


P the racist regime could gain another
break of a decade or more, as it did
in 1960 and again in the mid-
Seventies. This is what our Thatcher
government would like to see.Such a
setback would be a catastrophic one,
not only for South Africa, tut for
the frontline states, where there
have been at least 100,000 deaths in
the last decade and £10 billion
worth of material damage. The
current famine in Mozambique could
multiply these figures very soon.
June 12th 1987 marks one year of
South Africas third State of
Emergency. Campaigning against it,
we can draw in different
organisations to take up the
relevant emergency issues. For
exanmple : unions, lawyers, teachers,

organised youth, religious people,
doctors, journalists, Existing
structures include our own Haringey
A.A. Hrergency sub-committee and
mationally the SATIS (South Africa
the Imprisoned Society) campaign.
Some sources of facts about the
Brergency are listed below. Africa
camnot wait!

Sources on repression in South
Africa

From South Africa : New Nation,

The Weekly Mail,South - weekly news-
papers from Joharmesburg and Cape
Town. Available from some bookshops
and on subscrption. The Weekly Mail
is sold at Reading Matters,
Lymington Rd, N22.

From International Defence and Aid
Fund: IDAF Focus - 2-monthly

detailed update on all aspects of
repression. Also many books and
pamphlets. Canon Collins House,

64 Essex Rd, London N1 8LR.

From British Defence and Aid Fund:
First-class material for children
and for use in schools. New broad-
sheet just out called "The War
Against Children". Canon Collins
House, 64 Essex Rd, (2nd floor)
London N1 8LR. .

From AAM and SATIS: Material on
death sentences and other material
from time to time. 13 Mandela St.
London NW1 ODW.

From ANC : Children pack, £2
P.0.Box 28, 38 Penton St, London
N1 9FR.

Dom Tweedie

P Africa's largest retail chain. The
'Living Wage' campaign is central to
organising and mobilising workers.
The regime and bosses are anly too
aware that it is the cheap labour
system that keeps Apartheid alive.In
fact it is the key to its existance
The tasks facing OOSATU remain im-
mense.Millions of workers have yet
to be organised.The unemployed must
be organised if they are mot to be
used by the regime to undermine the
Trade Union Movement.Rural farm
workers need to be freed from slave-

1like conditions.These issues,togeth-
er with the continued State of Emer-
gency,will be top priority for
QOSATU at its Second National Confe-
rence later this year.

As COSATU grows and in order for
it to survive the serious threats it
faces,it requires maximum inter-
national solidarity.We must step wp
our financial and political support
for the Unions.We must demand the
release of Trade Unionists and all
political prisoners.Above all we
must fight for effective,comprehen-

sive and mandatory sanctions against
the racist regime.Every British
trade-unionist and labour activist
must transform sympathy for the anti
-apartheid cause into action in
isolating Botha.

An Injury To One Is An Injury To All
For further information contact.
either the AAM Trade Union Secretary
or SACTU(South African Congress of
Trade Unions), 8 Flowers Mews

of f Archway Close

Upper Holloway. N19 3TB
Mike Pertz

Support SARHWU

A strike-wave is row sweeping
South Africa's railways. It started
when the South African Transport
Services(SATS) Sacked a worker who
handed in £12 late because the
cash-office was closed when he
finished work.Apartheid has decreed
that unions and strikes on the
railways are illegal.The stakes
are very high for both sides in
this dispute.Victory for the rail-
workers would be a powerful victory
in the struggle for a free and
democratic South Africa.

Nearly 20,000 members of SARHWU,
the South African Railway and
Harbour Workers Union, have been
on the biggest strike ever in the
South African public services.

It is about daily humiliation,
degredation and vicious exploitation
of black workers.SATS is a racist
employer and is trying to break

the strike by mass sackings of

the workers who ignore the ultimatum
to return to work.SARHWU general
secretary, Ntai Sello and several
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other officers of the union have
been imprisoned.The racist police
shot dead six railworkers on a
demonstration called by SARHWU
and arrested hundreds of others.
All over Britain railworkers
are showing their solidarity with
these workers by going out anto
the streets in uniform with collect-
ion huckets.South London railworkers
have collected hundreds of petitions
demanding the release of Ntai Sello
and full recognition of SARHWU.
A sixty strong delegation of rail-
workers, led by General Secretary,
Jimmy Knapp a‘ttempted"‘\b hand the
petition in to the South African
embassy, but they were refused.
'Rail Against Apartheid' collected
aver £2,400 at the CND demonstration
in April, and money is being raised
at local ASLEF and NUR meetings.
'Rail Against Apartheid' will
ke organising a retional speaking
tour to tuild strike solidarity,
and at a recent 'Fast End of the
Piccadilly Line' AA Group meeting
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a petition was launched demanding
that the Underground te declared
an Apartheid-free industry.
Members of Haringey AA are asked
to make good use of the enclosed
collection sheet. Please return
them to the 'Rail Against Apartheid’
address on the sheet.
Larry Herman, secretary of the
'East End of the Piccadilly Line'
AA Group’, '




Sanctions-
time to choose

The South African Election on Mgy
6th ended as expected with a white
-only mandate to continue with its
policy of brutal repression.

