaign for the severance of all commercial connections 
with South Africa. 

The National Union of Students (NUS) has been especially 
active in promoting dinvestment, and successful campaigns 
were conducted by several Oxford colleges and the London 
School of Economics, which announced the sale of all its 
holdings in companies with South African or Namibian invest- 
ments in February. A survey of local authority pension funds 
showed that nearly half restrict investment in South Africa to 
varying degrees. The AAM is increasingly able to provide 
technical advice on disinvestment strategies for a wide range of 
organisations, including City brokers and portfolio managers. 
The AAM has cooperated with both the Ethical Investment 
Research and Information Service (EIRIS) and the Pension 
Investment Resource Centre (PIRC) in this area. 

Banking 
The campaign against bank lending to South Africa has continued 
to be successful in preventing the apartheid regime obtaining 
any significant international loans during the year. South Africa's 
exclusion from international capital markets has been the key 
economic reason behind the strains apparent in the South 

African economy during 1988. Shortage of foreign loan capital 
has meant South Africa has had to run a large current account 
surplus to cover both the programme of debt repayments agreed 
with its creditor banks in March 1986 and a continuing leakage 
of capital occurring despite exchange control restrictions. Signs 
that the current account was falling into deficit in the first two 
quarters of 1988 caused considerable concern amongst South 
African economists, provoking a sudden rise in interest rates, 
imposition of import controls and a weakening of the rahd. 

A high degree of international coordination has again been a 
feature of the banks campaign. End Loans to Southern Africa 
(ELTSA) hosted a two-day seminar in January. Bank campaign 
activists from 10 countries attended the event, which provided 
an invaluable opportunity to exchange information and plan 
joint activities against the mainly German and Swiss banks still 
involved in lending. 

The AAM was able to provide information to the enquiry on 
South Africa's international financial links commissioned by the 
Commonwealth Group of Foreign Ministers on South Africa. 
The report submitted to the Commonwealth meeting in Toronto 
concluded that financial sanctions were having a marked effect 
on South Africa, but that there was still considerable scope for 
action at government level. It specifically recommended action 
on trade credits. 

The issue of trade-related lending - loans made by banks 
either to British exporters to South Africa or to South African 
importers of British goods to cover goods in transit - is now the 
main focus of the campaign. ELTSA has conducted very useful 
research in this area. In July 1988, Gerhard de Kock, governor 
of the South African Reserve Bank, noted a 'gratifying' increase 
in trade credits available to South Africa, and clearly they have 
increased partially to fill the gap left by other forms of lending. 

Most UK banks provide this sort of finance, and the govern- 
ment agency, the Export Credit Guarantee Department (ECGD) 
insures a significant proportion of these loans. The AAM and 
ELTSA will continue to press for these commercial connections 
with apartheid to be cut. 

Midland Bank's sale of its minority holding in Thomas Cook 
in South Africa means that there are now no British banks with 
active South African subsidiaries. On taking over Hill Samuel 
(which was among the largest lenders to South Africa in the 
early 1980s), the TSB gave commitments to dispose of its South 
African interests and to make no further loans. 

Looking ahead, the challenge is to maintain pressure on banks 
to ensure that financial links with South Africa continue to 
dwindle and that South Africa is unable to gain another three- 
year rescheduling agreement when its debt repayment schedule 
comes up for renegotiation in early 1990. 

Gold 
The ELTSA seminar on the banks campaign in January also 
resulted in the formation of a new organisation to work specifi- 
cally on the issue of gold sanctions against South Africa, the 
World Gold Commission This was launched in May as an 
international network of campaign groups and experts from the 
pYecious metals field, with the AAM providing the secretarial 
facilities. Its aim is to take advantage of recent research to 
develop practical ways of excluding South African gold from 
world 'markets, a development which would- have profound 
consequences for the apartheid regime, which derives almost 
50% of its foreign earnings and a quarter of its tax income from 
the gold industry. ' 

The Commission has concentrated on two areas. First, it has 
worked to persuade non-South African members of the World 
Gold Council, a marketing organisation for gold dominated by 
South African mining interests, to resign. Second, it has looked 
into the possibility of jewellery retailers providing lines of 
jewellery guaranteed as non-South African. In the future it will 
be working on finding alternative sources of gold for the Italian 
jewellery industry, which is the biggest in the world. 
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Military and nuclear collaboration
The importance of this area of the Movement's work has been 
underlined by growing evidence that South Africa is losing its 
military superiority on the ground in Southern Africa, especially 
in relqtion to the armed forces of the People's Republic of 
Angola. The fact is that the UN arms embargo, despite all its 
limitations, means that the apartheid regime is unable to obtain 
the most advanced and sophisticated equipment from the interna
tional arms market.  

The work to enforce the arms embargo has been largely 
coordinated by the World Campaign against Military and Nuclear 
Collaboration with South Africa, which the AAM established in 
1979 and whose director, Abdul S Minty, is the AAM's honorary 
secretary. Most of the AAM's work in this area is undertaken 
through the World Campaign. This report therefore also covers 
some of the more important activities of the World Campaign 
during this period.  

Advisory committee of the World Campaign 

The World Campaign has established an advisory committee to 
assist in its work. It held its first meeting in Oslo from 26-28 
February 1988, hosted by its chairman, Reilf Steen MP (vice
president of the Norwegian Parliament). The committee 
members are Mr Steen, David Steel MP, A B Nyaki, Tanzanian 
high commissioner to Britain, and Abdul S Minty. The commit
tee met Prime Minister Brundtland and Foreign Minister 
Stoltenberg, and worked out a number of initiatives which 
needed to be taken to strengthen the arms embargo and support 
the Front Line States.  

The UN Security Council established in 1977 a committee to 
monitor the implementation of its decision to impose a manda
tory arms embargo on South Africa. This committee, as a result 
of a number of cases submitted to it by the World Campaign, 
issued a special statement on 30 December 1987 in which It was 
'noted with alarm and great concern that large quantities of 
arms and military equipment ... were still reaching South Africa 
directly or via clandestine routes'. However, no action has been 
taken by the committee to ensure that the governments con
cerned implement the embargo more strictly, largely due to the 
consistent opposition-of Britain and the USA to any move to 
strengthen the arms embargo. Earlier, in April 1987, the US 
State Department reported that Israel, Italy, France, the FRG, 
Netherlands, Switzerland and Blitain were involved in violating 
the UN arms embargo. It did tot mention the USA which, in 
addition to direct supplies to South Africa, is also providing 
large quantities of arms to its surrogate Unita forces in Angola.  

Other activities of the World Campaign 

Amongst the many other activities of the World Campaign were 
the following.  
* In January 1988 Abdul S Minty had a meeting with Mwalimu 
Julius Nyerere (founder patron of the World Campaign) in 
Stockholm, and 'from there went to Arusha where the foreign 
ministers of the Front Line States met the Nordic foreign 
ministers, 25-26 January, and was then able to attend the 
opening session of the Southern African Development Coordina.  
tion Conference on 28 January, also in Arusha. It provided a' 
useful opportunity for discussions with government representa
tives as well as the liberation movements and other participants.  
* The World Campaign submitted a special report on the 
operation of the mandatory United Nations arms embargo 
against South Africa for the meeting of the committee in 
Toronto on 2-3 August 1988, and the ministers decided to give 
it detailed attention and adopt appropriate proposals at the next 
meeting in Harare in February 1989.  
* In March 1988 the World Campaign had an extensive meeting 
with officials of the Canadian government in Ottawa to discuss 
legal regulations and related machinery to implement the arms 
embargo. This resulted in identifying a number of loopholes and 
the need to ensure that the UN Security Council arms embargo 
committee is made more effective.  
0 The central committee of the World Council of Churches met

in Hanover during August and its Programme to Combat Racism 
organised a public meeting on 19 August with the general secre
taries of the South African and Namibian Councils of Churches 
as the main speakers. Abdul S Minty was invited as the third 
speaker and he explained how the apartheid war in Southern 
Africa was being carried out with external help, including vital 
equipment from the FRG. Several hundred people from all over 
the country attended this meeting and the speeches are being 
published for wider distribution.  

Subsequently, on 9 September the director of the World 
Campaign was invited to participate in a one-day private consul
tation on the arms embargo organised by the churches in Bonn.  
This considered how far the FRG was complying with the arms 
embargo, and at the conclusion the participants agreed to take 
some initiatives to ensure that the embargo is implemented 
more strictly by the FRG.  
0 The director of the World Campaign gave the opening address 
to the annual conference of the International Defence and Aid 
Fund for Southern Africa, which took place in London from 
13-15 May, on-the theme 'Apartheid's War in Southern Africa'.  

British collaboration 
The World Campaign prepared, in consultation with the Anti-' 
Apartheid Movement, a memorandum to the Commonwealth 
conference in Vancouver, outlining a series of breaches of the 
UN arms embargo involving Britain. A copy of this document 
was sent by the AAM to the Foreign Office. A reply was eventu
ally received, and the World Campaign and the AAM are currently 
considering how to follow up the cases contained in the memo
randum.  

FRG submarine plans 
The case of the FRG submarine construction plans, illegally 
delivered to South Africa, needed considerable attention 
throughout the year. In January the Bonn government informed 
the World Campaign that the delivery of the plans was no longer 
considered to be illegal since certain crucial blueprints had not 
been delivered to Pretoria. Thus, South Africa had apparently 
paid over DM40 million for plans that it could not use! 

The two companies Involved have consistently refused to 
disclose details about their contracts with South Africa, even to 
the Parliamentary Investigation Committee which is still carrying 
out its investigations. The FRG government also informed the 
UN that, since the case was not considered to amount to an 
offence, the public prosecutor had closed the file which would 
be opened only If any further relevant evidence was produced.  

Meanwhile, the press reported that a letter allegedly written 
by Herr Strauss to Chancellor Kohl, indicating that they had 
discussed the submarine deal, was found during the summer and, 
if authentic, it would confirm that high government officials 
were involved in the transaction. The disclosure of this letter 
also led the Green Party to submit a formal application for the 
chancellor to be indicted for having given misleading informa
tion to the Parliamentary Investigation Committee.  

Pretoria subsequently announced that it was not proceeding 
with the construction of submarines but would instead update 
its old Daphne-class French submarines. This could be to help 
divert efforts in the FRG to initiate a prosecution against those 
who delivered the construction plans in breach of the mandatory 
arms embargo.  

Austrian aircraft 
These aircraft, licensed for manufacture in the Ciskei, were 
declared by the Austrian government not to amount to a breach 
of the embargo since the Hobbyliner and Scanliner aircraft were 
not to be used by the military or police forces. The World Cam
paign was able to prove to the Austrian government and to the 
UN that the existing Austrian regulations had a loophole which 
made it possible to license the production of aircraft in South 
Africa in breach of the embargo. The Austrian authorities 
conceded that the loophole existed and initially promised the 
World Campaign (in September 1987) that the regulationswould 
be changed in about a year.
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That has not happened and it appears as if the industrial 

lobby has succeeded in preventing this amendment. The offend
ing company has now produced an extract from its contract to 
the effect that the aircraft cannot be used for police or military 
purposes. The World Campaign believes that this was a deliberate 
attempt to enable the authorities not to take any action against 
the company and keep the present loophole in the regulations.  

This case needs international exposure, as does the fact that, 
despite an official promise to the World Campaign in 1983 by 
the Austrian foreign minister, the loophole relating to the transit 
of hand-guns through that country has also not been closed.  

FIDA '88 (Chile) 
On 3 March 1988 the World Campaign established that South 
Africa had been invited to participate in the FIDA '88 Air Show 
in Santiago, Chile, in breach of UN policy. Immediate represen
tations were made to Chile to cancel the invitation and the UN 
was alerted. The UN Special Committee supported the call of 
the World Campaign and called on others to boycott FIDA '88 
in case the Chilean authorities refused to exclude South Africa.  

On 10 March Abdul S Minty went to the UN in New York 
for consultations with diplomats about this case. On the same 
day, the arms embargo committee met and unanimously asked 
Chile not to breach the Security Council's decision. However, 
the Chilean authorities ignored the appeals and went ahead with 
South African participation in FIDA '88 as well as the official 
visit of two naval ships from South Africa at the same time. The 
South African exhibit was reported to be the largest at the show 
and the G6 howitzer, the Darter missile, the Seeker remotely
piloted spy plane and other Armscor equipment were displayed.  

South Africa is effectively excluded from all international 
arms fairs and is only able to participate in the biennial FIDA 
shows. It is vital for international vigilance, to be maintained 
since South Africa is desperate to export military equipment in 
order to overcome the high costs of its internal armaments 
industry.  

MBB/British Aerospace multi-sensor platforms 
In June 1988 the World Campaign revealed that South Africa 
had ordered multi-sensor platforms from MBB in the FRG as 
part of an electro-optic tracking system for which British Aero
space provided certain key components. This system is normally 
used by the military to test missiles but can also be used in the 
battlefield to detect the source of missiles. Both the British and 
FRG governments were asked to intervene and prevent the 
violation of the arms embargo, and the UN was informed.  

On 30 June the World Campaign had a meeting with the 
Foreign Ministry in Bonn and was informed that one unit had 
been delivered to South Africa and that two were still on order.  
A few days later, Abdul S Minty was able to see the unit at a 
plant in Bremen and called on both governments to prevent its 
export. Foreign Minister Genscher responded with the assurance 
that he had instituted an investigation and that the two remain.  
ing units would in the meantime not be delivered.  

Meanwhile, the British Foreign Office informed David Steel 
MP that a licence for the British equipment had been granted 
for export to the FRG and that it was for that country to imple
ment the embargo. British Aerospace informed the World 
Campaign that it was not aware of the final destination of the 
equipment nor of its end use. A further meeting with the 
Foreign Ministry in Bonn on 8 September confirmed that the 
investigation was still not completed.  

Daimler-Benz 
When the Daimler-Benz AGM took place in Stuttgart on I July 
1988 several shareholders raised the question of links with the 
South African military, and the director of the World Campaign 
was invited to speak to a motion on the subject. This was the 
second time that he had taken part in the AGM and the officials 
were insistent that the company merely engaged in 'normal 
trade' and could not be held responsible for how its equipment 
was used. In October 1988 several groups in the FRG decided to 
organise a coordinated national campaign against Daimler-Benz.  

International Atomic Energy Agency 
The IAEA general conference, 19-23 September 1988, once

,again postponed the question of South Africa's membership.  
This was a result of the decision by the socialist countries, foJ the 
second year running, not to support the resolution which was 
originally agreed by all except the western group. The matter 
will be on the agenda for the 1989 conference, but the Pritoria 
regime's claims that it is ready to consider discussing theipossi
bility of signing the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NP) have 
had some success. It is vital that public campaigns be organdsed to 
expose South African manoeuvres and the great dangers ilvolved 
in allowing Pretoria to benefit from continued membetship of 
the IAEA.  

Cultural boycott 
The cultural boycott has remained an important area of work for 
isolating South Africa as the apartheid regime and its supporters 
continue to attempt to lure performers, film makers and others 
to South Africa. Despite these attempts, there are many more 
performers, artists and actors now refusing to collaborate with 
apartheid South Africa. At the same time, the culture of resis
tance has been developing rapidly inside South Africa, despite 
repression by the apartheid regime such as the detention of 
leading cultural workers and the banning of public events linked 
to the promotion of people's culture. Supporting the develop
ment of people's culture as part of the struggle against apartheid, 
whilst also maintaining and strengthening the cultural boycott, 
has become an increasingly important aspect of this area of 
work.  

A level of British collaboration in the cultural sphere has 
persisted, such as pop groups which continue to go to Sun City.  
Between May and October 1987, British bands Wishbone Ash, 
Nazareth, Black Sabbath and Status Quo all played Sun City, 
which was undoubtedly a blow to the campaign, although only 
Status Quo are currently of any note in the music business.  
However, the publicity and pressure the Movement was able to 
secure in relation to these breaches of the boycott was such that 
Black Sabbath and Status Quo subsequently pledged to the 
United Nations that they would not return to South Africa. In 
the case of Black Sabbath, this followed concerts in Holland and 
Hungary being cancelled because of their visit. Sun City has thus 
remained a focus for the campaign, with considerable success as 
regards the vast majority of bands refusing lucrative offers to 
play there and those who do, with few exceptions, being moti
vated by a desire to boost flagging careers.  

The United Nations' 'Register of Actors, Entertainers and 
Others who have performed in Apartheid South Africa' remains 
an important campaigning tool. The Movement undertook 
detailed research for the UN in January to assist with updating 
the Register, leading to the addition of a significant number of 
British and international performers. The Movement also closely 
monitors breaches of the boycott and informs the UN swiftly so 
that performers immediately go on to the Register and are 
subject to international exposure, as was the case with the US 
singer Laura Branigan. In another case uncovered by the Move
ment, a British punk band pulled out of a planned trip to South 
Africa because of pressure.  

The UN Register has been made widely available by the 
Movement to local authorities, student unions, trade unionists 
and others to ensure that facilities are denied to those who break 
the boycott. This has now become an established and effective 
policy in a growing number of local authorities in particular. As 
a result of this work, the number of British artists pledging to 
the UN not to return to South Africa continues to grow: in 
addition to Status Quo and Black Sabbath, bands who went to 
Sun City in 1986 - The Tremeloes, The Fortunes, Marmalade 
and the Swinging Blue Jeans have all since pledged not to return.  
Additionally, pressure from the Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement 
was crucial in ensuring a pledge from Shirley Bassey not to 
return to South Africa. The most significant figure finally to 
pledge not to return to South Africa has been Frank Sinatra.  

An area of increasing concern in relation to attempts to 
weaken the boycott concerns the film industry and the growing 
number of big budget films being made in South Africa and 
Namibia for international distribution. These productions, with
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Sports boycott 
As last year, there have been no major tours to or from South 
Africa this year, yet Britain remains the country with the most 
collaboration with apartheid sport. Thii reflects .en the one 
hand the strength of the boycott campaign, but also the inaction 
of the government over its commitment to the Gleneagles 
Agreement and the attitude of the governing bodies in a number 
of Britiih sports. 

The AAM continues to liaise closely with the South African 
Non-Racial Olympic Committee (SANROC) and to maintain 
contact with other anti-apartheid movements campaigning on 
the sports boycott. The AAM was represented by its deputy 
executive secretary, Alan Brooks, at the International Confer- 
ence against Apartheid Sport in Harare in November, organised 
by SANROC, the Supreme Council for Sport in Africa, and the 
International Campaign Against Apartheid Sport, with the 
support of the UN Special Committee against Apartheid. The 
conference looked at ways of slzengthening the sports boycott 
internationally and was an important forum for identifying cam- 
paign priorities for the coming year. 

Tennis is one of the key sports identified for concerted 
international pressure, particularly as it entered the Olympics 
this year. In line with this, the Movement has begun raising the 
profile of the campaign. Aberdeen AA organised a picket of a 
match between South African-born Kevin Curran and Australian 
Pat Cash, holder of the Wimbledon and South African Open 
titles, gaining a significant amount of press coverage. Additionally, 
Wimbledon was leafleted in relation to the participation of 
South Africans in British tennis, an action mirroring protests at 
the other 'Grand Slam' tournaments in fiance, A u s W i  and 
the USA. This and other pressure has already resulted in a 
decision by the Internatiod Tennis Federation to reassess the 
status of the South African Open. 

Golf is another sport targeted for international pressure, as a 
sport where collaboration with apartheid South AMca remains 
high. A setback to the campaign was the participation of top 
golfers, such as Britain's Ian Woosnam, in the Sun City million- 
dollar tournament in the winter, Also, South Africans continue 
to play freely in Britain. A response is developing amongst 
golfers in Britain, and a new group, 'Golfers Against Apartheid', 
is forming which will work within the sport to challenge the 
links between Britiih and South African golf. 

Rugby has also remained a target for the sports campaign. 
The major success was the collapse of the planned World XV 
tour to South Africa thii summer, after it was rejected by 
virtually all the rugby unions and individuals players, including 
British players. This was without doubt a major blow to  apart- 
heid rugby. 

Zola Budd has remained a significant figure in the sports 
boycott controversy over the year. There was a demonstration 

at her race in' February in Gateshead by Tyneside AA group, 
which received a considerable amount of publicity. Her return 
home to South Africa in May conf i ied  the widespread view 
that she had been using her British passport as a passport of con- 
venience - a position argued consistently by the AAM since her 
arrival in Britain. Recent statements by Budd in South Africa 
suggest that she may now seek to return to Britain as an athlete, 
although she has also expressed a desire the join the diplomatic 
service and return to Britaii/South Afrim House, despite her 
previous disclaimers that she was not a bolitician! 

Sporting contact with apartheid South Africa has continued 
in a number of other sports. In the past year, the AAM has 
taken up such collaboration in sea-angling, where South Africa 
was forced out of the European Boat Sea Angling Champion- 
ships in Plymouth in September; water polo, where a rebel tour 
went to South Africa earlier this year; and football, where Kevin 
Keegan and other players have been to South Africa this summer. 
Sheffield AAM leafleted a snooker tournament protesting at  the 
participation of South African players. 

The AAM has continued to promote the United Nations 1 
Register of Sporting Contacts with South Africa as an important 
campaigniig tool. An example of the importance of this work 
was the banning of golfers from a local authority-controlled 
tournament in Kirklees in August because the players were on 
the UN Register. Additionally, because of the success of the 
campaign, increasing numbers of sportspeople are now pledging 
to the UN not to return to South Africa until apartheid is dis- 
mantled. 

The other most recent and highly significant development in 
relation to the sports boycott was the cancellation of the England 
cricket tour to Indii this winter because of the selection for the 
touring side of eight players who had been to South Africa, 
including the captain, Graham Gooch, who was already con- 
tracted to go to South Africa this winter if he had not been 
made England captain. The Movement welcomed the strong 
position of the Indian government in opposition to the tour: 
Archbishop Huddleston sent a message of support to h a n d  
Shanna, the I n d i i  MP who organised the campaign. The Move- 
ment's chair, Bob Hughes MP, wrote requesting an urgent 
meeting with the sports minister to discus the matter, but thii 
was not possible prior to hii departure for the Olympics. As the 
cancellation of the tour would not have been necessary were it 
not for continuing links with apartheid sport, in de5ance of the 
Gleneagles Agreement, the Movement publicly placed the blame 
on the govemment for its inaction over implementation of Glen- 
eagles and will be seekii a meeting with sport8 miniier Colin 
Moynihan to discuss more effective implementation of the 
government's Commonwealth mponsibilities in the future. 
There can be no doubt that actions such as that of the Indian 
government reflect the growing isolation of Britain over contact 
with apartheid sport and anger at Britain's unwilliiess to act, 
a position which is proving damaging to the standing of Britiih 
sport internationally. 