However as the African National
Congress Magazine Sechaba pointed
out the genuine displays of democr-
acy over fascism were the Trade
Union strikes,rent boycotts,school
boycotts and action in civic assoc-
iations,street committees and other
forms of struggle which continue
throughout and beyond the election
period.

In the same way the true express-
jon of the British people is rot
demonstrated by Mrs Thatcher's shame
ful support of apartheid but rather
the organised and united boycott
and disinvestment activities. In a
recent opinion poll,59% of those
with an opinion favoured suspending
all trade with South Africa, while
hundred of thousands march and

campaign with the Anti-Apartheid
Movement .

Britain needs a Covernment that
will side unegivocally with freedom
and o longer shirk its responsi-
bilities to act decisively in
support of the Liberation Movements
of South Africa and Namibia.

The major advance we can win on
June 11th is the election of a
majority of MPs firmly committed
to effective sanctions and a
Government that will:-

(1).Initiate actively and urgently
the imposition of comprehensive
mandatory sanctions by the UN
Security Council.

(2).Sever all British links.
(3).End all British support for
South Africa's illegal occupation of

Namibia.

(4).Act to strengthen,enforce and

monitor existing British measures.

(5).Adopt an emergency progranmme
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of bilateral and multilateral aid to
the Front-Line States.

(6).Abolish the legal constraints
on Anti-Apartheid activity eg con-
tained in Public Order Act 1986,
Fmployment Acts 1980/82 and the
proposed local authority legislation

For your copy of the 'Manifesto
for Sanctions' booklet ,phone Sean
0' Donovan 881-8378).

hWhile there are very restriictive
laws concerning expenditure relating
directly to the General Election we
will be highlighting apartheid in as
many ways as possible while taking
note of the laws.If you can help
phone the above rumber.

June 12th is the first anniversary
of the imposition of the State of
Emergency. Meke sure Mrs Thatcher
does ot celebrate that day with a
mandate to suppor"t apartheid.

-~ Sean O'Donovan

'

Action needs people

Haringey Anti-Apartheid Group is
one of the most active of the Anti-
Apartheid Movement's 140 Local
Groups,and with over 700 members it
has ane of the highest concent-
rations of activists in the country.
As the struggle for freedom
intensifies,we have seen an unprece-
dented period of activity. Every
week there are at least four or five
anti-apartheid events either organi-
sed by or supported by HAA Group.

In order that members can specia-
lise in particular campaigns HAA has
Sub-Committees which hold their own
organising meetings. The S-Cs' work
is then co-ordinated at the
Committee Meetings (open to all HAA
members ) held each month.

The Committee consists of Chair
(Margaret Ling),Secretary(Sean
0'Donovan ) , Treasurer(Acting-Arthur
Prior),eleven ordinary members and
five co-opted members.This Comittee
is responsible for the day-to-day
running of the Group under ocur Cons-
titution.The Group also holds
Ordinary General Meetings(not less

than three a year) and an Armual
General Meeting.

Sub-Committees

*Boycott S-C.Promotes People's
Sanction through a range of action
including weekly supermarket picket/
information stalls outside of major
supermarkets.Also 'co-or'djnating the
Boycott Shell campaign and compiling
a list of apartheid-free shops.
(Details Nym Barnes 889-7157).

*Material Aid S-C.Holds weekly
street collections(Thursdays-Boots,
Wood Green,4-6pm) for urgently
needed sanitary towels,nappies,tooth
paste,soap etc for reil:ugees from
apartheid. *

(Details Joyce Sullivan 881-8878).

*Bnergency S-C.Campaigns by
focussing attention on the horrors
of political repression in South
Africa & Namibia:-Political trials,
death sentences,detention without
trial ,torture & political prisoners.
(Details Iris Josiah 838-5991).

*Events S-C.Organises fund-
raising concerts for the Group,the
Anti-Apartheid Movement and the

Liberation Movements.

(Details Nad Pillay 885-4702).
Other continuing work includes
highlighting the issue of Namibia &
SWAPO ,working on the disinvestment

campaign and solidarity work with
the Front-Line States under constant
attack from South Africa.

Our work is co-ordinated with
other Local Groups through the Lon-
don AA Comnittee(a monthly forum for
representatives from the Groups),the
National Committee(the policy making
body of the AAM within the framework
of the resolutions adopted at the
AAM ACM,and on which HAA has 2 dele-
gates) ,and specialised AAM bodies:-
London - Boycott S-C,London Media S-C,
National Women's Committee,Front-
Line States Working Group,Lawyers
Against Apartheid,SATIS(deals with
repression),Trade Union Committee,
etc etc.