Southern Africa 
The Imprisoned,. Society 

A feature of 1987/88 has been the expansion of SATIS'S work 
- in addition to a major role in campaigns such as the National 
Petition and Freedom at 70 campnigns, SATIS has (through the 
Harare Working Group, which is now the SATIS committee on 
children and the Joint Campaign ,Against the Repression of 
Trade Unionists in South Africa and Namibia) greatly widened 
the work in Britain against apartheid repression. A conference 
on the repression of chiidren in South Africa has been held and 
one on the repression of chiidren in Namibia is planned for 
October 1988; and a range of materials has been jointly p u b  
liihed on trade union repression 

In the No Apartheid Executions campaign, numerous and 
regular SATE3 pickets of both the South African embassy and 

the British Foreign Office have been organised, and a range of 
publications prepared. This year has also seen the compiIation 
of an extensive SATIS d i i  mailing system, now more than 
3,OOO-strong, and the establishment of a comprehensive intema- 
tional contact list. This has enabled SATIS not only t o  react 
more efficiently to events in Southern Mrica, but also to provide 
information on a much wider basis. 

The fifth an&ersary of the formation of the UDF was 
marked by 8 letter published in The Independent signed by 
Archbiiop Tmvor Huddleston and Geoffrey Bindman (chair of, 
SATIS) m o n g  others. A memo on the repression of the UDF by 
the apartheid regime was aim prepared under SATIS'S auspices. 
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nW&mu$ pickets and meetings were staged throughout the 
mrn@y; %re than 120 MPS from all parties signed an Early 
B y  M&n. Under pressure, the foreign secretary indicated that 
BriW's concern had gain been communicated to the South 
African authorities, but ignored requests for Mrs Thatcher to 
intervene. 

The rejection of the clemency appeal by President Botha on 
14 Mareh and the announce~ent that #e executions would 
take place on 18 March brought matters to a climax. Within the 
next 48 horn, President Reagan, General Secretary Gorbachev 
and Chancellor Kohl made personal appeals to Botha, and the 
UN Security Council, in emergency sessiony called for a stay of 
execution. 

Relatives of two of the Six, Julia Ramashamola and Joyce 
Mokhesi, had discussions with SATIS representatives and 
m e e t i i  with the Commonwealth secretary general, C a r d i i  
Hume, TUC general secretary Norman Wiii, and the prime 
minister's private setiretary. Leading figures from the churches, 
trade unions and entertainment world joined hundreds of 
acti- at .SAT@ pickets outside Downing Street and South 
Africa House, and thousands contributed towards a series of 
pres advetiiment8. Media attention reached unprecedented 
levels, with me Independent running a particularly notable 
campaign. Prime Minister Thatcher was now compelled to act, 
and instructed the British ambassador to convey her concern to 
Resident Botha. 

Finally, amidst intense intemational activity, and with only 
15 hours to go before the scheduled time of the executions, the 
original W judge granted a one-month stay of execution after 
Kkyers for the Six had argued for a reopening of the trial on 
the p u n &  that one of the two principal witnesses, Joseph 
Manete, had given perjured evidence under police torture. The 
temporary reprieve, c l d y  a result of political pressures, further 
reinfomed international criticisms of the South African judi- 
ciar$s role in political trials and enabled SATIS to extend and 
reinforce the cam- activity. Discussions with the relatives 
led to a widening of the international lobbying, whilst the 
defeat% hwyefs mpared and lodged on 15 April a formal appli- 
cation for petmission to appeal to reopen the trial. 
Thk application was d i smkd  on 13 June, and on l July the 

defenm petilioned the chief justice to revem the decision. One 
Week b&m the new date (19 July) set for the executions, and 
*&out W&ng for the chief justiie's announcement that five 

IWisIub judges would hear argument on 7 September, 
just&? mhister Kobie Coetzee intervened to announce an 
indefinite stay of execution, pending exhaustion of the judicial 
process and appeals to a e  state president. This time the subser- 
vience of the courts to the executive was made blatantly evident 
a d  the p&mq of international pressure in saving the lives of 
hose on death row was confirmed. The Sharpeville Six are still 
at risk, though their prospects are slightly better now than they 
were a year ago. 

ff e apartheid executions 
W ~ A I S ~  worla attention has been focused oh the Sharpeville Six, 
SATIS hasbeen actively concerned to highlight the wider problem 
of politkml executions, focusing on the rapidly increasingamber 
of people on death row (some 64 by late September 1988) and 
on a number of key cases, involving Robert McBride, Tsepo 
Letsoam, Michael Lucas and the NUM Three. Activity on the 
last case is rep& below under the Joint Campaign. For much 
of the past year, SATIS has maintained regular weekly pickeh 
of the South Mean embassy, and less frequently the Foreign 
Officey with different organisations W i g  responsibiiib for 
particular days. 

Of t h m  named, Tsepo Letsoare was executed secretly on 
the same &ay in March that the Sharpeville Si were due to be 
hanged - a hct which only emerged some time afterwards. Last- 
minute efforts to save Michael Lucas proved unavailing, and he 
was executed a week later. However, no further political exem- 
tbxk  we^! known to have been carried out by mid4eptember. 

In part this may be due to the fact that, inter a l i i  because of 
SATIS'S international work, there is much wider awarehess of 
the issues than used to be the casey whilst in Britain a substantial 
mailing list has been built up of individuals and orgariisations 
prepared to take up cases quickly. The reluctance of the British 
government to intervene, except where special circumstances are 
judged to prevail (as with the Sharpeville Six), and to wait for 
judicial processes to be exhausted gives cause for concern and 
unwarranted credence to the South African judiciary's claim to 
be independent of the regime. 

Joinf campaign 
Following on from extenswe diicussion at the 1987 AGM about 
the increasing level of attacks on the non-racial democratic 
movement, the AAM trade union committee and SATIS launched 
the Joint Campaign Against the Repression of Trade Unionists 
in South Africa and Namibia 

A survey undertaken by the Detainees' Parents Support 
Committee graphidly illustrated the big increase in repression. 
Whereas, in 1986,4% of those detained were trade unionistsy by 
1987, this figure had multiplied six-fold to 24%. Four trade 
unionists are presently on death row in South Africa. 

The campaign launch took place on l February 1988 with a 
demonstration attended by 200 people outside South Africa 
House to mark the reopening of the hid involving Mow 
Mayekiso, general secretary of the National Union of Metal- 
workers of South Africa (NUMSA). Previously, the AAM had 
worked with the National Union of Public Employees to obtain 
the release of Themba Nxumalo, general secretary of the Muni- 
cipal Workers Union of South Africa, and with the National 
Union of Railwaymen on the detention of Justice Langa, general 
secretary of the South African Railway and Harbour Workers 
Union. 

The National Union of Mineworkers launched a petition, 
which was widely circulated around coalfield communities and 
the Anti-Apartheid Movement, raising the case of three South 
African NUM members on death row and the continued deten- 
tion of shop steward hhme Dipico. The petition, which gained 
the support of the M e s  Union Congress and miners unions 
&mated to the In te rna t id  a e r s  -on, was signed 
by over 30,000 people and was delivemd to the prime minister 
by a delegation of NUM-sponsored MPS, Peter Heathfield, NUM 
general secretary, and Bob Hughes MP, AAM chairperson. As a 
result, the British government has intervened in the case of 
Dipico. 

On the case of the political trial of the Alexandra Five, the 
Joint Campaign has been working with the Confederation of 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Unions, which contributed towards 
the production of 5,000 campaign cads. A major article on the 
new initiative appeared in the Morning Star on 28 June, the 
second anniversary of Moses Mayekiso's imprisonment. After 
discussions with NUMSA, the Joint Campaign produced a leaflet 
calliig on t M e  unionists to obtain statements on the case from 
boards of d i i o r s  of British multinationals with whom NUMSA 
has recognition agreements. 

The Joint Campaign and Rail Against Apartheid (NUR) also 
produced education and campaign material demanding the 

= release on humanitarian g ~ ~ ~ n d s  of veteran trade union activist 
Harry Gwah Gw* a former railwaymm and member of the 
South Mean C o n p s  of Trade Unions, is suffering from 
knotor neurone disease, which is believed to be terminal. 

The Joint Campaign and the Union of Shop, Distributive and 
Allied Workers have also produced campaign cards on the case 
of a CCAWUSA (Commercial Catering and Allied Workers Union 
of South Africa) shop steward, William Ntombela, who is 
presently on death row. 

Finally, the Joint Campaign is presently planning, w$th a 
number of civil service unions, action on the case of SWAPO 
secretary of labour Jason Angula, and, with other unions, action 
on the case of trade union veteran Oscar Mpetha. The Joint 
Campaign also worked with One Wodd on their new campaign 
which features the apression of trade unionists internationally. 
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of the Secretariat. The secretary general has contiiued to play 
a prominent role in the international campaign against apartheid 
and was especially supportive of the 'Nelson Mandela: F'reedom 
at 70' campaign. 

EEC 
There has been a significant growth of cooperation .mongst the 
national anti-apartheid movements in the EEC which led to the 
establishment of a liaison group of the national anti-apartheid 
movements of the countries of the EEC at a meeting in Athens 
in September. 

Following consultations at the ANC h h a  conference a 
weekend meeting was held in Born on 13-14 February 1988. 
A memorandum was drawn up at the meeting for presentation 
to the European Council of Ministers and a communiqud was 
issued pledging cooperation between the E m  anti-apartheid 
movements. A programme of work was agreed on a range of 
issues at EEC level. A smaller meeting was held in Brussels in 
April when discussions took place between a number of AAMs 
and the South African agencies coordinatiig the EEC Special 
Pbgramme. 

The Athens meeting from 19-20 September built on this 
experience of cooperation and agreed on the need for the 
establishment of a liaison group which could provide a frame- 
work for representations to the instijutions of the EEC and 
cooperation tGetween n a t i c d  anti-apart.a- movements over 
EEC issues. Following the meeting a memorandum was presented 
to a senior Foreign Ministry official, who agreed that it would 
be circulated to  the Council of Ministers. It stressed the need for 
the EEC strictly to enforce existing EEC m e m m  against South 
Africa, that these measures should be extended to include 
Namibia, and the need for further measures, especially the 
implementation of sanctions against South African coal. 

The liaison group does not have any f o n d  secretariat or 
structure - one or more anti-apartheid movements take the 
responsibility between meetings to follow up specific decKions. 
The work of this liaison group may well assume a growing 
significance given the general trend towads the harmonisation 
of foreign policy over Southern Africa amongst EEC counwes. 

United Nations 
The Anti-Apartheid Movement has continued to maintain close 
working relations with a range of UN institutions, especially the 
UN Special Committee against Apartheid and the UN Council 
for Namibii. In early May 1988 the AAM executive secretary 
visited New York to represent the Movement at aspecial meeting 
to mark the 25th anniversary of the foundation of the Special 
Committee. The principal speakers at the meeting were the UN 
secretary general, Archbishop Tutu and Revd Allan Boesak. This 
visit provided an opportunity of meetings with the Centre 
Against Apartheid and the secretary of the UN Council for 
Namibia. 

Over the past year, General Garba, chairman of the Special 
Committee against Apartheid, Mr Noor, its secretary, and Mr 
Mousouris, UN assistant secretary general for the Centre Against 
Apartheid, visited London on several oaasiom and the oppor- 
tunity of these visits was taken for further &cusions with 
officers of the Movement. 

The AAM was represented at two events organised by the 
Special Committee. AAM hon secretary Abdul S Minty was 
invited to address a UN regional coderence in Lima, Peru, from 
7-9 March, where he presented a paper on links between Latin 
American countries and South Africa. Whilst in Peru, he was 
able to alert both the UN conference and the government to the 
existence of a special office operating in Lima for South AÂ£ric t o  
promote economic and other links with Peru and other countries 
in the region, and called on tbe authorities t o  close it. On hii 
return via New York, he had a series of meetings with UN 
ambassadors and members of the UN Secretariat. 

In September 1988 Mike Terry attended, as an observer, the 
UN Symposium on Culture against Apartheid in Athens. The 
symposium brought together prominent artii and others 
working in this field. A paper on the cultural boycott prepared 
by the AAM was presented to the meeting. The proceedings 

were enriched by the participation of many prominent cultural 
workers from South Africa. The symposium issued a new appeal 
to  artii not to visit South Africa. Much discussion centred on 
the need to provide effective solidarity with the growing cultural 
resistance in South Africa, and it was recognised by the sympo- 
sium that there were cultural contacts with South Africa which 
undermined apartheid and that these should be supported. 

The AAM was also represented on this occasion by Man 
Brooks, deputy executive secretary, at a UN-sponsored confer- 
ence, namely the International Conference against Apartheid 
Sport which took place in Harare from 5-7 November 1987. 
This conference provided a valuable framework for coordination 
between African sports organisations, the UN and other inter- 
governmental organisations and anti-apartheid sports activists. 
The declaration adopted not only provided a clear basis for 
developing the sports boycott, but also identified the main 
priorities of work in this area of campaigning. 

Contact with anti-apartheid movements 
The UN Special Committee provided assistance to the Japanese 
Anti-Apartheid Movement to  enable Abdul S Minty to serve as a 
'resource person' at an Asian Regional Workshop against Apart- 
heid in Tokyo from 26-29 August 1988. The event provided a 
valuable opportunity for discussions with anti-apartheid activists 
Â£m Hong Kong, MaIaysia, Philippines, Australia, New Zealand, 
Hawaii, Taiwan and South Korea, as well as from Japan itself. 
The event focused in particular on the growth of trade with 
South Africa from Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan and South Korea. 

A similar workshop was held in Sigtunda, Sweden, from 19- 
22 November 1987 on the theme of global and mandatory sanc- 
tions against South Africa and occupied Namibia. Hosted by the 
Swedish Afrika Groups and ISAK, it was attended by 20 anti- 
apartheid and solidarity groups, mainly from western Europe, 
and drew up a comprehensive programme of action. 

In addition to the contact established with other anti- 
apartheid organisations at the conferences referred to in this 
report, there have been numerous visitors to Mandela Street 
from overseas AAMs which have provided invaluable opportu- 
nities to exchange views and campaigning experiences. In 
September 1988 the AAM hosted a visit by a two-person 
delegation from the Soviet Afro-Asiin Solidarity Committee 
and organked a brief programme for them, including discussions 
with the AAM executive committee. This provided an opportu- 
nity to discuss developmenk in the USSR's foreign policy 
towards Southern Africa. 

The AAM was represented at an informal consultation hosted 
by ELTSA of groups campaigning specifically on the issue of 
loans and related areas of finance which took place in London 
on 30-31 January. This meeting provided a valuable opportunity 
to exchange views on South Africa's debt crisis and the role of 
gold. Discussions at this meeting led to the formation of the 
World Gold Commission. 

During this period the AAM has sought to develop and streng- 
then its relations with a wide range of international organisations 
concerned and involved with the struggle against apartheid. The 
Movement's president was invited to attend the OAU summit to 
mark its 25th annivemry in May 1988; unable to go because of 
previous commitments, he sent a message of greetings expressing 
appreciation of the role of the OAU. Abdul S Minty represented 
the AAM at the joint OAU/UN Conference on Refugees in 
Southep AÂ£ric which took place in Oslo from 22-24 August, 
which, in the WO& of the conference president, the Norwegian 
foreign minister, began as a conference on refugees but ended as 
an anti-apartheid conference. 

Likewise. close links have been maintained with the World 
Council of Ghurches, especially its Programme to Combat 
Raciskn. Its new director, the Revd Barney Pityana, has made an 
invaluable contribution to anti-apartheid activity in Britain since 
his arrival from South Africa, and the Movement looks forward 
to even closer liiison with the Programme in the period ahead. 

The funeral in Paris of the assassinated ANC representative, 
Dulcie September, was attended by thousands of anti-apartheid 
activists from several countries. The AAM was represented by 
&Mike Terry and Abdul S Minty, who delivered a message from 
Archbiihop Huddleston at the funeral. 
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Lobo and many local AA groups, the AAM 
was represented (by way of a bookstall 
and in some cases a fringe meeting) at the 
following union conferences: NUT, NAS/ 
UWT, BETA, NUJ, USDAW, NGA, NUIW, 
CPSA, NUCPS, SOGAT, IPCS, IRSF, 
NUPE, BIFU, NATFHE, BFAWU, NCU, 
MSF, STE, UCATT, NALGO, COHSE, 
NUM. Representatives of South African 
trade unions or Southern African libera
tion movements addressed the conferences 
of ASLEF, FTAT, NUR, UCATT (SACTU); 
COHSE, GMB, NUT (ANC); IRSF 
(SWAPO); NALGO (NEHAWU); NCU and 
STE (POTWA). Mandela's lawyer, Ismail 
Ayob, addressed the MSF conference.  
The trade union committee produced 
model motions for delegates attending 
trade union conferences during 1988.  

Three more national unions have 
affiliated to the AAM: the National 
Association of Schoolmasters / Union of 
Women Teachers, the Education Institute 
of Scotland, and the Health Visitors Asso
ciation. Membership at regional and local 
level has remained static, with just over 
600 trade union branches, regional com
mittees and trades councils in national 
membership (many more are affiliated at 
a local level). To promote new growth, a 
trade union recruitment leaflet has been 
produced, aimed at increasing affiliations, 
and this was widely circulated throughout 
the trade union movement in September.  

This work at trade union conferences 
has been complemented by extensive 
educational work, providing speakers at 
trade union meetings and schools, and 
producing material for trade union 
branches. Background papers on solidarity 
work within trade unions and the trade 
union movement in South Africa and 
Namibia have been produced.  

The AAM has maintained close liaison 
with many national trade union officers 
regarding the development and implemen
tation of anti-apartheid policy. The AAM 
has worked with the GMB and NALGO 
Insurance on the implementation of their 
disinvestment policies, the TGWU and 
MSF on the Shell boycott, the NUM on 
the campaign against South African coal, 
a number of unions that organise in the 
public sector on the Local Government 
Bill, and with numerous unions on repres
sion and boycott initiatives. The AAM 
also works closely with unions who have 
developed structures or committees to 
implement their anti-apartheid policies.  
This year BETA joined a number of 
unions who have already established anti
apartheid structures in their union.  

The AAM's national trade union affili
ates have also supported a number of 
other initiatives launched by the AAM.  
The FBU, NUM, TASS, BIFU, SCPS 
(now NUCPS) and IPCS all made substan
tial contributions to the office expansion 
appeal. The GMB, TGWU (2), STE, UCW, 
NCU, NALGO, NUCPS, USDAW and MSF 
all sponsored a marcher on the Nelson 
Mandela Freedom March. Three unions 
NUT, GMB and FTAT, awarded honorary 
membership of their unions to Nelson 
and Winnie Mandela. Special mobilisations 
of trade unionists in support of the

Sharpeville Six and against apartheid 
executions have been called. Both were 
supported by the TUC.  

The trade union committee cooperated 
in the production and promotion of a 
special trade union issue of Anti-Apartheid 
News, an extra 60,000 copies of which 
were circulated around trade union 
branches. In response to a demand for 
greater coverage of trade union issues in 
AA News, the editorial board has allocated 
one page specially to the trade union 
committee. The AAM has also obtained 
greater coverage in a number of trade 
union journals by tailoring articles for 
their use, with Red Tape (CPSA), The 
Miner (NUM), The Journal (NUCPS), 
Assessment (IRSF), Dawn (USDAW) and 
TASS (now MSF) journal being espeially 
supportive. A number of unions are con
tinuing to run sessions on apartheid at 
their education modules or activist events.  

The AAM attended a seminar organised 
by the Commonwealth TUC and the NUJ 
for trade union journalists on the media 
censorship in South Africa and Namibia, 
and discussed a number of ways in which 
coverage in trade union journals could be 
improved. AAM's cooperation with the 
NUJ's conference, 'White Lies', on South 
African censorship is reported elsewhere.  

A recent addition to the special cam
paign material produced by unions for 
their members was the production of the 
excellent brochure by NALGO entitled 
Namibia - the Forgotten Colony. The 
trade union committee has attempted to 
coordinatre work with the Namibia 
Support Committee in this area. However, 
much more remains to be done to carry 
awareness of the issue of Namibian 
independence to the wider trade union 
movement. The AAM also sponsored the 
NSC conference 'Namibian Workers in 
Struggle'. The GMB also issued a joint 
appeal with UNICEF for Mozambique.  
This is the first time a national union has 
taken up an initiative on the Front Line 
States.  

Of great concern to the trade union

committee is opinion poll evidence which 
points to a relatively weak level of support 
for sanctions amongst sections of the 
working class in this country. National 
affiliates need to communicate their 
policy more effectively to their members.  
The trade union committee intends to 
meet full-time officers, education staff 
and editors of union jourmals to help 
increase support for sanctions amongst 
this section of the population.  

The work of the trade union committee 
has been greatly enhanced by the role of 
the growing number of regional and local 
AA groups who have established trade 
union subcommittees or liaison officers.  
The trade union committee intends that 
this should be a major area of develop
ment for the AAM, particularly in view of 
the growth in support for the Movement 
after the Nelson Mandela: Freedom at 70 
Campaign. The AAM needs to service and 
coordinate the efforts of these committees 
in order to mobilise further support from 
the trade union movement. The trade 
union committee has supplied speakers 
and background papers for a number of 
AA conferences dealing with the Move
ment's trade union work.  

Many unions are continuing their 
efforts to give effect to People's Sanctions 
and particularly in support of consumer 
boycott activity. The TUC and a number 
of unions have now adopted policies in 
support of the Shell boycott. MSF, the 
major union with members in Shell, has 
issued a circular outlining the reasons for 
the boycott and calling for the company 
to withdraw from South Africa and 
Namibia.  

The AAM has continued to work with 
the NUM on the campaign to stop South 
African coal imports into this country 
(covered in detail elsewhere). A new 
leaflet has been produced detailing the 
role of Shell in exporting South African 
coal to the UK.  

Over 50 members of BETA have refused 
to work on a programme called 'London 
Letter', which is produced on BBC 
premises by a South African journalist for 
broadcast to South Africa.  

The STE has challenged British Tele
com's telex Gold Service to the so-called 
'homelands' of Bophuthatswana and 
Transkei, and the NGA has raised the 
question of the continued acceptance by 
British newspapers and journals of adver
tising from South African Airways in 
defiance of the British government's 
voluntary ban on the promotion of 
tourism to South Africa. Action against 
uranium imports is reported elsewhere.  