More detailed information on these
groups will appear in future issues.
Or phone for details of a particular

me.
Sean O'Donovan 881-8378
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White election-"What election?

When President Chissano of Mozambique was asked on
his recent visit to the UK to comment on the elec-
tions taking place in S.Africa he promptly replied,
"What Elections?" Such an answer encapsulates the
absurdity of 15.6% of a population deciding the fate
of a whole mation, and makes a mockery of Botha's
repeated claims that he and his Nationalist Party
stand for "democracy". It is a frightening absurdity
as Chissano knows too well, the constant raiding and
bombing of Mozambique by South African troops has
laid waste the land and terrorised the now starving
people. Inside South Africa are daily faced with the
poverty and repression imposed on them by Apartheid
but even in the light of Botha's re-election they be-
come more militant and, most importantly, more
united.

e White alarm grows

It was lack of unity amongst the whites that promp-
ted Botha to call the election. Alarm was growing as
even under the restrictions imposed by the State of
Fmergency the country was proving un governable. The
impact of internal resistance and international sanc-
tions threatened the Nationalist Party with defect-
ions in both directions. To the right, the Conserv-
ative Party and extremist Herstigte Nationale Party.
To the left, the New Republic Party and the Progres-
sive Federal Party- official opposition to the
Nationalists. Prior to the election the distribution
of seats in Parliament was:

Nationalist Party- 127 seats
Conservative Party- 18 seats

PFP- 27 seats
NRP- 5 seats
HNP- 1 seat

Botha used his Parties power to control inform-
ation, the Emergency regulations restricting the
freedom of speech of whites as well as blacks. Desp-
ite the Nationals lack of any real policy and failure
to end the Emergency this power ensured electorial
victory, despite splits within the party. When the

Independent Reform Movement broke away from the
Nationalists they took with them prominent 'Verligte'
members of the Nationalist business, academic, press
and political establishments. The 'Verligtes', a
term for the for the so called Afrikaaner reformists,
had previously worked within the party and their de-
fection was a marked schism. The PFP were encouraged
by this split.They joined forces with the NRP and
left some verligte candidates unopposed, in the hope
that if their alliance increased its representation
and one of the three Independents, including Dennis
Worral former British Ambassador,pulled off a shock
win,this might catalyst a breakaway of up to 30 other
verligte Nationalist Party MPs whose disillusionment
was said to be growing.

eExtremism gains credibility

The rightwing parties did not form an alliance.
Botha stepped up his policy of repression with daily
arrests,detentions and police antagonism in the Town-
ships. He scaremonged about the "Swart Gevaar", the
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"black peril", a tactic used to get the Nationalists
orginally into power in 1948, and also about Commmn-
ists on whom, he claimed, the PFP are 'soft'.Election
results saw him victorious tut frighteningly not
right-wing enough to stop a surge of support for the
right, with the Conservative Party tecoming new offi-
cial opposition. This gives a credibility among
whites to extremism as organisations such as the neo-
Nazi Afrikaaner Weerstands Beweging are already asso-
ciated with the CP.

The enthusiasm of the PFP and Independents suffered
a severe blow as alarmed Afrikaaners moved to the
right rather than supporting the verligtes and alarm-
ed English South Africans- despite traditional oppos-
ition to Afrikaaners- proved susceptible to Botha's
scaremongering and voted for him. The NRP was wiped
out and the verligtes are row outsiders, leaving the
Covernment without an intellectual elite. The distri-
bution of seats is mow as follows:

Nationalist Party- 123 seats
Conservative Party- 22 seats
PFP- 19 seats
NRP- 1 seats
Independents- 1 seats

HNP- lost its 1 seat

o Blacks vote with mass protest

If the black people of South Africa had a vote it
is clear that they would vote for ae person over-
whelmingly- Nelson Mandela. In protest at the elect-
ions and as a powerful show of solidarity, 2.5million
workers, youth and students went on strike. All over
the country protests and meetings took place and
schools and Universities were closed. The UDF spoke
of what the elections really meant- "This election
will avoid or suppress the main issues of ocur future.
It will not address ‘or provide solutions to the
political and economic crisis, the growing war bet-
ween South Africans, widespread unemployment and
or of the major issues of the day. "Solutions to
these problems will rever be met until the Apartheid
regime is ousted and the strength and wnity of the
people will be tested to the hilt as the struggle
for liberation continues. The stepping up of inter-
national pressure is vital, and by continuing to cut
links with South Africa and economically isolating
Botha's regime, the British people will show that we
do ot tolerate Apartheid. Let us hope that, in the
words of ANC President, Oliver Tambo - "This racist
election is aur contry’ last racist election."

N Anna-Zohra Tikly

6 Grand Parade
Green Lanes
Harringey
London N.4
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