The NUCPS has organised meetings of 
its members in the Department of Trade 
and Industry with a view to taking action 
against the department's continued 
promotion of trade with South Africa.  
The Musicians' Union has continued to 
play an influential role in implementing 
the cultural boycott. Members of NALGO 
successfully campaigned for the with
drawal of invitations to golfers to play in 
a local authority-run competition, because 
they were on the UN register of sporting 
contacts with South Africa.
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Local AA groups
There now exists what amounts to a 
nationwide structure of local groups 
throughout Britain: 187 local groups cover 
most major towns and cities, and 18 are 
in the process of forming - a monthly list 
is published in Anti-Apartheid News.  
There are seven regional AA committees, 
six of which cover 68 of the 135 English 
local AA groups. Yorkshire & Humberside 
Regional AA Committee shares an office 
and a worker with Sheffield AA. Com
mittees in London and the South West 
Region are investigating similar proposals.  
The Scottish Committee has an office 
established in Glasgow - where the 
regional committee is based - and has a 
full-time worker. Wales AAM is considering 
a similar operation.  

To detail adequately the depth and 
range of all local AA group activity is 
beyond the scope of this section, but 
what follows is a snapshot of the many 
and varied tasks they undertake. It is a 
testimony to the energy and commitment 
of the AAM's activists and local groups.  

Communication 
Communication within the AAM has been 
identified as a crucial area for develop-.  
ment. With respect to local groups, it falls 
broadly into three categories, namely 
communication from the AAM HQ to 
local groups, vice versa, and between local 
groups.  

The production of a major new initia
tive in this area, the Campaign Bulletin, 
aims to rationalise and iniprove the 
transfer of information on campaigns.  
Designed to supplement, rather than 
replace, Anti-Apartheid News,4tems are 
brief and 'action'-orient d,ra-ther than 
political analysis. As well as providing a 
summary of the various action plans for 
campaigns and fundrasing, two further 
functions were envisaged. First, to 
promote the Movement's campaigning 
and research resources; second, to provide 
a forum for local groups to exchange 
ideas and information. Practical problems 
of production and distribution have 
resulted In four issues rather than six as 
planned. What little feedback there has 
been on the value of the Bulletin is 
generally positive.  
. Anti-Apartheid News has been exten
sively redesigned and remains the major 
campaigning tool of the Movement. How
ever, it Is still under-used as a source of 
information about local group activities.  

Augmenting AA Ner* (which is accom
panied by the Members' Newsletter) and 
the Campaign Bulletin are Irregular but 
frequent local group mailings and reports 
and documentation for the national com
mittee. Local groups need to be briefed 
on all aspects of the Movement's work 
and on developments in Southern Africa.  
Presenting and disseminating this infor
mation so that political campaign priorities 
are clear and that local groups, all of

whom have finite resources, are not over
whelmed by the sheer weight of material 
continues to be the subject of much 
debate. Proposals for the future include a 
numbered system of circulars/newsletters 
and colour coding of mailings.  

Increasing numbers of local groups are 
now producing their own newsletters, etc, 
and many are extremely professional in 
design and content.  

Two meetings for local groups took 
place during the past year, on both 
occasions on the day following a national 
committee meeting to facilitate out-of
London participation. Although small, 
they served a useful purpose, and a 
number of the suggestions arising from 
them are being implemented.  

Development 

Challenging Apartheid, the 1987 report 
on the future development of the Move
ment, focused in particular on the role of 
local AA groups. The past year has seen 
the consolidation of our local group struc
ture. This is a noteworthy achievement 
for a number of reasons. A high propor
tion of our local groups are newly formed 
(ie within the last one to two years) during 
the period of high media reporting of 
events in South Africa. The vast majority 
of these groups met the challenge to 
maintain interest and build their groups 
throughout this period.  

A field officer has been appointed to 
complement the role of the local groups 
organiser, with the priority task of aiding 
the development of local groups in organi
sational and political terms;the promotion 
of campaigns as such will be serviced, as 
in the past, by the relevant existing staff 
members. New regional AA committees 
have been established, but at a slower rate 
than last year. Much thought needs to be 
given to the future evolution of such 
structures and it will provide a profitable 
starting point for the field officer. Stronger 
regional AA committees and the resultant 
improved coordination of local group 
activity strengthen the ability of the AAM 
to, amongst other things, promote cam
paigns and distribute material.  

Promotion of membership, both local 
and national, is self-evidently of continu
ing importance. Whilst national individual, 
membership, as reported elsewhere, has 
more than doubled, we have yet to ascer
tain whether there was a corresponding 
increase in local individual membership.  
Provisions within the constitution exist so 
that a central file may be compiled of all 
our local members, forwarded to the 
AAM HQ by local groups.  

Promotion of local membership has 
included the production and circulation 
of standard local individual membership 
cards and stickers, blank spaces for local 
details on leaflets and posters (the latter 
is being introduced at the time of writing), 
circulation of artwork, model press 
releases and letters. Adaptation of various

AAM publications or use of graphics and/ 
or logos is increasingly done by local 
groups, but the trend appears to be for 
the circulation of higher-quality artwork 
suitable for printing from.  

Campaigning 

It would be fair to deem the Nelson 
Mandela: Freedom at 70 Campaign the 
highlight of local groups' campaigning 
activity in the past year.  

Invidious as it is to highlight groups, 
special mention must be made of all the 
local AA groups involved in the organisa
tion and moblisation around the Mandela 
Freedom March and the Mandela Cycle 
ride. As with so much of our work, 
planning would have remained just that 
without the hard work of local group 
activists.  

Amongst the many notable achieve
ments of local groups around the Mandela 
March were the following: Edinburgh 
AA's welcome rally for the marchers; 
Northumberland AA's warm hospitality 
over three days in Wooler, AInwick and 
Ashington; Tyneside AA's Long Benton 
welcome rally and march into the city, 
and their giant banner on the Tyne bridge; 
Durham AA's turnout of over 1,000 to 
greet the marchers, and their highly 
successful Mandela Birthday Benefit at 
the Students Union; York AA's festival; 
Leeds AA's 3,000-strong march and rally 
in Roundhay Park - the biggest turnout 
between Glasgow's send-off and Finsbury 
Park's finale; Bradford AA's public meet
ing on the theme of political prisoners, 
and the student group's friendly hospita.  
lity over two days; Rochdale AA's large 
reception crowd and public meeting; 
Oldham AA's banner and Manchester's 
superb civic reception, with school choir 
and giant birthday card; Stafford AA's 
success in securing radio coverage; Lich
field AA's Guildhall meeting; Walsall AA's 
welcome crowd; Birningham's hospitality 
at the Star Club (two nights) and Accafess 
Centre; Coventry's civic reception and 
cathedral service, rounded off by a foot
washing ceremony; Leamington Spa AA's 
entertaining cabaret; the hospitality of 
the Matta Fan Canta Movement's Club in 
Northampton; Luton AA's 200-strong 
rally and the well-attended send-off 
organised by St Albans AA; Barnet AA's 
lunch and finally Haringey AA's march 
and rally in Alexandra Park.  

Activities around the March laid the 
basis for theestablishmentor consolidation 
of new AA groups in Galashiels, Hebden 
Bridge, Congleton and Wolverhampton.  

Those groups not directly concerned 
with the March or Cycle ride did not let 
that deter them. Giant birthday cakesand 
birthday cards, which also acted as peti
tions, were a popular theme.  

Oxford AA collected 1,800 signatures 
on a card which they sent to Mandela 
together with a book from a local school 
containing self portraits by the children.
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'Passers-by were invited to place a candle 
on a giant cardboard cake in the city 
centre, and by the end of the day it was 
covered. Inverness AA sent their decorated 
card to Winnie Mandela and were pleased 
to see pictures of her holding it in the 
national - - - press. - - Blackburn -- and Darwen AA 
worked with their lo&hdes council to. 
organise a whole day of events, including 
a march involving 300 people, a rally, 
children's activities and a pop concert. A 
birthday party for Mandela in Shropshire 
included a play by Bread and Circuses 
theatre company and music from Maria 
Tolly. Wrekin AA described the event as 
'the most enthusiastic and successful 
gathering of progressive people seen in 
this out-of-the-way locality for many 
years'. Such views were a common feature 
of the reports received about the activities 
of other groups. 

Teams from all over the city took part 
in Sheffield AA's innovative five-a-side 
football tournament for the Mandela 
trophy. They and a number of groups 
took the opportunity to capitalise on the 
mass popular appeal of the Mandela Birth- 
day Tribute by having a public screening, 
together with exhibitions, raffle, bar and 
buffet. Bamet and Brent AA, borrowing 
an idea first used by Sheffield, organised 
a motorcade as part of the build-up to the 
arrival of the Mandela Freedom March. 
Merseyside AA organised their own 
freedom march and rally the day after 
Liverpool 8 Against Apartheid's Freedom 
Festival with the Bhundu Boys headlining. 
All groups reported a marked increase in 
sympathy and support for their work. 

On a smaller scale but nonetheless 
significant was the mobilisation around 
the showings of the film 'Cry Freedom' 
which netted a large number of both local 
and individual members. Leicester AA 
raised Â£86 outside local cinemas and 
recruited 12 members. Richmond AA 
doubled their membership, and Haringey 
AA collected over Â£1,00 during the 
three-week showing at the Muswell Hill 
Odeon. Kingston AA held successful leaf- 
leting sessions and persuaded Donald 
Woods, now resident in Surbiton, to 
become honorary president of Kingston 
AA. The recently released film, 'A World 
Apart', presents a further prospect for 
fruitful local group campaigning. As in 
the case of 'Cry Freedom', a specially- 
produced leaflet is available. 

Local groups maintain their support 
for national campaigns and initiatives. An 
outstanding example of comparatively 
small groups having a large impact locally 
and regionally was provided by South 
Devon AA and Totnes AA. Publicity for 
their activity timed to coincide with a 
Shell shareholders' meeting in Torbay was 
extensive. Speakers at a well-attended 
meeting included Dave Craine from 
Embargo and Phil Gregory from the South 
West TUC Anti-Apartheid Committee. A 
large picket was formed outside the centre 
handing out leaflets to shareholders and 
anti-apartheid activists inside questioned 
Shell representatives about their com- 
pany's support for the apartheid regime. 
The Shell campaign was further supported 

by local groups on the Day of Action on 
14 May. Ealing AA convinced Ealing 
Community Transport to withdraw its 
charge account from the local Shell garage. 
Wessex Regional AA Committee ran a 
campaign to persuade a local radio station 
to stop running a competition in conjunc- 
tion with Shell. Hammersmith & Fulham 
AA completed a year of its regular weekly 
pickets of a Shell petrol station in 
Hammersmith, during which hundreds of 
motorists had been persuaded to boycott 
Shell and much publicity generated for 
the campaign. 

Work on political prisoners and in con- 
junction with SATIS continued to be an 
important part of local groups' campaign- 
ing calendar, with torchlight vigils (eg 
Sheffield and Birmingham), petitions 
(groups too numerous to mention), and 
interventions with MPS and councillors. 

Local groups were among those who 
paid tribute t o  President Samora Machel 
of Mozambique on the first anniversary 
of his death in a plane crash. Commemo- 
rative demonstrations and meetings took 
place in London, Leicester, Manchester, 
Sheffield, Bristol and elsewhere. 

Liaison and cooperation between local 
groups and other organisations were used 
to build the broad basis of support for 
the Movement's policies. Hackney AA 
developed positive links with the local 
Turkish community via the Halkevi 
Association. Doncaster AA, like many 
other groups, maintained close links with 
NUM branches, particularly over the coal 
campaign. Sheffield AA continues to  
enjoy an effective and productive liaison 
with the local authority. The London 
Borough of Baling and Baling AA jointly 
produced a Southall Festival Against 
Apartheid and Racism. Festivals with a 
strong cultural element were popular 
ways of reaching the community. Music, 
theatre, exhibitions and pickets all played 
a part in Bristol AA's Festival Against 
Apartheid. Featured were 'The Long 
March' by BTR strikers, Shikiiha and 
Lovemore Majaivana. 

On a sour note, vandals sabotaged a 
benefit organised by Hemel Hempstead 
AA by glueing up the venue's door locks. 
Slogans sprayed on the wall read 'ANC- 
IRA - terrorist scum'. It  is believed that 
the National Front may have been respon- 
sible for this and another previous incident 
when a teargas canister was thrown 
through a window where a benefit was 
being held. The AAM needs to be informed 
of any incidents similar to this. 

Attention needs to be given to activities 
designed to promote the development of 
local groups, eg a summer school, regular 
training workshops, production of 
speakers' notes, educational and training 
materials, development of the regions, 
and the AAM HQ as a resource centre for 
local groups. 

Fundraising 
Raising funds for AAM HQ, the local 
group and the liberation movements 
continues to be a key element in local 
group activity. Whilst in general the 

political argument for the constituent 
parts of the Movement substantially 
funding the national work of the AAM 
has not been won, it remains the case that 
there are a number of local groups which 
consistently raise notable amounts for the 
AAM HQ. The ANC and SWAPO are 
major beneficiaries of local fundraising 
efforts. Local group finances vary from 
those which maintain minimal funds and- 
donate all their money, to those which 
maintain a larger and growing financial 
base. 

Aberdeen AA recouped Â£35 in aid of 
the ANC's Charlotte Maxeke Child Care 
Centre in Tanzania from the sale of their 
Recipes of Internationalism cookbook. 
Camden AA members produce and donate 
tea and cakes for their own activities 
which raises substantial sums. 

Discos and musical benefits are very 
much a staple part of generating income. 
Earls Court AA sold tickets for a local 
disco. The club benefited by having extra 
people buying drinks and the group raised 
about Â£100 Islington AA held regular 
dub  nights at a disco with hip hop, house 
and African music. Cheltenham AA conti- 
nued their tradition of potent sounds and 
presented Jali Musa Jawara and musicians 
from Mali. Months of planning and 
preparation culminated in a large and 
successful benefit hosted by Lambeth AA 
at the Fridge in Brixton. Music came 
from Kaap Finale, Orchestre Jazira and 
the Real Sounds of Africa. The event was 
made possible by Lambeth Amenity 
Services who gave financial assistance and 
backing. It raised over Â£1,50 for the 
ANC and SWAPO and exemplified the 
constructive liaison between local groups 
and local authorities. 

Another example of positive and 
mutual cooperation was an 'African 
Evening for Mozambique', held by 
Cheltenham AA, which raised over Â£400 
Fifty-two blankets and a large quantity of 
toiletries were also donated The event, 
organised jointly with sixth formers from 
Bournside school, included speakers from 
Cheltenham AA, War on Want and 
Mozambique. 

Goods and gifts, either purchased from 
the AAM HQ and resold or locally 
produced items, provide a steady form of 
income. Hemel Hempstead AA design, 
distribute and sell their own Christmas 
cards. 

Sponsored events are comparatively 
low risk and involve low capital expendi- 
ture. Tameside AA and Stockport AA 
held a 20-mile sponsored cycle ride which 
raised around Â£60 for the ANC and 
SWAPO's medical supplies appeal. The 
decline of Soweto Walks as a fundraising 
venture was more marked this year. Where 
they still occur, generally among older 
groups, they are very successful. For 
example, Camden AA raised Â£3,00 and 
Bristol raised Â£7,00 (with the help of 27 
children from a local junior school). 

Material aid collections are a favourite 
form of street activity. The London Com- 
mittee collected sports and recreational 
equipment for the ANC's Solomon 
Mahlangu Freedom College (Somafco) in 
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end conference, postponed from 1987, 
was the major focus for building the 
Movement's youth work during the year. 
Held in Birmingham in February 1988, 
the weekend attracted over 200 young 
people from local anti-apartheid groups, 
student groups, youth clubs, young trade 
unionists, church youth organisations and 
others. The conference was addressed by 
representatives of the SWAPO Youth 
League/NANSO national speaking tour, 
which was in Britain at the time, and by 
Lawson Naidoo of the ANC Youth 
League. 

The weekend's discussion involved 
workshops and plenaries on all major 
aspects of the Movement's work, with a 
particular focus on practical campaigning 
work and the development of anti- 
apartheid work amongst young people, 
hence workshops focused on the boycott 
campaigns, running youth anti-apartheid 
groups, developing practical skills, trade 
union work, etc. 

In addition to the formal conference 
sessions, there were a wide range of videos 
showing throughout, bookstalls and a 
special gig on the Saturday night organised 
by the student union. The organisational 
support of Birmingham AA was vital to 
the smooth running of the event. The 
development of youth activity in the 
AAM locally and the increased involve- 
ment of youth groups following the 
conference was an indication of its 
success. 

The Movement also continues to liaise 
with a wide range of youth organisations 
such as the British Youth Council, UNA 
Youth and the Woodcraft Folk, who had 
a representative on the Mandela Freedom 
March and whose members gave notable 
support to the Mandela Campaign in 
many areas. In addition, the Movement 
continues to provide speakers, stalls and 
information to youth organisations for 
local meetings, events and campaigns. 

Education 
Education continues to be a growing area 
of importance, with a need to ensure that 
both activists and the wider public are 
better informed about apartheid and the 
situation in Southern Africa. The Move- 
ment now deals with an immense number 
of requests for information and materials 
from school students and teachers, 
regularly sending packs of materials and 
resource information to schools. In addi- 
tion, schools and colleges continue to 
request speakers from the Movement to 
lead school assemblies, sixth form study 
groups and other classes. This service, 
increasingly supplied by local group 
representatives, is ensuring that the profile 
of the Movement in schools and colleges 
has been raised rapidly in the past year. 

The role of local authorities and LEAs 
was stressed at an important conference 
organised by Local Authorities Against 
Apartheid in Rotherham in November. 
The Movement participated in the 

planning group for the conference, and 
Joan Lestor MP delivered one of the 
keynote speeches on behalf of the Move- 
ment. The conference was attended by 
over 120 representatives of LEAs, includ- 
ing teachers, councillors and officers. 
Workshops were held on the 1986 Educa- 
tion Act, educational policy, and educa- 
tional practice in primary, secondary and 
GCSE teaching. The conference was an 
important contribution to drawing toge- 
ther those in education working on the 
issue of Southern Africa. Also in this 
respect, more schools, sixth form centres, 
etc, are participating in the local authority 
ten days of action through having exhibi- 
tions, videos, speakers, etc, during the 
period. 

The Movement also promotes the 
educational work of the British Defence 
and Aid Fund for Southern Africa. BDAF 
continues to  produce important educa- 
tional resources for teachers. This year, 
BDAF and ILEA produced a guide to 
resources on South Africa and Namibia 
suitable for young people, Learning 
About Apartheid, which has been adver- 
tised in Anti-Apartheid News and is a 
useful tool for teachers seeking to do 
work on Southern Africain the classroom. 

Campaigning by British health workers 
for the isolation of apartheid South Africa 
in the health field has rapidly expanded 
over the past year. This has been coordi- 
nated in part by the AAM health commit- 
tee, but the development of many new 
groups working within the sub-specialities 
of health, such as Therapists Against 
Apartheid, Speech Therapists Against 
Racism, Psychiatrists Against Apartheid 
and Psychologists Against Apartheid, has 
shown the need for a larger forum to  co- 
ordinate these activities, and so in the 
latter part of the year Health Workers 
Against Apartheid was formed. 

In part the impetus for renewed activi- 
ties in the health field came from the 
conference on Children, Apartheid and 
Repression in Southern Africa, which was 
held in April. Great concern has been 
generated throughout the health field 
over the detention and torture of children 
in South Africa and the medical treatment 
of political prisoners and detainees. Cam- 
paigning in this area has included work 
for the release of Harry Gwala, who is 
suffering from motor neurone disease. 

At the College of Speech Therapy 
pressure has been mounted for an end to 
its close links with its South African 
counterpart. In April, the College was 
forced to hold a referendum on this ques- 
tion and the result was a three to  one 
majority in favour of isolation. Unfortu- 
nately, the strength of the opponents of 
isolation within the college was such that 
the council declared the result null and 
void on the grounds that there was not a 
60% return on the voting forms, despite 
the fact that the average turnout in elec- 

tions to  the council itself is only 10%. 
Progress has been made in the campaign 

for the expulsion of the South African 
Society of Physiotherapists (SASP) from 
the World Congress of Physical Therapists 
(WCFT). The briefing document for the 
campaign was updated and recirculated in 
the build-up to a meeting in London in 
June t o  discuss the position of the SASP. 
The meeting was successfully picketed 
and delegates leafleted by members of 
Therapists Against Apartheid. It adopted 
a resolution calling on members to cease 
activities which would support the apart- 
heid regime and break relations with 
bodies endorsing or based on apartheid. 
This, however, has not meant the end of 
the campaign and the fight will go on 
until the SASP is finally expelled. 

In June this year, the chief nutritionist 
of South Africa planned a visit to London 
t o  look at nutrition of the elderly and 
children in Britain. A campaign was 
launched around this visit, with the 
successful leafleting of the AGM of the 
British Dietetic Association urging 
delegates not to  meet this person. The 
continued representation of apartheid 
South Africa in international nutritional 
and dietetic circles poses a challenge for 
activities over the coming year. 

The AAM health committee has conti- 
nued its efforts to publicise the effects of 
apartheid on the health of the peoples of 
Southern Africa. Its bulletin, Health and 
Liberation, has continued to  cover the 
latest developments in health in South 
Africa and Namibia, such as the launch of 
the National Education, Health and Allied 
Workers Union (NEHAWU) and the 
sacking of doctors at Baragwanath after 
writing a letter complaining about condi- 
tions in the hospital. It has also carried 
news of campaigning in Britain. 

The Medical Aid Campaign for South- 
em Africa (MACSA) has .continued to 
have broad support over .the past year 
with donations from throughout Britain. 
This has enabled the purchase of H I '  
testing kits, items for a psychiatric clinic 
and 20 medical kits for the ANC. It is 
hoped to expand the campaign for 
medical kits over the forthcoming year. 

Women 
Solidarity work for women under apart- 
heid and women in Namibia and the Front 
Line States has continued apace this year. 
The women's committee has been busy in 
all sectors of its work: campaigning, 
information dissemination and highlight- 
ing the role of women in the Movement. 
As one of the priorities of the year, and 
to seize on and improve on the vast growth 
of the Movement recently, the women's 
committee has begun the work of consi- 
dering the profile of women activists 
within the structures of the AAM. It has 
recognised that women have a relatively 
low public and leadership profile within 
the AAM, although many local groups 
and community organisations affiliated to 
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which the committee has been involved.  

The committee itself has met fairly 
regularly throughout the year and built a 
large mailing list several thousand strong.  
It had a key role in organising the Service 
of Tribute to Nelson Mandela on 18 July, 
when over 500 people met in St James's 
Church Piccadilly . ..  

On 18 September, the multi-faith com
mittee held a novel and successful consul
tation on the 'Religious Struggle against 
Apartheid', where detailed discussions on 
the issues of violence and sanctions 
involved over 60 people, including Jews, 
Muslims and Christians.  

More than 1,200 people attended the 
first Bishop Ambrose Reeves Lecture on 
22 April 1988 delivered by the South 
African Council of Churches general 
secretary, Frank Chikane, at the West
minster Central Hall. - a memorable 
occasion which was also attended by the 
Revd Beyers Naude and Maulana Faried 
Essack from South Africa. They made 
respectively the key opening and closing 
speeches at the huge 'Children, Repression 
and Apartheid' conference held the next 
day.  

The network established by the multi
faith committee is also being reflected in 
some regions with the formation of several 
religious groups linked to local groups. A 
range of publications is being produced 
by the multi-faith committee for use by 
all faiths, and an increasing number of 
organisations have arranged local meetings 
focusirig~aeligious struggle.  

Parliament 
and 
political 
parties 
The significance of the AAMs work at a 
parliamentary level and among political 
parties was underlined during the period 
of this report. Parliament provides a 
framework in which the policies of the 
government can be challenged, legislation 
can be resisted, and information secured 
by supporters of the Movement in both 
the House of Commons and the Lords.  
At the same time, it is an arena in which 
the Movement can work to win support 
for its policies from individual MPs which 
in turn can help change the climate of 
opinion. During the period of this report, 
the Movement has been operating on all 
these fronts.  

The prime minister and Foreign Office 
ministers were repeatedly questioned, 
criticised and attacked during question

time over the government's policies 
towards Southern Africa by opposition 
MPs. A significant development in this area 
was the debate initiated by the Conserva
tive MP, Ivor Stanbrook, following the 
Vancouver Commonwealth conference 
during which a number of Conservative 
MPs defiantly criticised the prime minis
ter's position. This and subsequent inter
ventions by Conservative MPs over the 
year have helped effectively to "isolate the 
small group of fanatically pro-apartheid 
MPs in the House of Commons.  

Among the most important work done 
in Parliament was the effort to resist the 
local government legislation under which 
local authorities were prohibited from 
boycotting South African products.  
Despite intensive work and the full 
support of the opposition parties in both 
the Commons and the Lords, the Bill 
went through effectively unamended in 
this crucial aspect. The Movement worked 
closely with the LAAA and was particu
larly appreciative of the efforts of the 
Bishop of Sheffield, who sought to amend 
the Bill in the House of Lords.  

Labour MPs, mainly those sponsored 
by the NUM, did succeed in repeatedly 
delaying another piece of legislation 
opposed by the Movement, namely a Bill 
which authorises new port facilities for 
the importing of coal and which was 
widely seen as a means by which South 
African coal could enter the UK.  

Much valuable information about 
British policy towards Southern Africa 
has been extracted as a result of parlia
mentary questions. Perhaps the most 
significant was in the House of Lords 
where Labour peer Lord Hatch secured 
an admission by the government that 
1,100 tonnes of uranium had been 
imported from Namibia in addition to the 
original contract, a fact which had been 
previously repeatedly denied.  

A welcome development was an 
increasing measure of cross-party agree
ment, for example on the Early Day 
Motions (EDMs) on Nelson Mandela's 
70th birthday and the Sharpeville Six.  
This was largely the result of the forma
tion during the last parliamet of an All
Party Group on Southern Africa, with a 
view to promoting 'friendly relations and 
mutual understanding between the UK 
and the countries of Southern Africa'. Its 
officers were the following MPS: chair 
Ivor Stanbrook (Con); secretary- Richard 
Caborn (Lab); vice-chairs -Peter Temple
Morris (Con); Bob Hughes (Lab); and 
treasurer - Simon Hughes (Lib). This 
group held a number of meetings with 
visitors from the Front Line States, 
Commonwealth countries, liberation 
movement leaders and delegates to the 
Lambeth conference. It played an impor
tant role in raising the profile of the 
Sharpeville Six campaign and securing the 
support of over 200 MPs for the EDM 
calling for Mandela's release. It has also 
provided an antidote to the pro-apartheid 
activities of the so-called 'All Party South 
Africa Group' - which only qualifies for 
the all-party title because of the partici
pation of a single Labour peer.

The Parliamentary Labour Party's Anti.  
Apartheid Group, now in its fourth year, 
meets regularly and has over 70 member 
MPs. Its members play an active role at 
Foreign Office question time and in 
foreign affairs debates, and supported 
pickets on the Sharpeville Six, at theShell 
AGM and on other issues. Among the 
guests at its meetings was the SWAPO 
secretary general, Andlmba Toivo ja 
Toivo. Some 13 members of the group 
met the Mandela Marchers north of 
Luton, and poured into the gutter South 
African wine given to them by the pro
apartheid MP for the area, John Carlisle.  

Much of the success of this work in 
Parliament is the result of persistent 
efforts at local and national level by the 
AAM to win support from political parties.  
A firm base of support within a political 
party throughout the country helps to 
ensure the projection of AAM policies in 
Parliament itself. In this context there 
have been a number of important develop
ments this year.  

The newly-formed Social and Liberal 
Democrats at their first party conference 
adopted overwhelmingly a broad policy 
on Southern Africa which pledged the 
party's support for the liberation move
ments and comprehensive sanctions. At a 
well-attended fringe meeting addressed by 
the ANC, AAM and Simon Hughes MP, it 
was proposed to establish a SLD anti
apartheid group which will have the 
effect of greatly strengthening the Move
ment's work in this area. The first leader 
of the SLD, Paddy Ashdown MP, has 
pledged his support for the AAM - he is 
president of the Somerset and West Dorset 
AA Group, which includes his Yeovil 
constituency.  

The Movement was also represented at 
the SD? conference, where a successful 
fringe meeting was held. The conference 
debated Southern Africa and approved an 
SDP report entitled The Abyss of Apart
heid, which recommended a series of 
measures including a comprehensive trade 
embargo against South Africa. This repre
sents a significant development of policy 
within the SDP.  

The Labour Party has continued to 
support the Movement at many levels.  
The composite motion adopted at the 
1988 conference resolved 'to support the 
activities of the AAM' and to encourage 
CLPs to affiliate to the AAM. The Move 
ment used the opportunity of its fringe 
meeting to focus this year in particular on 
Namibia. Labour leader Neil Kinnock 
visited Southern Africa during July, and 
the shadow foreign secretary attended the 
ANC conference in Arusha. At a local 
level, both CLPs and Labour groups on 
local councils have supported many of 
the initiatives of the Movement.  

Both nationalist parties, Plaid: Cymru 
and the SNP, have continued to work 
closely with WAAM and the Scottish 
Committee respectively, as well as 
supporting the Movement as a whole.  
Firm support has also been forthcoming 
from the Green Party, the Communist 
Party of Great Britain, and the newly
formed Communist Party of Britain.
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ORGANISATION 
There can be little doubt that the strengthening of the various elements of the organisational work of the Move- 
m e t  at o h  national and local level, is now amongst the most critical tasks for the AAM if it ia Ui expand further 
its strength and influence. The very s u c d ~  of the recent campaigns of the Movement has highlighted many of its 
organisational weaknesses, and these have to be tackled urgently if the Movement is to develop its campaigning 
work to meet the expectations of the peoples of Southern Africa. 

The- Movement is beginning to benefit from the implementation of the proposals set out in the report, 
Challenging Apartheid, which was adopted at the AGM in January 1987. The national comqittee at its meeting in 
September 1988 received a report from the executive committee outlining the extent to which the proposals 
contained in that report had been put into operation. It was agreed at that meeting that a further report should be 
prepared outlining the additional steps which now had to be taken to ensure the effective development of the 
Movement. 

As the Movement expands, this generates administrative and organisational work at national, regional and' 
local levels. It is vital that much more attention is paid to the efficient and effective carrying out of such tasks. 
This is especially the case in relation to the AAM headquarters in Mandela Street, and considerable thought and 
effort have been put into ensuring its smoother functioning. 

MEMBERSHIP 
A report on 'Building a Bigger Base: AAM membership drive 
1988' was presented to the 1987 AGM and approved. It argued 
that a big increase in membership was essential, both to increase 
the Movement's influence and to  overcome its chronic financial 
weaknesses. It proposed (a) a 39% increase in the number of 
national individual members from 7.200 to  10.000: (b) a 25% 
increase in local affiliated organisations to  1 ,000;kd  (c) an 
increase to 100 in the number of national affiliated oraaniaations. 
Thanks in large measure to the huge impact of the Mandela 
campaign, both targets (a) and (b) were handsomely exceeded. 
Little progress was made towards achieving target (c), which 
suggests it may have been unrealistic. 

For the Mandela campaign, a special membership recruitment 
leaflet was produced and distributed, largely through local AA 
groups. In addition, 1,200,000 copies of our campaign card 
were distributed via inserts in The Observer colour supplement, 
Marxism Today, Sanity, The Cut and Labour Party News, 
totalling 870,000, and through trade unions, local groups and 
other organisations (330,000). With a high return rate of some 
2.33% or 30,000 cards, this must be accounted a major success, 
especially since the operation more than paid for itself and 
brought in over 8,000 new members. 

A third and crucial element in tbe effort to channel inter& 
generated by the campaign into recruitment of members was an 
extensive advertising campaign in national and regional news- 
papers. All these initiatives, complemented by the systematic 
recruitment effort conducted by the Mandela Marchers, yielded 
a rich harvest. Between 1 June and 30 September, some 10,500 
new national individual members were recruited, bringing the 
total t o  approximately 18,000. 

Whilst these results give cause for satisfaction, they s h k d  
not give rise to complacency. It  is still the case that too little 
systematic attention is paid to recruitment, and reliance cannot 
be placed on hiih pmfde nation@ campaigns to ensure continu- 
ing growth. Now that a dual membership structure exists, with 
most local groups comprising both national and local members, 
it is important to present both options to the public so as to 
maximise recruitment opportunities. However, so long as local 
rates vary, and some local groups have no local individual 
membership, it remains impossible t o  promote both options in 
all campaign materials, and measures to resolve this problem will 
need to  be considered. 

As well as the Mandela campaign membership leaflet, a 
number of other specialised recruitment leaflets were produced 
during the year as part of the membership drive. Especially 
welcome was a leaflet aimed at the black and ethnic minority 
communities and it is hoped that this will encourage more 
people from these communities to join the AAM and become 
more involved in its work. A special leaflet produced to distri- 
bute outside cinemas showing Cry Freedom' resulted in several 
hundred individuals joining the Movement A leaflet to distribute 
outside screening3 of the film 'A World Apart' has also been 
produced and it is hoped that this, too, Will lead to an increase 
in membership. There is also a new leaflet aimed specifically at 
trade union branches. 

One of the major problems has always been the number of 
members who join for one year only and do not renew their 
membership. In an attempt to alter this trend' last summer a 
new renewal system was introduced. lndividud members now 
receive a special renewal card the month before (heir member- 
ship is due to expire, instead of receiving a series of reminders 
with Anti-Apartheid News. There has been an encouraging 
response to  these cards. In the past, the rate of renewal was 
usually 33% or less. Since the new renewal system ww intro- 
duced, the renewal rate has increased toan average of 40% during 
the period September 1987 to February 1988, and there was a 
further increase to an average of 53% from March to July 19$8. 

There are approximately 1 , l  00 organisations affiliated to the 
AAM, of which 530 are trade union branches, 331 CLPs, 148 
student unions/groups, 45 trades councils, 16 women's ozganisa- 
tions and 13  national organisations other than trade unions. 
Thirty-eight national trade unions were affiliated a t  the time of 
the last annual report. Since that time, the Movement W W& 
corned the affiliation of NAS/UWT and HVA Nonetheleu, the 
figure remains at 38 due to the mergers of ASTMS and TASS 
@to MSF, arid SCPS and CSU into NUCPS. 

At local trade union branch level, the Movement's success in 
recruiting affiliates has so far been very uneven. Most national 
trade unions have only between one and 1 0  local branches 
affiliated to  AAM. COHSE, the FBU, TGWU, NUP& WJB& 
NCU have between 11 and 20 branches in affiliation, and six 
others have between 20 and 40. Only MSF and NALGO each 
has more than 40 branches affiliated t o  AAM. It is hoped that 
the new trade union recruitment leaflet will provide the means 
to  increase substantially the AAM's membership in this area 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The annual general meeting, which took place in Sheffield on 
28-29 November 1987, was historic. It was the f i i  AGM held 
at a venue outside London, and it Â¥wa the first held under the 
new constitution and therefore on a delegate basis. Both piece- 
dents contributed t o  its success. The facilities in Sheffield were 
outstanding and contributed to the smooth running of the 
meeting. The delegate character of the AGM meant that it was 
much more representative of the Movement M a whole than 
previous meetings, and this resulted in a considerable improve- 
ment in the style and character of debate. 

The number of delegates was 412 (representing a total of 239 
organisations), of whom the great majority were from local 
groups (183 representing 90 local groups). Of the 412 delegates, 
163 were women. 

The AGM adooted 34 resolutions dealing with the full ranee 
of anti-apartheid work, and a further seven Were remitted to the 
national committee for further consideration. The meetim was 
addressed by representatives of SWAPO and the ANC, and the 
executive secretary of SADCC, Dr S i b a  Makoni, delivered a 
keynote address. 

The AGM also considered reports from the working parties 
which had been set up to consider work among black and ethnic 
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minorities and on the Front Line States. Major reports were also 
presented on the AAM's finances and its work in the trade union 
movement. The AGM elected a new national committee, as well 
as adopting plans for campaigning in 1988.  

NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

The national committee of the Movement is comprised of the 
president, vice-presidents and sponsors; 30 individual members 
elected at the AGM; one representative of each recognised local 
group (except when its membership is over 250, in which case it 
is entitled to two representatives); two representatives of the 
Scottish Committee and the national committee of the WAAM; 
and representatives of 25 national or regional organisations 
elected annually from among such organisations. The Southern 
African liberation movements attend the national committee in 
a special category with observer status, and observers are invited 
from organisations and groups supporting the aims of the AAM.  

The national committee met five times during the period 
covered by this report. One of these meetings was in Leicester, 
the remainder in London.  

The first meeting took place immediately after the AGM and 
was primarily concerned with the election of officers and the 
executive. The first full meeting in January considered detailed 
proposals from the executive committee on campaigning plans 
for 1988 and for action to implement the resolutions adopted 
by the AGM. It also discussed the motions and amendments 
remitted to the NC by vote of the AGM, as well as those which 
were remitted because of lack of time for debate.  

Agreement was reached on three specific phases of campaign
ing during 1988: a month of solidarity with the Front Line 
States in March; the 'Nelson Mandela: Freedom at 70' campaign 
in June and July; and an autumn of campaigning on Namibia.  

This meeting also resolved to ask the executive to bring 
forward proposals concerning the amending of the constitution 
to enable constitutional changes to be debated at the AGM in 
addition to the existing procedure whereby the national com
mittee amends the constitution but any change does not come 
into effect until ratified by the AGM. Such a constitutional 
amendment was agreed at the May meeting of the national 
committee.  

A report was also given on the activities of the Economic 
. League, one of whose employees had been representing a divi

sion of his union on the trade union -committee. Much of the 
information contained in this report was included in a 'World in 
Action' programme on the Economic League. The individual 
concerned was invited to resign from the AAM, which he subse
quently did. Following these revelations, the AAM wrote to the 
home secretary demanding an inquiry into the Economic 
League's activities, and also -wrote to a number of companies 
subscribing to the League thit also have significant interests in 
South Africa. The outcry led to several companies, among them 
NatWest and the Royal Bank of Scotland, withdrawing their 
support from the League. It has also been reported that the 
Midland and Barclays banks have stopped subscribing to it, 
leading to financial difficulties for the organisation.  

The meetings in May and July largely reviewed the progress 
being made on the Movement's major campaigns, together with 
reports on membership and finance. The May meeting also 
considered an updated report on the AAM's work within the 
trade union movement based on that presented to the AGM.  

The September meeting considered the preparations-for the 
1988 AGM and adopted the Political Report which forms the 
Introduction to this annual report. It also discussed a special 
report prepared by the AAM's women's committee on the need 
to develop its work among women, and approved plans for 
declaring 1989 'Boycott Apartheid '89'.  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The executive committee, which is elected by and from the 
national committee, advises the national committee and sees to 
the execution of policies and campaigns decided on. It meets at 
least monthly and more. frequently when required.  

The executive committee can coopt up to six individuals and 
five such cooptions were made for this year. It can also establish 
sub-committees and those currently functioning are the trade 
union, health, women's, multi-faith and finance committees, 
together with the newly-formed black and ethnic minorities 
committee and the consumer boycott unit. A fundraising 
projects sub-committee functions as a sub-committee of the 
finance committee. In addition, there is the editorial board of

Anti-Apartheid News, which s also a sub-committee of the 
executive committee. I 

The period covered by this report has been one of immense 
significance for the AAM. It, has required the EC to hold a 
number of special meetings so that it could both review develop
ments in Southern Africa and take stock of the political situation 
existing in Britain in respect of Southern Africa. Additional 
meetings have been necessary to plan the Movement's campaign
ing work, especially the 'Nelson Mandela: Freedom at 70' 
campaign.  

These pressures have meant that the EC has not always been 
able to pay the attention which is warranted to problems of 
organisation, administration and management, and as a result 
new structures are being devised to improve the functioning of 
the executive in these areas. The executive also agreed to estab
lish a number of new posts on the Movement's staff, which are 
outlined below.  

AAM HEADQUARTERS 

The headquarters of the AAM are crucial to the effective func
tioning of the Movement. Having moved into the ground floor 
of 13 Mandela Street in 1983, it was agreed in 1987, when the 
lease became available, to take over the first floor. This work 
has now been completed, although it caused much disruption to 
the staff and hence to the functioning of the Movement, espe
cially during the spring of 1988. Despite more than doubling the 
size of the premises, 13 Mandela Street is now inadequate to 
meet the Movement's requirements, especially for storage and 
for volunteers. Agreement has therefore been reached with 
Camden Council to take over additional premises on Mandela 
Street. The expenditure involved in the work required on these 
premises will be a serious drain on the Movement's finances. For 
the expansion work on 13 Mandela Street, a target of £75,000 
was set but the appeals made only generated £30,000, thus 
contributing to the deficit incurred during the 1987/88 financial 
year. The expansion of the headquarters at 13 Mandela Street 
has already greatly improved the facilities for staff and volun
teers, and it would have been impossible to have serviced the 
'Nelson Mandela: Freedom at 70' campaign without these 
expanded premises. The Movement is grateful to all those who 
were involved in this work.  

It has always been recognised that a very heavy burden of the 
work of the Movement falls on the staff at Mandela Street.  
Moreover, without the help of so many volunteers who give 
generously of their spare time to undertake the most laborious 
of tasks, the Movement could not function. However, such have 
been the pressures generated by the campaigning work this year 
that if it were not for the tremendous loyalty of both staff and 
volunteers to the Movement, and their commitment to the free
dom struggle in Southern Africa, there could have been a 
complete breakdown in the functioning of the Movement. A 
great debt of gratitude is therefore owed to all those involved.  
Special thanks go to Patricia Bakker and Joy Annegarn for their 
invaluable assistance.  

A number of steps were taken during this period to improve 
the organisation and administration of Mandela Street. These 
involved new personnel and new systems of organisation, includ
ing computers and wordprocessors and other technological 
support, in order to take full advantage of the expanded premises.  
The new appointments were Jacqui Colinson as an administra
tive assistant with special responsibility for despatch; Cara 
Cochrane as receptionist/telephonist; and Tim Walker as a fund
raising worker. After a short period, however, Cara Cochrane 
felt unable to continue to work for the Movement in this 
capacity and this vacancy was subsequently filled on a jobshare 
basis by Lorraine Carver and Ngozi Onwurah.  

A new temporary campaign post was created to service the 
Harare Working Group (subsequently re-formed as the SATIS 
committee on children), and Joni McDougall was appointed to 
this post.  

During the period of the 'Nelson Mandela: Freedom at 70' 
campaign, a number of additional temporary staff were taken 
on for different periods of employment. They were: Pearl 
Adiseshiah, Joan Clarke, Cara Cochrane, Rob Downer, Rachel 
Epson, Ros Green, Runa Johanson, Sophie Mathias, Simon 
Osborne, Beverley Provost, Lyn Solomon and Pat Tabor. In 
addition, Nadia Joseph was employed to provide back-up for 
work on SATIS, especially in relation to the Sharpeville Six 
campaign.  

In August, the executive committee met to consider some of 
the most urgent problems which had arisen for the Movement 
which required additional staffing, and agreed to the creation of



three new posts: a field officer and a finance worker, the third 
post being that of a temporary organiser for the Parliamentary 
Lobby on Namibia. These posts are currently in the process of 
being filled.  

The assassination of the ANC's chief representative in France, 
Dulcie September, and the attempted assassination of its chief 
representative for the Benelux countries gave rise to increased 
concern about the security of the AAM HQ and staff, as well as for South Africans and Namibians resident in or visiting Britain.  
A number of measures were taken to improve further the security 
of the AAM's premises and meetings were held with the metro-
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politan police and the home secretary, Douglas Hurd. Special 
security arrangements were made for the Mandela campaign.  

The executive is currently considering proposals for the 
further improvement in the functioning of Mandela Street, 
including an integrated computer system which will be able to 
service the membership, accounts, budgeting and campaigning 
requirements of the Movement. If progress can be achieved in 
this area, it will represent a major advance towards placing the 
Anti-Apartheid Movement on a sound organisational basis to 
face the challenges of the final period of the liberation struggle 
in Southern Africa.

OBITUARIES 

The Movement records with sadness the deaths of the following supporters and fridnds: 

On 22 October 1987, James Madhlope Phillips, chair of the 1946 Mine Strike 
Committee, member of CPSA and ANC, trade unionist and singer; aged 68.  

On 15 January 1988, Sean MacBride, UN Commissioner for Namibia 1973-77, 
Nobel Prize winner and former Irish Minister for External Affairs; aged 83.  

On 18 F~bruary 1988, Joan Hymans, representative of MCF/Liberation on AAM 
national committee since 1959, former Camden councillor; aged 74.  

On 29 Mwrch 1988, assassinated in Paris, Dulcie September, ANC chief representative 
in France, and former AAM membership secretary; aged 53.  

On 28 April 1988, Lord Fenner Brockway, founder of the Movement for Colonial 
Freedom, sponsor of AAM, lifelong campaigner for peace; aged 99.  

On 15 August 1988, Steve Parry, activist in Hammersmith & Fulham AA with a 
deep interest in questions of culture and the cultural boycott; aged 40.  

In September 1988, John Ennals, AAM chairperson from 1968 to 1976, formerly 
Director of UNA and Director of the UK Immigrants Advisory Service; aged 70.






